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Black Liberation Is Marxist Liberation  
By Anthony B. Bradley  

 
This is part 3 of 3. 
One of the pillars of Obama's home church, 
Trinity United Church of Christ, is "economic 
parity." On the website, Trinity claims that 
God is not pleased with "America's economic 
mal-distribution." Among all of controversial 
comments by Jeremiah Wright the idea of 
massive wealth redistribution is the most 
alarming. The code language "economic 
parity" and references to "mal-distribution" is 
nothing more than channeling the twisted 
economic views of Karl Marx. Black liberation 
theologians have explicitly stated a preference 
for Marxism as an ethical framework for the 
black church because Marxist thought is 
predicated on a system of oppressor class 
(whites) versus victim class (blacks).  
 
Black Liberation theologians James Cone and 
Cornel West have worked diligently to embed 
Marxist thought into the black church since 
the 1970s. For Cone, Marxism best addressed 
remedies to the condition of Blacks as victims 
of White oppression. In For My People, Cone 
explains that "the Christian faith does not 
possess in its nature the means for analyzing 
the structure of capitalism. Marxism as a tool 
of social analysis can disclose the gap between 
appearance and reality, and thereby help 
Christians to see how things really are."  
 
In God of the Oppressed, Cone said that 
Marx's chief contribution is "his disclosure of 
the ideological character of bourgeois 
thought, indicating the connections between 
the 'ruling material force of society' and the 
'ruling intellectual' force." Marx's thought is 

useful and attractive to Cone because it allows 
Black theologians to critique racism in 
America on the basis of power and revolution.  
 
For Cone, integrating Marx into Black 
theology helps theologians see just how much 
social perceptions determine theological 
questions and conclusions. Moreover, these 
questions and answers are "largely a 
reflection of the material condition of a given 
society."  
 
In 1979, Cornel West offered a critical 
integration of Marxism and Black theology in 
his essay, "Black Theology and Marxist 
Thought" because of the shared human 
experience of oppressed peoples as victims. 
West sees a strong correlation between Black 
theology and Marxist thought because "both 
focus on the plight of the exploited, oppressed 
and degraded peoples of the world, their 
relative powerlessness and possible 
empowerment." This common focus prompts 
West to call for "a serious dialogue between 
Black theologians and Marxist thinkers"--a 
dialogue that centers on the possibility of 
"mutually arrived-at political action."  
 
In his book Prophesy Deliverance, West 
believes that by working together, Marxists 
and Black theologians can spearhead much-
needed social change for those who are 
victims of oppression. He appreciates 
Marxism for its "notions of class struggle, 
social contradictions, historical specificity, 
and dialectical developments in history" that 
explain the role of power and wealth in 
bourgeois capitalist societies. A common 
perspective among Marxist thinkers is that 
bourgeois capitalism creates and perpetuates 
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ruling-class domination--which, for Black 
theologians in America, means the 
domination and victimization of Blacks by 
Whites. American has been over run by 
"White racism within mainstream 
establishment churches and religious 
agencies," writes West.  
 
Perhaps it is the Marxism imbedded in 
Obama's attending Trinity Church that should 
raise red flags. "Economic parity" and 
"distribution" language implies things like 
government-coerced wealth redistribution, 
perpetual minimum wage increases, 
government subsidized health care for all, 
and the like. One of the priorities listed on 
Obama's campaign website reads, "Obama 
will protect tax cuts for poor and middle class 
families, but he will reverse most of the Bush 
tax cuts for the wealthiest taxpayers."  
 
Black Liberation Theology, originally 
intended to help the black community, may 
have actually hurt many blacks by promoting 
racial tension, victimology, and Marxism 
which ultimately leads to more oppression. As 
the failed "War on Poverty" has exposed, the 
best way to keep the blacks perpetually 
enslaved to government as "daddy" is to 
preach victimology, Marxism, and seduce 
blacks into thinking that upward mobility is 
someone else's responsibility in a free society.  
 
Anthony B. Bradley is a research fellow at 
the Acton Institute, and assistant professor 
of theology at Covenant Theological 
Seminary in St. Louis. His PhD dissertation 
is titled, "Victimology in Black Liberation 
Theology." 
 

Today's Culture Update 
The Great Heretical Idea: Oprah and Eckhart 

Do the New Age Shift 
 
In the Hans Christian Andersen fairy tale, 
"The Emperor's New Clothes," some 
swindlers convince the Emperor and his 
ministers to see a suit of clothes that is 
actually non-existent. These swindlers 
convince the Emperor and his ministers by 

telling them that only "intelligent," well-
informed citizens can see the suit. Publicity 
about the Emperor's "new" suit went out unto 
all the kingdom as people were told what they 
were supposed to see. The people realized 
that if they were to be perceived as "smart" 
and not seem "stupid" they would see this suit 
of clothes. And, of course, no one wanted to 
be perceived as stupid. 
 
Everyone was so taken by the Emperor's 
"new" suit of clothes, they barely heard the 
little boy who hadn't been told what he was 
supposed to see. "But the emperor isn't 
wearing any clothes," said the lad. "The 
emperor is naked." 
 
Several people heard the boy and realized that 
what he was saying was true. Suddenly 
everyone's eyes were opened and they 
realized they had been tricked into seeing 
something that wasn't even there. The 
Emperor wasn't wearing a new suit of clothes. 
He was as naked as the day that he was born. 
Swindlers had deceived the Emperor, his 
ministers, and almost the whole kingdom 
with their clever scheme. 
 
And so it is with the "New" Age/"New" 
Spirituality and Oprah Winfrey. Widely 
regarded as the "Queen" of the airwaves, 
Oprah has been deceived into seeing a "New" 
Age/"New" Spirituality "suit of clothes" that 
simply isn't there. The Queen's advisors - Eric 
Butterworth, Maya Angelou, Marianne 
Williamson, Gary Zukav, Neale Donald 
Walsch, Esther Hicks, Eckhart Tolle and 
countless others have all been similarly 
deceived into seeing this "new" way of looking 
at themselves and the world. Deceived and 
deceiving, they in turn convinced the Queen 
that she and everyone in her kingdom just 
needed to "shift" past their "egos" and 
"awaken" to the fact that they were already 
clothed in "Christ" - that they were already 
wearing this "new" suit from the New 
Age/New Spirituality wardrobe. All they had 
to do was accept and affirm the "God" and 
"Christ" within. 
 
Oprah has done her job well. For over twenty 
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years she has enthusiastically and 
consistently communicated her New Age 
beliefs through countless New Age authors. 
Marilyn Ferguson and all those in the 
"Aquarian Conspiracy" must be very proud of 
her. Thanks to Oprah's high visibility and 
continued popularity, "the great heretical 
idea" that "God" and "Christ" are within 
everyone has been "widely communicated" 
and is fast becoming our "new consensus" 
and "what everyone knows." This ten-week 
class that she is teaching with Eckhart Tolle is 
the culmination of all that Oprah has sought 
to teach her viewers over the years about the 
New Age and how to see the world anew. But 
like the Emperor and his "new" suit of 
clothes, Oprah has been greatly deceived by 
her New Spirituality. 
 
Sadly, if Oprah and her colleagues continue 
down the path of the New Age/New 
Spirituality, they will experience an 
"awakening" some day, but it will not be the 
"Great Awakening" they anticipated. Instead 
it will be a rude awakening come Judgment 
Day. On that day they will suddenly realize 
that God is God and they are not, and they 
never were. They will realize that Jesus Christ 
is Lord and that He is the one and only Christ, 
and there is no "Christ" within. They will see 
that they were deceived and that the Lord 
Jesus Christ really meant it when he said, 
"Take heed that no man deceive you. For 
many shall come in my name, saying, I am 
Christ; and shall deceive many" (Matthew 
24:4-5). 
 

Reversible Wings: Mystery or Creativity? 

Isaiah 31:5 

Like birds flying about, so will the LORD of 
hosts defend Jerusalem. Defending, He will 
also deliver it; passing over, He will preserve 
it. 

Sometimes incredible wonders pass right 
before our eyes but we are not equipped to 
see them. Take the humming bird, for an 
example. 

Did you know that like the woodpecker, the 
humming bird has a tongue that wraps all the 
way around its head just under the skin? This 
feature is not really evident when you look at 
the humming bird. Nor is the wonderful way 
in which its wings move, so that it can hover, 
fly forwards or fly backwards.  
 
High-speed photography has revealed some 
amazing secrets about the humming bird's 
wings that cannot be noticed by the eye. All 
birds, except the humming bird, move their 
wings at the shoulder, elbow and wrist. Only 
the humming bird is capable of turning his 
wings upside down, so that when he hovers, 
both strokes of his wings beat the air in order 
to support him. This demonstrates that the 
humming bird is not a modification of the 
general bird design - as evolutionists tell us. 
Rather, the humming bird was created with 
unique features that enable it to make its 
living. 
 
Likewise, when God tells us that He cares for 
those who are His through faith in Christ's 
saving work, we don't always see exactly how 
He is caring for us. But like the virtually 
invisible features of the humming bird, His 
care is nevertheless there. 

 References: Time-Life, Flight 

 
 

A little girl asked her mother, 'How did the 
human race appear?'  The mother answered, 
'God made Adam and Eve and they had 
children and so was all mankind made.'  Two 
days later the girl asked her father the same 
question.  The father answered, 'Many years 
ago there were monkeys from which the 
human race evolved.'   

The confused girl returned to her mother and 
said, 'Mom - how is it possible that you told 
me the human race was created by God, and 
Dad said they developed from monkeys?'  The 
mother answered, 'Well, dear, it is very 
simple.  I told you about my side of the family 
and your father told you about his.' 

 


