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Decision making and the Will of God 
Pastor John Griffith Sr. 

Everyday it is necessary to make decisions. 
And how we decide matters, for all of out 
choices shape our lives to some extent. Dr. 
Haddon Robinson expresses an important 
consideration when he says: ‘‘We want to 
make right decisions, for we realize that the 
decisions we make turn around and make us. 
As we choose one end of the road we choose 
the other.’’ 

Everyone wants to make decisions that turn 
out well. But conscientious Christians have 
an additional, ultimate objective: ’’...we have 
as our ambition... to be pleasing to [the Lord]’’ 
(2 Corinthians 5:9). 

The prerequisite for God-pleasing decisions 
is set forth by the Apostle Paul in Colossians 
1:9-10: ’’...that you may be filled with the 
knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom 
and understanding, so that you may walk in a 
manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in 
all respects...’’ The principal task in decision 
making for the Christian is to learn what God 
wants him to do, and then do it. 

So far so good. The obvious question is, how 
is the Christian to learn what God wants him 
to do as he is confronted with life’s decisions? 

God Has Spoken 

Throughout history, the ways that God has 
communicated His will to men have varied. 
Before there was any Scripture, God revealed 
His will through direct revelation. Usually the 
message was received by a single individual 
who would pass along to others whatever 
content God would instruct. The means of 
revelation included visions, angels, 

Theophanies (manifestations of God in 
human form), or simply the audible voice of 
God (examples Genesis 28:12-16; 32:1-2, 
24-30; 35:1) 

As God's special revelation was committed to 
writing (Exodus 17:14; 24:4 34:27-28), His 
people had two sources of knowledge of His 
will, the book (Joshua 1:8) and the additional 
instruction that God gave by further direct 
revelation (Josh. 1:1-9). 

Over a period of some 1600 years, God’s will 
was written down (2 Peter 1:19-21). Finally, 
after God had revealed Himself fully in the  
person of His Son, Jesus Christ (John 
1:14,18), the Book we call the Bible was 
completed (Revelation 22:18-20). S ince 
God’s special revelation culminated in His 
Son, believers in this age possess in 
Scripture the full disclosure of God’s will until 
the Second Coming of that same Son. As 
Paul reminds us we have the mind of Christ 
(1 Cor. 2:16). 

Accordingly, God has provided for us all that 
we need in order to make decisions that are 
pleasing to Him! (2 Peter 1:3). 

Our objective here is to summarize the 
teaching of God’s Word on how we can make 
decisions according to God’s will. 

       

The Principle of Obedience 

When the Bible speaks of God’s will, it does 
so in one of two senses. The first of these we 
will call the ‘‘moral’’ will of God. It may be 
defined as the commands and principles 
which God has revealed in the Bible to teach 
how men ought to believe and live. 
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For example, Paul wrote that even 
unbelieving Jews ’’...know [God’s] will, and 
approve the things that are essential, being 
instructed out of the law...’’ Romans 2:18). He 
was saying that since they study the 
Scripture, they understand God’s moral will. 
Therefore, they know right from wrong truth 
from error. Their fault is not ignorance, but 
disobedience. 

Accordingly, the Principle of Obedience may 
be stated: In those areas specifically 
addressed by the Bible, the revealed 
commands and principles of God (His moral 
will) are to be obeyed. 

The ramifications of this principle are more 
fully recognized when four crucial 
characteristics of God’s moral will are brought 
into focus. 

#1 The moral will of God is fully revealed in 
the Bible. One hundred percent of what God 
wants us to know about believing and living to 
please Him He has already told us. The Bible 
is our final and complete authority for faith 
and practice (2 Timothy 3:16-17; Hebrews 
1:1-2). 

#2 The moral will of God is the expression of 
the character of God (Romans 7:12). 
Because God’s moral will reflects His 
character , it helps to produce that same 
character in the life of the one who obeys it 
(Luke 6:35-36 and leads to fullness of life 
(Psalm 19:7-11). 

#3 The moral will of God touches every 
aspect and moment of life. That is true 
because God’s will encompasses more than 
overt behavior. For God is not concerned 
simple with what we do; He cares equally 
about why we do what we do, our motivation, 
as well as how we do it. To put it differently, 
God’s moral will prescribes the believer’s 
goals and attitudes, as well as his actions. 
Furthermore, it shapes his perspective of 
reality which serves as the context in which 
his decisions are made. 

This point is so important that it merits further 
consideration. Goals, by their nature are 
more general than behavioral commands. 

The Christian’s goals should reflect God’s 
stated purposes for his life. Some of the 
major ones are: to glorify God in all things (1 
Corinthians 10:31); to minister to others 
(Romans 14:19);  to fulfill God-given 
responsibilities (1 Peter 4:10-11); to 
evangelize the lost (2 Peter 3:9); to do good 
works (Titus 3:8); to produce spiritual fruit 
(Colossians 1:10 

Our decisions should not only conform to God 
given goals, they should reflect right attitudes.  
A partial listing of God’s will for this area of 
our lives would include: love (Mark 12:28-31, 
reliance (Prov. 3:5-6), humility (Phil. 2:5-8), 
gratitude (Colossians 3:17), integrity 
(Colossians 3:22); diligence (Colossians 
3:23), eagerness (1 Peter 5:2), generosity (1 
Timothy 6:17-19, courage (John 16:33, 
submission (Ephesians 5:21), contentment 
(Hebrews 13:5), and joy (James 1:2). 

Of course God is concerned abut our 
behavior, for the end does not justify just any 
means. With proper goals in view and right 
attitudes in our thinking, our actions must be 
lawful, (i.e. they must not be outside of the 
revealed will of God, Ephesians 5:1-14; and 
they must be wise (i.e. the believer may not 
make a decision he knows to be foolish, 
Ephesians 5:15-17; Luke 14:28-32). 

Since no decision is made in a vacuum, the 
degree to which we pursue godly goals with 
righteous attitudes and wise actions will be 
largely determined by our perspective on life. 
In particular, the Christian whose world-view 
is shaped by Scripture will have a much 
different sense of self-identity. Knowing that 
he is loved by God with a love which he did 
nothing to earn (and which, therefore, he can 
do nothing to forfeit, Rom 8:38-39, he will 
face life with a deep sense of security. Being 
aware that God has specifically equipped him 
to participate meaningfully in the outworking 
of the eternal purposes of God (Ephesians 
2:10; 1 Peter 4:10-11, he has a clear grasp of 
his personal worth. A strong sense of security 
and significance in Christ frees the Christian 
from self-promoting motivations in decision 
making, releasing him to focus more on the 
needs of others (Philippians 2:1-5). 
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Other passages would remind the Christian 
he is on assignment for God in enemy 
territory (Ephesians 6:12), that physical life on 
this earth is preparatory for ‘‘real life’’ in 
heaven, that what he invests for God now will 
be repaid with interest later (Matthew 6:19-
21; Romans 8:18; 2 Corinthians 4:17). And 
he will recognize that the unseen forces and 
resources of heaven are involved in his 
behalf as he seeks to carry out God’s will on 
earth (Hebrews 1:14; 11:1; 2 Kings 6:16-17). 

It is God’s moral will that we resist having our 
viewpoint molded by the world (Romans 
12:2). Instead, we are to ‘‘walk by faith’’ (2 
Corinthians 5:7) seeing our lives, and 
therefore our decisions, through the lens of 
God’s Word.  Summing up then it is because 
God’s moral will prescribes our goals, 
attitudes, actions and perspective that it 
touches every aspect and moment of life.=] 

#4 Since the moral will of God contains His 
complete revelation for faith and life, it 
expresses God’s own character, and touches 
every aspect and moment of life, it is fully 
able to equip believers for every good work. 
‘‘All Scripture is God breathed and profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for 
training in righteousness; that the man of God 
may be adequate, equipped for every good 
work’’ (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 

Our response to such abundant guidance 
from God should be obvious. First, we need 
to learn what God has said (Joshua 1:8). 

Second, we need to do what God has said 
(John 13:17). As one observes the decision-
making practices of people, one is forced to 
the sobering conclusion that the greatest 
impediments to making good decisions are 
ignorance of God’s Word and stubborn 
resistance to God’s known will (Prov. 16:25; 
Acts 7:51). 

 

LIBERTY 

“Military success on the ground now 
demands that we expand the rules of 
engagement to allow our troops to shoot 
more of the jihadists, disarm the militias, train 

even more Iraqis troops to take over security 
more quickly, and seal the Syrian and Iranian 
borders. This solution, of course, is easier 
said than done. The military must use more 
force against those who are destroying Iraqi 
democracy at precisely the time the American 
public has become exasperated with both the 
length and human cost of the war. Imagine 
this war as a sort of grotesque race. The 
jihadists and sectarians win if they can kill 
enough Americans to demoralize us enough 
that we flee before Iraqis and Afghans 
stabilize their newfound freedom. They lose if 
they can’t. Prosperity, security and liberty are 
the death knell to radical Islam. It’s that 
elemental.” —Victor Davis Hanson 

 

Evangelist drowns trying to walk on water   

Pastor reportedly told congregation he could 
repeat a miracle of Jesus. 
An evangelist who tried replicating Jesus' 
miracle of walking on water has reportedly 
drowned off the western coast of Africa. 

Pastor Franck Kabele, 35, told his 
congregation he could repeat the biblical 
miracle, and he attempted it from a beach in 
Gabon's capital of Libreville. 
"He told churchgoers he'd had a revelation 
that if he had enough faith, he could walk on 
water like Jesus," an eyewitness told the 
Glasgow Daily Record. 

"He took his congregation to the beach 
saying he would walk across the Komo  
estuary, which takes 20 minutes by boat. He 
walked into the water, which soon passed 
over his head and he never came back." 

 

Persecution 

The military regime in Burma has stated that 
their objective is that "There shall be no home 
where the Christian religion is practiced." 
Citizens who do not conform to the regime's 
version of Buddhist nationalism - which,  is a 
"perverted and distorted form of Buddhism" - 
face "potentially serious consequences." 


