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Christmas!  So What?
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe is C.S. Lewis' masterpiece of children's literature.  Mr Tumnus the faun lamented to Lucy about the land of Narnia: "Always winter and never Christmas, think of that!"  Narnia under the thumb of the White Witch, was cold, lifeless, and apparently with no hope. Winter in Narnia without Christmas meant bondage without deliverance, fear with no hope of joy.

The story reflects the plight of humanity under the control of Satan, dead in trespasses and sins, without God and without hope (Eph 2:1-3; 12).  Christmas points to the incarnation of Jesus Christ, the provision of freedom, new life and forgiveness.

What does the incarnation mean, and why is it important to us?  Although the term itself is not found in Scripture, the concept itself is there. Literally the word incarnation means "in flesh."   The Apostle John wrote:  And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us,  (John 1:14)  And Paul added: "And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifested in the flesh" (1 Tim. 3:16).

Biblical Christians believe in a Trinitarian, monotheistic God.  God is one in being/essence but He eternally exists in three persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. There is an intrapersonal oneness of the three Persons within the one divine being.

In the incarnation, God the Son, a divine person with the divine nature, became true humanity minus the sin nature.  Therefore after the incarnation (through the virgin conception and birth) Jesus Christ was one person with two natures. He was truly God and He was truly man and yet without sin. This is the doctrinal concept of the hypostatic union.

Apart from the incarnation, there could be no Christmas. Without the first advent of Christ, despair would have overwhelmed humanity. But God the Son became man in order to do something about man's predicament, Christ Himself said: "I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly."  (John 10:10)

What then, are the  Biblical reasons for the incarnation of Jesus Christ?  Why did the eternal Son come into our time-space universe?  Why is Christmas then so relevant?

The Incarnation Revels God

What is God like? Is He like a tree? a star? a lion? Is He like us humans? Does God have feelings? Does He care about us? Can He love and forgive us? John wrote: "No one has seen God at any time (John 1:18).  Though God is spirit and everywhere present in His divine being (John 4:24; 1 Tim 1:17), we cannot see or touch Him. So how can we know God? We need to know!

We can come to know truths about God as we examine His creative works.  Along with David we can testify: The heavens declare glory of God; and the firmament shows His handiwork" (Psa. 19:1). By empirical investigation and rational thinking, we can conclude that God exists and that He is both powerful and intelligent (Rom 1:19-20). 

However, we could never know God personally unless He chose to reveal Himself to us. That is the reason Christ became true humanity. He declared: "He who has seen me has seen the Father" (John 14:9). Jesus Christ was not the Father, they are two separate persons. But all that the Father isin His divine essence, so was and is Jesus Christ. "The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him" (1:18). 

What is God like?  Look at Christ! Is God compassionate?  We can know positively that He is because we know that Christ wept and was moved by compassion towards people and their needs (John 11:35-36). Does God care about Children? We know that He does because Christ welcomed children and blessed them (Matt 19:13-15).  Will God forgive our sin?  We can know that He does since Christ forgave many.  God wanted us to know Him and we can know Him as we come to know His Son, Jesus Christ through the Word of God.

The Incarnation Brings the Promised Messiah

Can God be trusted? Does He always keep His Word? Will His promises to us be completely fulfilled? We need someone in whom we can have implicit confidence. We need something solid to believe in. 

God promised a fallen Adam and Eve that He would send one who would destroy Satan and provide a solution for man's fallen condition.  God declared to Satan: "I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel (Gen 3:15).

The promise of the seed of the woman finds its ultimate fulfillment in the virgin conception and birth of Christ. Paul wrote: "But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman," (Gal 4:4).  God preserved the line of the promised Messiah through Seth, Noah, Shem, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Judah, David, and Mary who traced her physical ancestry through these men (Matt 1:1-16; Luke 3:23-38). Thousands of years passed before "the fullness of time" occurred, but God kept His word.

And the angel Gabriel announced to Mary the divine message that she would be the mother of the promised Messiah, the one who would rule as the divine Davidic king over the world (Luke 1:26-33).  Paul expounded the Gospel of God "which He promised before through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh" (Rom 1:2-3).  

Since God kept His promise, we can then believe Him of the fulfillment of His other promises to us. Even though we may not live long enough to see the finalization of all His promises, we can believe that they will come to pass. God is absolutely trustworthy, His word of promise is sure. We must learn to trust Him.

The Incarnation Provides Redemption for Man

As the walls of Eastern European communism fell, we saw the insatiable desire of people to be free from totalitarianism, fear, and economic bondage. Freedom is part of what it means to be made in the image of God. God's a free being, free to do what is consistent with His essence. We, however, are born enslaved to sin (sin nature). Apart from Christ we are not free to become what we should be because we live in bondage to sin. Christ declared: "Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed" (John 8:38)

To be free from living dominated by the sin nature which brings great bondage we must be released from its hold on us. The redemption that we realize in Christ at salvation secures this freedom for us (1 Pet 1:18-19).  For this redemption to take place God the Son had to become truly human, acquire a human nature minus the sin nature in order to go to the cross and become our ransom to release us from slavery to sin. 

Through the incarnation God provided a human body for His Son (Heb 10:5).  Later in verse 10 we find that we were sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all."   Death requires a body, and Christ acquired that body through the virgin conception and birth.

Paul reminded us that: "For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus" (1 Tim 2:5).  God could not and would not excuse or arbitrarily forgive sin. There had to be a divine-human  mediator who could satisfy the righteous demands of God for our sin (2 Cor 5:21).  

One day, believers will praise Christ with this anthem of worship:  And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy art Thou to take the book, and to break its seals; for Thou wast slain, and didst purchase for God with Thy blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation. (Rev 5:9) Yes we must be delivered from our human bondage to sin in order to be free.

The Incarnation Makes the Resurrection Possible

I once saw a funeral home covered with Christmas lights.  Initially I thought it seemed odd, but was it really. Here was a place where the dead body is treated with respect and the loved ones of the deceased gather in sadness.  But perhaps Christmas lights may be most appropriate there, for Christmas reminds us of a reality that offers hope to the questions death raises: Does the cemetery mark the end of human existence? Is there life after death? Will there be a resurrection? Will we see our loved ones again? Surely human existence does not end at physical death. There must be deliverance  from disease and death. We must have a basis of hope!

In his classic chapter on resurrection, Paul wrote: "The first man is from the earth, earthy; the second man is from heaven" (1 Cor 15:47)  Christ is both the heavenly Lord and the earthy man, He is both divine and human. He became man in order to provide a means of victory over death. Christ died and rose again, His resurrection guarantees our resurrection as believers. (1 Cor 15:20)

When Christ returns, "the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality" (1 Cor 15:52-53).

Christ's birth has made possible the spring of resurrection that follows the winter of death. Today Christ has a resurrected, immortal, incorruptible body. One day we also will have new bodies just like His no longer subject to disease and death and suitable for living in eternity. In that day "we shall be like Him for we shall see Him as He is" (1 John 3:2).  Because of His victory over death at the cross and our faith in Him we can have hope and victory also.


A DIFFERENT CHRISTMAS POEM

Anonymous

The embers glowed softly, and in their dim light,  I  gazed round the room  and I cherished the sight. 

My wife was asleep, her head on my chest, My daughter beside me, angelic in rest.  

Outside the snow fell, a blanket of white, transforming the yard to a winter delight.  

The sparkling lights in the tree I believe, completed the magic that was Christmas Eve. 

My eyelids were heavy, my breathing was deep, Secure and surrounded by love I would sleep. 

In perfect contentment, or so it would seem, So I slumbered, perhaps I started to dream.  

The sound wasn't loud, and it wasn't too near,  But I opened my eyes when it tickled my ear. 

Perhaps just a cough, I didn't quite know, Then the sure sound of footsteps outside in the snow. 

My soul gave a tremble, I struggled to hear, And I crept to the door  just to see who was near. 

Standing out in the cold and the dark of the night, a lone figure stood, his face weary and tight. 

A soldier, I puzzled, some twenty years old, Perhaps a Marine, huddled  here in the cold. 

Alone in the dark, he looked up and smiled,  standing watch over me, and my wife and my child. 

"What are you doing?" I asked without fear, "Come in this moment, it's  freezing out here!  

Put down your pack, brush the snow from your sleeve, You should be at home on a cold Christmas Eve!" 

For barely a moment I saw his eyes shift, Away from the cold and the  snow blown in drifts.  

To the window that danced with a warm fire's light. Then he sighed and he said "Its really all right, I'm out here by choice. I'm here every  night."

"It's my duty to stand at the front of the line, That separates you from the darkest of times.

No one had to ask or beg or implore me, I'm proud to stand here like my fathers before me.

My Gramps died at 'Pearl on a day in December," Then he sighed, "That's a Christmas 'Gram always remembers." 

My dad stood his watch in the jungles of 'Nam,' And now it is my turn and so, here I am.

I've not seen my own son in more than a while,  But my wife sends me pictures, he's sure got her smile. 

Then he bent and he carefully pulled from his bag, The red, white, and  blue... an American flag. 

"I can live through the cold and the being alone, Away from my family, my house and my home.

I can stand at my post through the rain and the sleet, I can sleep in a  foxhole with little to eat. 

I can carry the weight of killing another, Or lay down my life with my  sister and brother..

Who stand at the front against any and all, To ensure for all time that  this flag will not fall." 

"So go back inside," he said, "harbor no fright, Your family is waiting  and I'll be all right." 

"But isn't there something I can do, at the least, "Give you money," I  asked, "or prepare you a feast?"

It seems all too little for all that you've done, For being away from  your wife and your son."

Then his eye welled a tear that held no regret,  "Just tell us you love  us, and never forget. 

To fight for our rights back at home while we're gone, To stand your own watch, no matter how long.

For when we come home, either standing or dead, To know you remember we fought and we bled.

Is payment enough, and with that we will trust, That we mattered to you as you mattered to us.


































� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





Iron Range Bible Church


Dedicated to the Systematic Exposition of the Word of God


“﻿Sanctify them in the truth;  Your word is truth.”











Iron Range Bible Church


_919540994.doc
[image: image1.png]






