Lesson #1  May 29, 2002

Galatians

Magna Carta of Christian Liberty

A defense of the freedom we have in Christ

Introduction: 

1.  Recipients:  Churches in Southern Galatia

2.  Date of writing: 49 AD [believe it to be his first]

3.  Occasion and purpose of writing:  what prompted Paul to write 

a.  There was a sudden change in their attitude toward truth 1:6-9

b.  To counter false teaching.  1:9

c.  Turning to the Law for maturity 3:3; 4:10; 5:2-4

d.  There was conflict and strife in the Churches.  5:15 

4.  Theme: Magna Carta of Christian Liberty 

5.  Tone: very harsh, a strong polemic [basically chewing them out]

6.  Importance of the Book:

a.  protected early churches from degenerating into just another Jewish sect, seems to be the thrust of the Judaizers.

b.  Makes an emphatic statement of salvation by grace through faith apart from works which is extremely relevant today.

c.  During the reformation Galatians along with Romans was instrumental in exposing the fallacies of Catholicism's system of works for salvation.

7.  OUTLINE

Salutation: 1:1-5

The Occasion: Defection from Christian Liberty, 1:6-9

Rest breaks down into three major sections.

   I.  Paul's Defense of His Right to Preach Christian Lib​erty, 1:10-2:21

Deals with a real challenge to his authority as an apostle.

Very personal section actually.

  II.  Justification by Faith as the Basis of Christian Lib​erty, 3:1-4:31

Very strong doctrinal section.

Refutes the arguments of the false teachers, the Judaizers.

 III. Christian Liberty in Practice, 5:1-6:10

Challenge to exploit the freedom we have in Christ.

Also deals with the consequences of legalism.

Chapters 5 and 6 spell out the practical outworking of the gospel of God’s grace, which enables the saint to live a godly life in a fallen world.

Conclusion: Final Counsel Concerning Judaizers, 6:11-18

The Epistle to the Galatians, the first of Paul's letters, centers the attention of the reader on two dominant themes: 

(1)  the justification of the believer by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ apart from legal works, and 

(2)  the ministry of the Holy Spirit as the indwelling energizer of the spiritual life in Christ.  [Sanctification]
Salutation: 1:1-5

The situation in the Galatian churches is different, agitators had challenged the author's right to the title of apostle - his right then to speak authoritatively. 

-  apostle  avpo,stoloj  from apostellw   means ‘one who is sent forth” and carries the thought of an official, authoritative sending with the necessary credentials to carry out a mission. 

What are the qualifications of an apostle.  How do we know if one is or isn't?   Paul in 2 Cor. fights against false apostles who claimed to be super apostles.

#1  Must have seen Jesus.  1 Cor. 9:1; 15:8-9
#2  Must be directly commissioned by Jesus.  Acts 9:15-16
#3  One commissioned as an apostle has the authority of Christ.    1 Cor 14:37  
Paul goes out of his way to ensure that the Galatians were clear on the fact that his commission came not through or by means of man.

Observations:  1:1

1.  Paul abruptly begins this epistle by establishing his office and authority and the source of his appointment.

2.  He goes to great lengths to make it very clear that he was not appointed to office by a group of men (an official body,  leaders of the Church at Jerusalem or Antioch) or by a man. [Peter, James, Ananias]

3.  His bold claim is that his authority, that is his apostleship, was of heavenly origin. 

4.  The impression given here is that Paul's authority had been undermined with the Galatian believers.  Therefore the attempt was to make him an inferior apostle. 

5.  The apostle of the New Testament was very similar to the prophet of the Old Testament.  A prophet functioned as God's spokesman or mouthpiece, so that if one rejected a prophet, the spokesman for God, he rejected God Himself.  Zech. 1:2-4

6.  The great doctrinal issues could not be addressed, no problem can be solved, however, until the issue of authority is settled.  This is especially true in teaching the Word of God.  [True in any teaching situation.]

7.  It is because of the absolute and uncompromising gospel which he proclaimed.   Paul teaches that the only alternative to faith in the gospel which he preaches is eternal judgement. 

v2.  and all the brethren who are with me,
Church (ekklhsia) is a very important word. 

It means "called-out ones" and in the New Testament context refers to individuals called out from a doomed and dying world by the grace of God. 
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Review:

The Greeting 1:3

Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ,

The greeting to the Galatian churches is unlike any other. 

The legalism of the Galatians was a serious matter, and Paul deals with legalism very severely,  more so than any other problem faced by the church.

As stated here grace and peace come from a single divine source.

The Significance of this short greeting for the Galatian believers is that as they respond to the teaching of the Judaizers and their legalism they are moving away from living in the sphere of grace and realizing the peace, the contentment that should be theirs as advancing believers whose life is centered on Christ.

1:4-5  The basis of the grace and peace

Paul's Doctrine is clearly proclaimed in these 2 verses and sets him at variance with  three of the leading denials of le​galism promoted by the Judaizers  and being increasingly bought by the Galatians.

a.  Legalism Denies the Significance of Christ's Death
1:4a

who gave Himself for our sins,
Legalism attempts to merit God's blessing on the basis of man's works rather than Christ's work.

b.  Legalism Denies the Purpose of Christ's Death   1:4b

that He might deliver us
The phrase  this present evil age describes that from which the death of Christ was intended to free us. 

Paul wishes us to experience the freedom brought by the death of Christ; we  also know that it is true that it is only by knowing and heeding His plan, living in the sphere of His will,  that this freedom is realized in our lives.

c. Legalism Denies the Glory of God   1:5

to whom be the glory forevermore. Amen.

Summary to this point!

1.  This epistle to the  Galatian Churches is written for their benefit and just like Paul's authority and office has as its ultimate source God not man. 1:11-12

2.  He brings to their attention (something they knew, but under the influence of these Judaizers had lost track of) that it is the atoning death of Jesus Christ on the Cross that is the only basis of Salvation. 

3.  His death on the Cross was voluntary, final, and satisfied God's +R , the demands of Holiness against sinful man.  1 Tim. 2:6; Titus 2:14

4.  The Gospel is an emancipating message that Paul says here rescues and delivers  us from the penalty and power of sin as well as the influence of this present evil age.

5.  The initial deliverance is in response to faith in the Gospel, the point of salvation. Positional deliverance which is eternal.  

Sins forgiven, given eternal life, imputed the +R of God and as a result stand justified.

6.  We are also delivered in time, in our life from the power of sin, the OSN's dominance and rulership over us has been broken.  

7.  The ultimate deliverance (future)  will be when the trump sounds and we're raised in a new body to meet Him in the air at the rapture.

8.  As free men/women in Christ we are to be slaves of righteousness not the sin nature or human viewpoint the input from the evil age. 
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The indictment of the Galatians, their desertion 1:6-9 

1.  Its Nature 1:6-7  Read

a. First the impact on Paul himself. 1:6

I am amazed

that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you   

b.  How It Affected the Defectors


1:6b-7  It Moved Them Away from Christ

-  notice who that Paul is saying that they're turning from!  Not himself, but Jesus Christ, the one who called them through the Gospel

-  what is it they are turning to from Grace?

What Paul is saying here at this point is that look, what these Judaizers are teaching is a different gospel, its heteros, its different in character than the Gospel of grace that he had clearly taught.

only there are some who are disturbing you,   

Their intent.

-  and want to distort the Gospel of Christ

Summary 1:6-7:  

1.  There is only one Gospel, the Gospel of Grace which Paul had communicated to them and which they had believed.

Acts 4:12 John 14:6 Acts 16:31  

2.  Jesus Christ himself clearly spelled out the issue in the Gospel, believe in Me! 

John 1:12-13;  3:15-16, 18, 36;  5:24   plus many;    summarized in 20:31  

3.  Salvation by works of any kind is not the Gospel that Paul taught,  it is completely opposite of the Gospel of grace,  that is salvation by faith alone in Christ alone.

4.  As Paul writes this epistle these false teachers, (Judaizers) were at work causing the Galatians to be unsettled, confused, and bewildered.  

5.  By responding to the false teachers it moved them away from Grace.  

6.  The Galatians were deserting Him who called them, and they were deserting grace.
7.  Principle: Beware of anyone who challenges salvation by grace, by any means.

1:8-9   The Gravity of a false Gospel
a.  As Illustrated by a Hypothetical Case 1:8
When Paul speaks of an angel from heaven, from our perspective today we would probably conclude that he was  using hyperbole (exaggerating to make a point) in referring to the angel.  But is he? 

should preach to you a gospel
contrary to that which we preached

Strong conclusion:  Let him be accursed

b.  As Demonstrated in an Actual Case 1:9  read

if any man  (tij )  is preaching to you a gospel contrary to that which you received,

let him be accursed.

Summary 1:8-9

1.  The  point Paul makes with vs:8 is that absolutely no one,  not one with apostolic authority or an angel, is at liberty to change or alter the Gospel of Grace.

2.  Those who do Paul makes clear are under a curse, that is judgement from God.

3.  God  often leaves false teachers on the scene as a test for believers in their life after salvation.    Deut. 13:1-5 

4.  We must remember that the divine discipline indicated by the anathema, being accursed is in God's hand, and according to His timing.
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Review:

1:10  Paul's  Conclusion

Paul uses 2 rhetorical questions to explain and amplify the strong statements that he has just made about those who would corrupt and change the message of the Gospel.

Paul is saying, "Now, in the light of the strong words of verses 8 and 9, would you say I am seeking to curry the favor of men?"  or of God?

Notice the last phrase,  If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.

Summary  1:10

1.  Paul alludes to the practice in his early years that he had fallen into  the human viewpoint trap of playing politics to please others.  [PC]  "if I were still"

2.  No one but especially no pastor can compromise the truth, doctrine, what the Word of God clearly teaches to please or influence others and expect to be pleasing God!  

3.   Pleasing others apart from the DWOG and pleasing God are mutually exclusive.

4.  With the rhetorical questions Paul asks we have an indication that was accused of toning down his communication of the Gospel to gain favor with the Gentiles.

5.  Should begin to see an apparent paradox developing;  freedom is the theme of the epistle, and the implication here is that real freedom is to be found where?    

With verse 11 we begin the first of the 3 major divisions of the epistle.  

I.  Paul's Defense of His Right to Preach Christian Lib​erty, 1:10-2:21

1.  In vs:11-12 Paul deals first the source of the Gospel

a.  Stated Negatively 1:11-12a

For I would have you know,

brethren,

that the gospel which was preached by me

is not according to man.

1:12a

For   further explains why the gospel he taught was not from man

I neither received it from man nor was I taught it

b.  Stated Positively  1:12b  

 but I (received it) through a revelation of Jesus Christ.  
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Summary   1:11-12

1.  Paul is reminding them of a very important basic point of doctrine, that is that the Gospel is not of human origin.  2 Pet 1:20-21

2.  The thrust of the context indicates that Paul's critics had attacked his lack of access to Jesus Christ during His earthly ministry.

3.  Paul counters the attack made with 2 arguments:

      #1  his commission as an apostle was from Jesus Christ and God the Father  1:1

      #2  his message communicated had its source in direct revelation from Jesus Christ.

       Note: this at the time was verifiable through the function of the spiritual gifts in the church before the completion of the canon. 

4.  My conclusion here is that Paul was personally taught by the resurrected Christ.

2.  Paul's Gospel Was not Received Medially from Man 1:13-24

a.  His Gospel Was Received Apart from His Past Learning 1:13-14

Summary vs:13-14

1. Paul's reputation before his conversion of being zealously anti-Christian was very well known.  Acts 9:21,26

2. Paul had the responsibility to deliver Jewish believers in Christ to the Chief Priests for the violation of the law, that is blasphemy. Acts 26:9-11

3. Paul was a one man crusade to crush the infant church. 

4. With his knowledge of the traditions of the Pharisees plus his genius and zeal he was led to excel over all his contemporaries.

5. After his conversion on the Damascus road he became a most formidable foe of the Pharisees and their false beliefs.  

6.  We must be on guard even today for there are false teachers out there with very slick messages that attempt to add to the Gospel not only some requirement for salvation and also for those who are saved some unbiblical addition as a means for growing and living as believers. 

b.  Paul's  Gospel was received apart from contact with other apostles  1:15-17

He first recognizes God's timing in his call.  

Rem: when you think of grace you need to remember that it describes the principle upon which God always operates in relationship to mankind.

That Paul stresses grace here is important since the Galatians were being conned by these slick Judaizers into thinking that grace was not sufficient either for obtaining salvation or for living the Christian life after salvation.    

Why this direct revelation to Paul?

so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles,   [purpose clause]

Events after the Damascus Road - his salvation

Summary of 1:15-17

1.  We find Paul here recognizing Divine timing in his life.

2.  Paul was called through grace and given a vision of the resurrected Christ on the Damascus road.

3.  Paul also recognized that he was in the office not on the basis of his own merit or by association with others.

4.  What can we say about Paul,  he had been positive at God consciousness so that God kept him alive until the time when the circumstances of his life and the gospel presentation would bear fruit in belief of the gospel message. 

5.  Since Paul's instruction was direct via revelation he did not consult or seek approval of others.  [wasn't necessary] 

6.  We find here also Paul's goal and objective of ministry as an apostle, in order that I many proclaim Him among the Gentiles.

7.  Paul was given the correct spiritual gift, apostleship, so that he was able to fulfill  his ministry as God intended.

8.  Paul spent from the Summer of 35 into the Summer of 37 in the desert of Arabia going to Seminary I believe taught by Christ.  Vs:12 

-  the fruit of this time is the Doctrine we have here and in Romans and the epistles.
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c.  Paul's first visit to Jerusalem  1:18

Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him fifteen days.

Summary 1:18

1.  Time frame was in the late Summer of 37 AD shortly after his return to Damascus from Arabia.   -  passage that details this is Acts 9:19-30

2.  When he arrived in Jerusalem he was initially rejected by the believers there.   Acts 9:26

3.  But Barnabas interceded on his behalf and sought for him an audience with the Apostles who were present.   Acts 9:27

4.  His visit was cut short due to a plot to kill him by the Hellenistic Jews, unbelievers.        Acts 9:29

5.  Irony!!   Three years before he left Jerusalem as one of Christianity's greatest enemies,  he returns as one of its greatest apologists.

d.  Paul's independence 1:19

e.  1:20  Decision time for the Galatians

This verse is a parenthesis. 

f.  After his first visit to Jerusalem 1:21-24

Gal. Chapter 2

Paul continues his defense of his Apostolic  authority but in doing so he shifts from the source of the message he communicated  to the nature and content of the message.

2:1  Second visit to Jerusalem  Read!

Historical background:

During Paul's ministry he visited Jerusalem 5 times.  [as far as we know]

1. The visit after he left Damascus  (Acts 9:26-30; Gal. 1:18-20)

2. The famine visit (Acts 11:27-30;  Gal. 2:1-10)

3. The visit to attend the Jerusalem Council  (Acts 15:1-29)

4. The visit at the end of the second missionary journey  (Acts 18:22)

5. The final visit that resulted in Paul's Caesarean imprisonment  (Acts 21:15—23:35)

This time he goes to Jerusalem with Barnabas and Titus with him.

2:2  Why the second visit 

First Paul says, And it was because of a revelation that I went up;  
Second Paul gives us another important reason for the visit to Jerusalem,  

and I submitted to them the gospel which I preach among the Gentiles,

What's  Paul doing here?

How did he operate?

but I did so in private to those who were of reputation, 
for fear that I might be running, or had run, in vain.

Summary 2:1-2

1.  Paul went up to Jerusalem with Barnabas because of a revelation from God,  therefore in obedience to God. 

-  believe it was the events covered in Acts 11:27-30 before his 1st missionary journey

2.  One of their responsibilities on this trip to Jerusalem was to take a contribution from the believers at Antioch to those in need in Jerusalem.  Acts 11:30

3.  While there Paul went to the leadership of the Church and had a private meeting with them.  Acts 11:30 

4.  Believe that the issue (point of BD)  that so concerned him then is the same as the one now plaguing the Galatian  church, that of legalism. 

5.  What Paul sought to discover was whether the leadership of the Jerusalem church were also communicating a grace gospel as he was.

6.  Were they insisting on circumcision or any other requirement of the law for salvation, that is adding works. 

7.  The test will be Titus an uncircumcised  gentile, will the leadership accept him as a  believer.

8.  What Paul discovered is that they, the leaders, were also teaching  the same grace message as he was.

9.  Paul did discover that there were some in the periphery, who held to the same views as the Judaizers who were now pressing the Galatians.  [2:4]

10.  Paul's great fear was not for any personal concern but for the impact of this kind of thinking and action on the church.  The consequences of moving away from grace  are always devastating.

2:3  A test case

key word here is compelled    avnagka,zw    to exert pressure, to coerce 

Summary of 2:3

1. I believe that Paul brought Titus along to specifically test those in Jerusalem.

2.  Paul that both Jew and Gentiles were accepted by God through faith in Jesus Christ without any distinction and that the Church should also.

3.  Between Paul and the leadership of the Church, the ones that he met privately with, there was no disagreement, no issue, they were in agreement about salvation.
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Intro:  

2:4  The false brethren   

But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in,    
How did they operate?
secretly brought in, who had sneaked in

What was their purpose?   
to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus,
What were they examining?  our liberty, the freedom they had in Christ Jesus.

Liberty    evleuqeri,a   as a state of being free freedom, liberty, opposite doulei,a (slavery, bondage);

Observations on Liberty/freedom in Christ.

1.  Our heritage as believer's in Christ is one of freedom.  Gal. 5:1, 13 

2.  We are free from the domination of the sin nature.

Need to think about this in 2 ways.

#1.  Positional   Rom 6:2,7  provision is made!  Freed in a legal sense dikaiow
#2.  Experientially  Rom. 6:11-22   

3.  Freedom to serve God

      -  6:22  freed from sin and enslaved to God.

-  1 Pet. 2:16 
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4.  We are not condemned to a life of servitude but to freedom in Christ.  Rom 8:2

-  "The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death." 

(Rabbit trail)

· Rom 8:2  Expands on our new freedom 

God has provided a means of deliverance.

The means for that deliverance,  he calls here,  the law of the Spirit of life. 

-  He has also done something else for us when we believed, and that is what Paul is emphasizing here, "has set us free from the law of sin and of death." 

-  Several significant things should be noted concerning Paul's statement in Romans 8:2. 

          1st Paul refers to two distinct laws: 

The law of the Spirit of life and the law of sin and death. 

The reason that the believer is not condemned to a life of servitude to the sin nature is that the enabling power of the Holy Spirit has set him free from the ruling power of the sin nature. 

Back to Gal 2:4

What was their goal?

that they might bring us into bondage
Summary vs:4

1.  Circumcision was not the initial issue or focal point of the meeting between Paul and the  leadership of the Jerusalem church.

2.  Some legalistic Jews infiltrated the meeting attempting to change the agenda.

3.  If Paul and Barnabas, and the leadership of the Church acceded to the demands of these legalists and imposed circumcision on Titus what would be  the result?

      It would deny the fact that salvation was by faith alone in Christ alone and it would affirm that in addition to faith there must  be obedience to the law for acceptance before God. 

4.  See here some of the characteristics of legalism:

5.  Legalism directed towards believers always seeks to limit the freedom they had in Christ.

6.  The legalists then, as now,  are determined to reduce Christianity to a system of do's and don'ts.  The ministry of the Spirit in their life is foreign to them.

-  Rem: Christianity  is a relationship, empowered by the H/S as He illuminates the Word in us,  which  Word then motivates us to loving obedience to the will of God.

2:5  Paul's response to the False Brethren

But we did not yield in subjection to them for even an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would remain with you.

Purpose for standing firm  

so that the truth of the gospel would remain with you.

2:6-10  Paul's independence at Jerusalem 

After completing the confrontation with the false brethren, the legalists, Paul resumes his narrative, relating some more details of the meeting with the apostles and leadership of the Church.

The Other Apostles did not Contribute Anything to Paul 2:6

But from those who were of high reputation  i.e. Peter, John, (apostles) and James

(what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)--

Then he states clearly: well, those who were of reputation contributed nothing to me.
What's the point here?

The gospel was given to me fully and accurately, and the apostles had nothing whatsoever to add to it. 

Recognition and Confirmation of the Ministry of Paul 2:7-10

But on the contrary, seeing that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been to the circumcised

seeing that I had been entrusted with the gospel   

What is being stated here is the conclusion that the leadership made. That to Paul was committed the responsibility of taking the Gospel of grace to the Gentiles  while Peter to the Jews.

2:8 Parenthesis confirmation of their conclusion in vs:7  

This is a real blow to the legalists

(for He who effectually worked for Peter in his apostleship to the circumcised effectually worked for me also to the Gentiles),

Who is the one being referred to here?

2:9  Another motive for approval  Read!

They also recognized God's seal of approval on both men in their respective ministries.

and recognizing the grace that had been given to me, James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, so that we might go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.

2:10  Request made of Paul

They only asked us to remember the poor-- the very thing I also was eager to do.

-  these  gifts would have a great impact in promoting unity between Gentile and Jewish believers,  that there is concern for one another in Christ.

Summary 2:7-10

1.  The real praise for their function in their roles as apostles, or pastors (leadership) goes to the Holy Spirit,  who not only indwells but gives the spiritual gifts to each one and is the operational power through the Word.  

2.  Its possible that the legalists, the Judaizers now plaguing the Galatian believers, had previously claimed Apostolic approval for their position.  [obvious they didn't since there was a major difference.]

3.  Paul in this paragraph is challenging the Galatians to check the facts, check out the truth.

4.  The leadership in Jerusalem by extending the right hand of fellowship to Paul, Barnabas and Titus have recognized the divine source of their gospel message and Paul's apostolic office.

Lesson 9 June 26, 2002

Review:

Why this visit to Jerusalem is not the Jerusalem council visit (3rd) of Acts 15.

1. Crucial to Paul's argument here to refute the Judaizers (legalists) and their gospel of works is to present all the apostolic discussion related to the issue at hand as he writes.  49 AD.

2.  A failure to cite the famine visit of Acts 11:26-30 (2nd) would leave a gap in his historical argument.

3.  Paul went to Jerusalem because of a revelation, not as the result of a dissention and debate Acts 15:2.

4.  This meeting covered in 2:1-10 is a private one while the Jerusalem council meeting was basically open therefore a public debate.  Pastors from all over.

5.  I believe that if this was the Jerusalem council visit Paul would have cited the decisions and conclusions they arrived at and sent out in a letter to the churches.   Acts 15:23-29

6.  I don't believe the next incident with Peter would have taken place after the Jerusalem council.  

2:11-14  Paul's defense of the Gospel's application to life. 

-  gives a summary first then the details

Paul once again with this incident with Peter dramatically supports his claim to possess an authority equal to and independent of that of the other apostles. 

Must keep in mind that here we have a shift in focus from what we have already covered: 

(1)  a new issue--foods rather than circumcision; 

(2)  a new area of the faith--Christian living rather than the basis of salvation; 

(3)  a new subject-- Jewish liberty rather than the liberty of Gentile Christians.

2:11 Statement of Peter's guilt  
But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned.

I opposed him    avnqi,sthmi   basic to stand against, to set oneself against; to oppose

because he stood condemned.  kataginw,skw
-  condemn, declare to be wrong, judge to be guilty

Summary vs:11 

1.  Peter's actions here when he came to Antioch, a Gentile area, had great impact on the believers' there. 

2.  Paul was quick to act decisively  because he knew how extensive and detrimental  this type of influence could be.

3.  Peter was not ignorant of the truth, the principles of doctrine that are pertinent to Christian living.

4.  The issue here is freedom of Jews to eat and fellowship with Gentile believers. 

5.  The hygiene and dietary regulations of the M/L were important to their lives as Jews.

-  had benefits from obedience to them,  many health benefits.

-  therefore were used to demonstrate volition, sin, and spirituality (relationship)

6.  Peter  stood condemned in 2 ways:

#1  self -  condemned by his own conscience; he knew what was right and failed to apply it;  succumbed to the pressure from others. 

#2  condemned in the sight of others -  as a result of the evaluation of his actions.

7.  Failure to resist compromising BD puts the believer on the gory road,  headed for discipline.

8.  The P/T has the responsibility to expose false doctrine that infiltrates the congregation. 

2:12  Details the background of Peter's hypocricy 

We find first here what Peter was up to, what he did.

For prior to the coming of certain men from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles;

When Paul says he used to eat  he puts the verb for eating in the imperfect tense, indicating that this was Peter's usual pattern, that is to fellowship with the Gentile believers, as fellow believers in Christ.

Peter makes a change when the delegation arrived on the scene.

but when they came, he began to withdraw and hold himself aloof,  

Reason given - personal fear:   fearing the party of the circumcision.

2:13 Peter's actions influenced others

The rest of the Jews joined him in hypocrisy,  that is the Jews in the church at Antioch. 

What's happening here with these leaders who should be setting an example?
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Review 

Summary 2:12-13

1. See here an example of fear neutralizing a believer, Peter, in his life, ministry.

2.  Peter concluded I believe, and wrongly at that, that his fellowshipping with the Gentiles would somehow neutralize his ministry to Jews.

3.  Therefore he compromised the truth as his solution. 

4.  They were hypocritical because they were failing to apply the truth they knew.

5.  The church at Antioch faced a crisis situation, a split along racial lines, Jew/Gentile all because of one man's fear.

6.  No one is immune from negative volition, no application, not  even an Apostle. 

7.  Here we see operation bandwagon, others jumping on the hypocrisy started by Peter.

8.  One of the greatest blows to Paul personally had to be the defection of Barnabas

2:14  Waffling on the Truth

We find here they knew at least the basics of the truth, that should have motivated them to take different actions, not succumb to the legalists.  

But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel,  
-  Paul defines the  limits about which they are wavering and waffling.  the truth of the gospel,

Paul takes action

I said to Peter before them all

Paul exposes the hypocrisy

"If you, being a Jew, (and you are 1cc) live in the manner of Gentiles and not as the Jews, why do you compel Gentiles to live as Jews?  

Paul's indictment   why do you compel Gentiles to live as Jews?  

Summary 2:14

1. Because of the seriousness of the issue Paul gets right to the issue, asks Peter to explain his inconsistency with the Truth.

2. How do we know Peter knew?   That is that the levitical regulations related to diet, what was clean or unclean were no longer in force.   Acts 10:28 [gives BL]

3. Peter's  waffling on the truth had a negative impact on the fellowship in the Church at Antioch.  It was drawing lines between Jew and Gentile that would if not handled quickly divide the church.

4. Because of the  negative impact of what Peter had done Paul was quick to rebuke him to prevent further wavering from the truth. 

2:15  Race is not an issue in justification

"We are Jews by nature 
and not sinners from among the Gentiles;

2:16  The  meaning of justification, knowing the facts      

Paul nails 5 important truths related to Justification here in verse 16.  This is foundational truth!

Truth #1   "to  be justified" means to be declared righteous before God 

The verb is   dikaio,w  to declare just or right.    [Rom 3:24]

Truth #2   "knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law" 
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Truth #3  A man is justified by faith in Jesus Christ,

Truth #4   even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law;
Truth #5    since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.

2:17  Justification misunderstood. 

Paul draws a logical conclusion based on the thinking/actions of the legalists.

Here's how I see what your up to and its logical consequence.

Paul's attempt to point out the error in their legalistic thinking.

But if  sets up the conditional statement for argument sake, 1cc  [prodosis]

while seeking to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have also been found sinners
The conclusion, (Apodosis), is Christ then a minister of sin? 

Paul's response to a totally unthinkable suggestion,  May it never be! 

Summary 2:17

1.  If we as Jews reject our religious practice and seek to be justified by faith in Christ we're admitting 2 things.  

#1.  If we turn our back on the works of the Law then we will be putting ourselves in the same status as the Gentile sinners. (vs:15) who are seeking to be justified by faith in Christ

-  great pride/arrogance on their part 

#2.   Are we not saying also that the law has failed us as a justifying agent. 

2.  These legalistic Jews  (those who desired to maintain the Levitical observations) like those troubling the Galatians argued that because a violation of the Law is sin that abandonment of the Law  in seeking to be justified by faith in Christ is also sin.

3.  If this were true than the only conclusion you can arrive at with this logic is that Christ is the minister of sin, the promoter of sin.

4.  To this, Paul emphatically replies, Absolutely not, don't think such a thing! 

With 2:18 Paul amplifies this strong denial

Notice  that Paul shifts here to the first person pronoun "I".  

"For if I rebuild what I have once destroyed,  

I prove myself to be a transgressor.   

Observations: 2:18

1.  Paul is refuting here the accusation that by communicating freedom from the law he makes Christ an abettor of sin.

2.  Notice who Paul says is the source of sin, who is the transgressor, violates the divine N& S not  Christ.

3.  Paul as a zealous Pharisee had taught that the M/L  was essential for salvation.

4.  After salvation, being justified by faith he tore down the false concepts related to salvation and the Mosaic law.

5.  Now to declare valid again the Law as necessary for salvation or for maintaining or living after salvation what he rightly understood to be abrogated is hypocrisy.

6.  This is what Peter has done when he was intimidated and stopped fellowshipping with the Gentile believers.  

7.  To say that salvation is by works, any kind, or is necessary to maintain it, is to say that Jesus Christ's work on the Cross is meaningless, has no value.

8.  The law does have the purpose of pointing out man's need for salvation, that they are sinners and stand condemned before God.

The Mosaic Law breaks down into 3 sections.

1.  Codex   I  -  the moral code  -  human freedom.

2.  Codex  II  -  Spiritual code  -  sacrifices, feasts; shadow Christology.

3.  Codex III  -  Social Code  -  LDE related to the nation's function

Limitations of the  Mosaic Law

1.  it cannot justify  -  Gal 2:16;  Rom 3:20,28

2.  it cannot provide life  -  Rom 7:10; Gal 3:21

3.  it cannot provide the individual H/S  - Gal.  3:2

4.  it cannot solve the problem of the OSN  -  Rom. 8:3

2:19  The Proper Effect of the Law.

"For through the Law I died to the Law, so that I might live to God.

Summary 2:19
1.  In the phrase "for I myself through the law"  takes us to the point in his life when he realized he was a sinner and therefore separated from God.

2.  The second phrase "died to the law" indicates his separation from the law at salvation.

3.  How is all this possible?  Totally through the Work of Christ on the cross and our exhaling faith in Him.

4.  When he went to the cross he bore the penalty for our sin, the curse of the law having become a curse on our behalf.  Gal 3:13

- Rom 7:4,6; 10:4

5.  Attempting to live under the law, any system of religious works, to gain acceptance with God actually  prevents one from living out their life for God. 

6.  Because Paul as a result of faith in Christ, that is, identified with Him, the law's penalty has been exacted and the law is satisfied. 

7.  By this life sharing union with Christ we are free to live unto God, to present ourselves for service to Him, no longer under condemnation.

8.  The law can never justify; on the contrary  it is a condemnatory agent.

9.  Since we died to the law,  the Holy Spirit will never lead us as believers in any law keeping, that is to have the law as a rule of life.
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Review 

Summary of 2:19  not on original notes

8.  The law can never justify; on the contrary  it is a condemnatory agent.

9.  Since we died to the law,  the Holy Spirit will never lead us as believers in any law keeping, that is to have the law as a rule of life.

2:20 gives the doctrinal basis on which Paul can say what we've just seen in  2:17-19.

"I have been crucified with Christ;    sustauro,w   perfect passive indicative;  means to be crucified together with;

What is being spoken of here is retroactive positional truth, what God did for you the moment you believed in Christ.

This results in the divine provision for daily living.  Current positional truth for f2.

and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me;  

Point is that who you were in Adam before salvation is no longer the basis of your life.

Christ is now the Source of your Christian life.

but Christ lives in me;  again durative present of living, keeps on living  in me

You, the new-creation “me,” are indwelt by Christ. 

and the life which I now live in the flesh  [the life we live now as believers in this body]

How are we able to live this new life in Christ?

I live by faith in the Son of God     evn pi,stei    by means of faith  

Paul wants to make sure we understand that this new life in Christ does not rest either on  the basis of law codes, nor in the human efforts of any of us, but that it rests in and looks confidently to Christ for its provision.

The true dignity and the worthiness of Jesus Christ as the object of our faith is intended here by the title "Son of God."     

Gives the reason or motivation for our faith in the Son of God.

who loved me and gave Himself up for me.  

The fact that He died in our place forms the ground for justification:   the demands of the law for death due to sin have been met.  
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Review:

Summary 2:20

1.   Paul is explaining more fully what it means to die to the law so that he and we are able to live to God.

2.   Basic to understanding this context is understanding of the believer being in union with Christ and therefore having a standing before God. 

3.   Another aspect of the baptizing ministry of the Holy Spirit is that each believer is also identified with Christ in His death, burial and resurrection.

4.   When Paul says here that he was crucified with Christ  (PAPT) and it has lasting impact in the present reality of his life  (CPT). 

5.   At the cross all sin was judged as they were poured out on Jesus Christ. 

6.   Need to recognize also that all human good, human works systems was also rejected Titus 3:5;  Isa. 64:6.

7.   Being crucified with Christ (RAPT)  recognizes that being identified with Christ includes the OSN being positionally handled in that it no longer has  to rule,  we no longer have to live life dominated by it.

8.  Paul wants the Galatians  to know that because of Current positional truth  (CPT)  that is, being in Christ is an  important foundation to our life lived each day.  

9.  The mechanic Jesus Christ in us as believers is through the Word, doctrine in us renewing the N&S of the conscience, the  convictions in life with the result that His character is formed in us.

10.  Paul is telling the Galatians that the power manifested in and through my life is by the indwelling Christ, that is His word in me which give me the provision necessary to prevail over any and all obstacles and it is available to you. 

11.  The motivation for this faith Paul says  is related our orientation to and appreciation of  the work of Jesus Christ on the cross. 
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2:21  Paul's conclusion related to importance of Grace

"I do not nullify the grace of God     ouvk avqetw/  to set aside, declare invalid, to reject

"grace"  here focuses on His saving - justifying provision, the cross.

Grace is (B.L.) all that God is free to do for us based on the work of Christ on the Cross.

Def.  Grace speaks of all that God has done to bring fallen and sinful man into a just and eternal relationship with Himself and do so without compromising His character and totally apart from human merit or works.

"for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly."

Christ died needlessly   dwrea.n adverb speaks of an unaccepted gift therefore without purpose, needlessly

Summary 2:21

1.  This verse is the coup-de-grace, the death blow to legalism since it makes it clear that Grace and works in salvation are mutually exclusive.

2.  The point Paul has been making is that the death of Christ on the Cross is totally sufficient for one to be justified before God.

3.  The very thought of Christ, the Messiah dying needlessly, without a purpose is unimaginable to Paul and should be to each of us!

Galatians   Chapter 3

II.   Justification by Faith as the Basis of Christian Lib​erty, 3:1- 4:31

1.  3:1-5  Paul questions the Galatians about their experience.

The first question 3:1   Read vs:1

You foolish Galatians,   avno,htoj   foolish in the sense of without thinking;

who has bewitched you,  baskai,nw  literally used to refer to casting a magic spell on someone; or to bring damage to a person through an evil eye or spoken word.

before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified?

With this statement Paul is telling them your without excuse, your accountable.

If  you Galatians had truly appreciated the significance of the crucifixion of Christ you would not have found the message of the Judaizers/legalists so attractive.

Observations: 3:1

1.  Paul had not been deficient in his communication of the gospel of grace, that one is justified by faith in the work of Christ on the cross and they had believed.

2.  The problem now is that the doctrine, the truth that they know is not being used to evaluate what the Judaizers are teaching them.

3.  These Galatian believers appear as if charmed, bewitched by the evil of this heteros gospel. 

4.  Point that Paul makes here in the last part of the verse is that if you reflected on and appreciated the Work of Christ on the Cross it would destroy your legalism.

5.   Part of the P/T's ministry is to teach the wise, those who realize they don't know it all and need to be taught and to encourage the foolish to think and become wise.

6.  Application:  The danger of being a non-thinking   avno,htoj  believer.

a.  Non-thinking believers are characterized by superficial attitudes relative to doctrine.

b.  Non-thinking believers do not discriminate within the world of ideas.

c.  Non-thinking believers without a foundation of doctrine are easy prey for the false doctrine that is the fad of the day.

d.  One's capacity to discriminate in the world of ideas is an indication of one's maturity.

3:2  The Second Question  

The set up for the second question!

This is the only thing I want to find out from you:  lit. this only I desire to learn from you!
did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?

Did the Holy Spirit come to indwell you as the result of law motivated works or by a message that stimulated faith?
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Summary 3:2

1.  Paul is challenging them here to think back to what transpired when they believed in Christ. 

2.  The issue that Paul is raising is did your salvation begin on the basis of law produced works or on the basis of faith in the Gospel that I communicated?

3.  Since these churches were predominately Gentile and did not have a background in the M/L  therefore law oriented works why are you being sidetracked now by idea that law produced works have some merit. 

4.  When they had evaluated the circumstances related to their salvation, the only conclusion they could arrive at is that they received the Holy Spirit [indwelling] in response to faith in Christ, the message of grace that Paul had communicated. 

3:3  Question #3  Shifts the issue of sanctification  

Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?

Think folks can a work which begun on the basis of the higher sphere of God's Spirit be perfected or brought to its intended goal on the basis of the works of the flesh, the sin nature dominating which is a lower sphere.  Is that God's way?

Begun by the Holy Spirit:  [brings into view the specific things accomplished at salvation]

Regeneration -  gives new life,  eternal life,  cancels spiritual death 

Batism of the H/S -  enters us into union with Christ; identification with Christ

Indwells - permanent

Seals us  -  guarantee of our future inheritance in Christ.

Gives each one a spiritual gift [for the function of the body of Christ the Church]

being perfected    evpitele,w  to accomplish, to complete to bring something to an intended goal  

Paul is saying here that the greatest thing that ever happened to you came about because you believed in Christ,  why have you abandoned the faith principle now for a system of law produced works.  You've gone from grace to legalism.

UNDER GRACE                                                          UNDER LEGALISM

God is the source of blessing                                  God is indebted to bless. 

Man is the recipient                                                   Man is the producer

Works are the result                                                  Works are the means

Result is an attitude of humility                                Result is an attitude of pride  
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Review: 

Summary of 3:3 

1.  The Galatian believers had been influenced by the message of the legalists, with their law performance living to the extent that they  were abandoning their position of grace, (where they started) and were seeking to advance in their spiritual life by observing the law,  therefore by works.

2.  What they failed to apply is the fact that the Holy Spirit is both the agent in salvation and in living the Christian life, growing and advancing in time.

3.  No one is able under natural and human power that is the energy of the flesh (sin nature dominating the life) to advance to the intended goal and objective of the Christian life.  

4.  The works of the flesh, our own righteousness,  as far as God is concerned are dead works.  Heb 6:1

5.  The means of justification is by faith and the means of growth in Christ is by faith, both then the working of Holy Spirit therefore by Grace.

3:4  Was your early advance for nothing?     What's Paul's point?  

Look Galatians, you suffered many things due to your living out your faith when you believed in Christ, responding to the gospel I taught while there. Were these sufferings, all the things that you experienced  to no purpose? 

Summary 3:4   What do we know?

1.  The believers within the churches of Galatia underwent extensive persecution for their faith (as did the Thessalonian believers).  Acts 14:1-7  

2.  Initially they did not succumb to the persecution  and suffering.

3.  After a time they did fall prey to the smooth talking Judaizers.

4.  Paul is reminding them that their abandonment of grace for legalism in effect brands their former position in grace as being in error therefore the early suffering was of no purpose.

5.  Prin: to be persecuted because of your faith, because of  your grace orientation and application of doctrine in life, that suffering is undeserved suffering.

3:5  Fifth question:  What is the basis of God's present work among you?

-  Who is the He?

-  provides you with the Spirit   evpicorhge,w  to supply abundantly, over and above what is thought to be necessary;

-  and works miracles among you
Does the provision of the Holy Spirit and His impact in your life, Is it a reality on the basis of works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?
Summary 3:5   What's the conclusion that they should have come to?   

1.  Jesus Christ is the Supplier of the Holy Spirit.  John 14:26; 15:26; 16:7

2.  The head of the body fully supplies us with all that we need to advance spiritually Col. 2:19.

3.  Their spiritual provision was by means of hearing a message of faith.

4.  The answer is devastating to any effort by the legalists to put a thinking believer under the law as a dynamic for living the Christian life or in an attempt to please God.

5.  The conclusion we should come to is that we have responsibility not to the law or any law system but to the belief in the objective message of God's provision through  the Word.

6.  The basic question here then,  Is spirituality on the basis of works or faith?

7.  True spirituality leads to works,  but works never lead to true spirituality.

8.  All 5 of these questions Paul intends as stimulators of thinking, to jolt the unthinking Galatians out of their delusion, their fascination with the Judaizers message.

3:6   The example of Abraham;  Theological argument against legalism.

Even so Abraham BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.

Paul is saying to  the Galatian believers, okay lets examine how Abraham was justified before God.  We will find that it was no different than you were. Faith not rituals/works.

Even so Abraham BELIEVED GOD   pisteu,w  believed
Key word in Gen. 15:6  is the Hebrew word for  believed !m;a'
So Abraham believed God, YHWH, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS  RIGHTEOUSNESS
WAS RECKONED   logi,zomai   to credited to one's account;  to impute or attribute to;
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Review:

Summary 3:6

1.  Paul makes an appeal to the example of Abraham and his salvation.

2.  Abraham actually came from a pagan background, his father was an idol worshipper in Ur of the Chaldees.   Joshua 24:1-2 

3.  Paul cites Genesis 15:6  to demonstrate convincingly to the Galatians that even Abraham was justified by faith and not by works.

4. How was it that this Father of the Jewish people was actually justified?   He believed that God was able to perform what He promised.

5.  This occurred long before Abraham was circumcised  Gen. 17:24 

6.  What Paul is trying to get the Galatians to realize, or ask themselves, On what basis  then could the Judaizers insist that you be circumcised for salvation when look even Abraham was saved, justified by faith.

7.  Key is that justification is on the basis of faith, faith is non-meritorious since all the merit is in the object of faith. 

8.  In fact faith is the only grace way, since it is non meritorious. Rom 4:16

9.  Faith in Christ is man's faith directed toward the only saving object, Jesus Christ's work on the Cross.  That is what God has provided.

10  The righteousness spoken of here that is credited to Abraham or imputed to him is absolute, it is God's righteousness based therefore on His character.

3:7   The true sons of Abraham 

Paul's conclusion from the preceding that Abe was saved by faith

Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham.

that it is those who are of faith

Who are the ones who believe, exhale faith in Christ?

are sons of Abraham   ui`o,j,

Summary  3:7  

1.  Since faith is what justified Abraham,  it is also what justifies his progeny. 

2.  Righteousness was credited to Abraham on the basis of faith not works, as held by the Judaizers.

3.  They must come to grips with the fact that ones spiritual birth is the important thing not ones physical birth, i.e. genetics.

4.  What the Judaizers had to orient to and were having a problem with is that Gentiles as well as Jews  were Abraham's progeny by  faith.

3:8  All are justified by faith
Believe that we can conclude that what Paul is up to here is answering the false conclusions by the Judaizers.

The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith,
-  God and Scripture are treated as one and the same.  

-  God and the message of His word are inseparably ONE.
What did the Scripture do?

foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith
Paul is pointing out that what he taught and the experience of those who believed in Christ is consistent with what the Scripture has always taught, that is, that one is justified  by faith.

preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "ALL THE NATIONS WILL BE BLESSED IN YOU."

The principle is that justification by faith was God's way, the grace way,  before circumcision was established as  a sign of the Abrahamic covenant,  before the M/L was given therefore it was before the priesthood was established, and before the sacrifices  and feast days. 
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Summary 3:8

1.  The means of justification has always been the same, by faith.   

2.  Therefore this justification by faith is available to all, regardless of one's race, geographic  location and has always been so.

3.  Abraham then was justified by faith many years, 40-50, before he was circumcised Rom. 4:10. 

4.  The promise of the blessing than to all mankind, to all nations, would be through Jesus Christ who would be seed of Abraham.  Gal. 3:16;  Mat. 1:1

5.  The blessing to all mankind is from being spiritually identified with Abraham's faith, not a physical identification with him or with an overt physical observance like circumcision. 

6.  This verse highlights Paul's view that Scripture is linked directly with  the communication of God.

7.  Need to remember what Paul is doing with his theological arguments here.  He's answering the false conclusions that the Judaizers had given to the Galatians.

Believe that the Judaizers might have argued in the following way:

a.  We have Abraham as our father, he was chosen by YHWH as founder of the race.

b.  Abraham received the rite of circumcision as a sign of YHWH's covenant blessing.

c.  Therefore, since all the heathen Gentiles were to be blessed in Abraham, they would of necessity have to be incorporated into  his descendency by the same rite of circumcision.

8.  Paul here in this paragraph is saying very strongly, No, your wrong, you've made the wrong deduction.  It is not the essence of Abraham's circumcision that makes a Gentile a spiritual son, but it the essence of His faith.

3:9  His summary conclusion

So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer.  

Summary 3:9 

1.  This blessing or provision is made available to all nations, all peoples  (unlimited atonement)  but only those who exhale faith in Christ are the recipients of this blessing. 

2.  This brings us eternal blessing,  (fruit of justification - heaven) as well as the potential for blessing in time, in our life. 

3.  Faith or trust in what God provides is never misplaced trust!  

4.  We will be able to share Abraham's company during the millennium. 

3:10-14  Continues with his theological argument by showing the illogic of reliance on the Law.

What he is going to do here is to contrast the negative impact of the law performance living and the positive deliverance through Christ alone.

3:10   The Law brings a curse

For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse;

But what is the real case!   are under a curse;

There are two broad and inclusive expressions in this verse: “everyone” and “all things.” Paul wanted the Galatians to realize that when they subject themselves to the Law, they subject themselves to it in its entirety. 

Summary 3:10

1.  Paul in Galatians 3 recognizes two classes of people.  

#1  those out from the source of faith  vs:7, 9 

#2  those out from the source of works,  10,  (2,5 works of law)

2.  The first group, of faith group, have discovered that the source of justification and therefore blessing by God is by faith.

3.  While the second group, of works group, are those who are attempting by their own efforts to obtain blessing from God.  

4. What Paul is emphatically saying here is that for anyone to attempt to obtain a standing before God on the basis of law keeping not only fails to find the blessing, but in reality is placing himself under a curse which insures the wrath of God.

5.  Paul demonstrates his proposition from the Scriptures.  Quotes Dt. 27:26

He gives us four basic facts about the law that are pertinent.

a.   God's law never misses a violator.

b.  God's law allows for  no lapses in compliance.

c.  God's law requires total obedience.

d.  God's law demands actual performance not mere lip service.

6.  This verse is a strong statement to those like the Judaizers who operated on the premise that to submit to the law entitled them or brought them special blessing.
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Review:

3:11-12  The blessing of faith  

It was by faith that men, like Abraham, were justified before God, not by law‑keeping. 

“Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, ‘the righteous man shall live by faith.’”

We must remember that faith is an active noun and speaks of believing in something, it is not passive. In fact faith-resting in the promises of God is not a passive thing at all. You need to know them and believe them and apply them. 

Summary  3:11

1.  Paul demonstrates through this quote of Hab. 2:4 that even in the OT in the age of Israel, under the M/L salvation and the life lived before God was on the same basis, faith.

2.  Paul is really appealing to the harmony of Scripture.  

3.  The future of   za,w (zaw)  we shall live speaks of enjoying our new life in Him, in the time he grants to us and in eternity.

3:12    Law and faith are like oil and water,  don't mix.

Possibly Paul is responding to the input from someone that both faith and works were necessary for justification.  

However, the Law is not of faith; on the contrary, "HE WHO PRACTICES THEM SHALL LIVE BY THEM."

Summary 3:12
1.  Only perfect performance under the law could win divine approval.  

2.  No one, except for Jesus Christ ever fulfilled the law completely  Mt 5:17;  1 Pet. 1:19;

3.  Man's inability to keep the law completely demonstrates the futility of attempting to gain salvation by law keeping or any works from our own ability.

4.  Faith exhaled in the only one who kept the law completely, was without spot or blemish and therefore the only means of salvation.

Lesson 19 July 21, 2002

3:13-14  Only Christ is able to deliver from the Curse of the Law 

3:13 What was accomplished in redemption

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law,

Who is the subject?

Redeemed from what?

How??   The means of Redemption

having become a curse for us-

Paul has been painting a very vivid picture here  for the Galatians.

1.  All mankind is under a curse  vs:10.

2.  Christ became a curse for us,  while bearing our sin on Calvary  vs:13.

3.  He redeemed us, purchased us out from that curse vs:13

Documentation:  quote of Dt. 21:23

for it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE "--

Summary of 3:13

1.  Being under a curse, mankind is helpless, unable by his own efforts to satisfy the just demands of the law and therefore find acceptance before God.

2.  But Christ was able to satisfy the just demands of the Law, paying the penalty demanded by it on our behalf.  

3.  He was the only one qualified to redeem us since he perfectly kept the law and therefore was without spot and blemish.    Mat. 5:17;  1 Pet. 1:18-19

4.  By being obedient to the will of the Father in going to the cross and bearing our sins He became a curse for us.

5.  This leaves God free, without compromising His integrity, His essence in any way to give mercy to the one who believes in Jesus Christ.

3:14  The purpose of redemption  (two-fold)

He concludes the argument in vs:14  with 2 purposes for redemption.

First purpose: in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles,  

Second purpose: so that we would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

Observations 3:14

1.  One of the things that we should pick up as we go through here, is that Paul is showing the  need for systematic theology.

2.  Example: Faith is so central and important that many other doctrines must be related to it.  

3.   Notice here that Paul comes full circle, he began his questions with the Holy Spirit and faith (vs:2) and ends this paragraph by personalizing the indwelling of  the Holy Spirit by faith.

Doctrine of Redemption

Romans 3:24

There are 4 key areas of doctrine in Paul's focus here:

#1. "being justified" 

- The idea is to declare righteous; speaks of a legal reality!

- To be justified is to be acquitted by God from all charges that could be brought against them because of their sins.

#2. The 2nd key focus is "as a gift by His grace"  

        The believing one is justified; declared righteous as a gift by His grace!  

#3. The third key word =  grace; by His grace 
       -   This really gives us the reason that guilty sinners can be justified; It lies in the sphere  of God's grace!

#4. The fourth key word = redemption; 

        -  "through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus."

It is what is embodied in redemption that allows God to declare man righteous through a decisive judicial act and allows Him to maintain His holiness untainted.

        -   Redemption involves 3 concepts:

             #1.  a prisoner      #2. a purchaser        #3. a price

        -  Basically the idea of redemption is to deliver by paying a price.

        -  This brings into view the death of Christ as a sacrificial death,  a substitutionary death.

        -  The work of Christ in fulfilling the OT types and prophecies of  redemption is portrayed very vividly through the 3 words that are used for redemption in the N.T. 
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     #1. agorazw, to buy in the market; agora  the market place

- This was the common commercial term for making purchases and for the place they were made, the market. 

     #2.  exagorazw  to buy out of the slave market; when purchased never to be exposed to being sold again.  Gal 3:13; 4:5
            - speaks of the finality of the work of redemption!  

     #3. [Rom 3:24] > lutrow  apolutrwsij;  basic to loose, to set free by paying a price;   

            -  basic idea of this word group is to release, to deliver;

-  Our word here puts the emphasis on the fact of or the reality of the release, the deliverance from slavery; 

Observations on the use of  apolutrwsij by Paul and its importance!
    1. It is grounded solely in Christ, NO ONE else!  Rom 3:24-25

    2. Redemption is based so completely in Christ that the NT states it this way; not that He redeems only, but that He is redemption!  1 Cor 1:30 

    3. It is grounded specifically in His cross work!  Eph 1:7

        -  This phrase stating the agency of redemption makes it perfectly clear that it is His work, not our merit that is in view!

        -  Without redemption we are unpardoned and still under wrath!

    4. Redemption and release in Christ also has a future aspect!  Eph 4:30;  Rom 8:23  

        - There is a release from something that hasn't occurred as yet!

    5. What is the impact of redemption in the life of the believer?  Titus 2:14;  

    6. Complete success of this release is certain, it is guaranteed!

         And its by grace!  Eph 1:14 [this also is a future aspect]
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Review: 

3:15-18  The Promise verses the Law

Once again I believe that Paul is answering an objection that the Judaizers  may  have raised in response to what he has taught.

He uses a common human illustration to make his point.

Brethren, I speak in terms of human relations:

even though it is only a man's covenant,

yet when it has been ratified,

no one sets it aside or adds conditions to it.

Where is Paul going with this?  What does this principle do? or how much stronger is this principle when God is one of the parities to the contract?

Summary 3:15 

1.  
Paul is referring to the law of contracts that indicates that once an offer was made and all the terms and conditions were met and accepted,  (ratified) it was not legally breakable or changeable.

2.  Once ratified and put into effect, it cannot be set aside or added to apart from agreement of both parties.

3.  What Paul is dealing with here is the thrust of the Judaizers that the later covenant the M/L takes precedence over the earlier promise of God to Abraham. 

4.  The fundamental issue here is the faithfulness of God to His promise, contract, made to Abraham. 

Note:  the method of ratification of contracts in the time of Abraham

1.  First a sacrificial animal was cut into two parts along the backbone,  and the parts then would be laid in two rows with a space between.

2.  The two contracting parties would then walk between the two rows of animal parts to confirm the pact agreed to.

3.  This was the method  of ratification used when God established His covenant with Abraham in Gen. 15 with one significant exception.  Abe took a snooze (vs:12)  and then the functional presence of God in a flaming torch passed through the two rows. (vs:17)  

4.   Only God passed through since this is an unconditional covenant that is  based on God alone for the certainty of its fulfillment.

​3:16   Paul gives a second reason why the Mosaic Covenant cannot modify or qualify the Abrahamic Covenant  
The idea being developed by Paul is this: we expect men to live up to their contracts;   what about God's promise- His contract with Abraham and Abraham's Seed? 

The Covenant of Law could in no way alter God's faithfulness in fulfilling this promise.

Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed.
The Scripture does not say "and to seeds," meaning many people,

Seed of Abraham












Thankfully, the fulfillment of the blessings God promised through Abraham and his seed (singular) are dependent upon one person, not the entire nation of Israel. 

Summary 3:16 

1.  We find here an example of Paul's high view of Scripture, in that he bases his argument on the fact that the word seed is singular not plural.

2.  Seed used in the singular  reminds the readers what the faithful of Israel had always recognized that the blessing would ultimately come through a single individual, the Messiah  (3:19).

3.  It also points out that the spiritual relationship is more important than the physical, natural one.

4.  Paul's argument in the context:  (remember he is refuting the Judaizers teaching)

The fact that the promises were made to Abraham and to all his spiritual progeny, all believers,  indicates 3 things about the faith way of salvation. 

a.  existed before the Law was given.

b.  it continued through the time that the Law was in force until the veil was rent!

c.  it is still in effect, actually for all time faith is the means of salvation. 

5.   The blessings of the Abrahamic Covenant are dependent upon God’s promise, achieved through God’s perfect Son, Jesus Christ. 

6.  Because He not only perfectly obeyed God’s Law but bore its curse, we can be assured of receiving the blessings promised through Abraham by means of promise, that is by faith not by our performance. 

7.  Paul is attempting here to demonstrate to the Galatians that the entrance of the Law did not change or add to the covenant of blessing.
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Review: 

3:17  Conclusion of the argument begun in vs:15
What I am saying is this:   This tells us that he is drawing a conclusion.  

the Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise.

In giving the law God in no way intended in any way to annul the promise.

The Law does not invalidate   the previously ratified promise.

Summary  3:17

1.  Paul makes his argument here in context [vs:15-17]  from the lesser to the greater.

-   If this is true, that is, the permanence of a legally ratified covenant,  in human relations than it is even more sure in respect to God and His promise.

-   It’s a character issue!  He would be more true to His promise because of His essence than man could. Veracity, immutability.

2.  Think about it, if the M-law was able to invalidate the promise made to Abraham it would render God a liar not only to Abraham but also to his progeny by faith and to his seed, Jesus Christ.

3.  What the Judaizers had argued in their presentation to the Galatian churches was that if you desire to partake of the covenant of promise you had to obey the law.

4.  In doing so they missed the very basis or foundation on which the covenant was made with Abraham,  faith.  Gen. 15:6

5.  Being a partaker of the Abrahamic Covenant has always been based on grace through faith.  

6.  In this context Paul has  been giving a basic theology course concerning salvation:

a.  Who  =  all nations/peoples.  3:8

b.  What  =  redemption from the curse of the Law by Justification by  faith.  3:13; 2:16

c.  When  =  at all times by faith.  3:6,17

d.  Where  =  the cross.  3:14

e.  Why  =  curse of the Law.  3:10

f.   How  =  faith in Jesus Christ.  2:16;  

g.  Results  =  heirs of the promise (3:29)  as sons of God (3:26). 

Justified and declared righteous!

7.  All questions about salvation are answered by faith, none by works.

8.  Legalism seeks to work for something that is provided by grace through faith.

Biblical Faith Some Basics 

Hebrews 11:1 reads, "Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen." 

Faith means learning to trust God for what we cannot see with our visible eyes. 

It means learning to think and act on the principles and promises of the Word regardless of how things seem to us.  
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Hebrews 11:6 reads, "And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him."

There are two important concepts we learn from this verse:

(1) You cannot please God without faith.

(2) Faith as our modus operandi consists in two fundamental concepts:

(a) We must believe in the existence of God.

(b) We must believe that He is also a rewarder of those who seek Him. 

Point:  Heb. 11:6 says that we are totally dependent on God for our existence, for our happiness, and for our security.

God cares about us intimately.  1 Pet 5:7

Application:  For many Christians, the Christian life is devoid of God's power. Why?

Our best is not what God wants. He wants faith in His  best--the Lord Jesus Christ -- His very own Son and the fullness  of blessing He has made  for us is in Him.
An Explanation of the Details of Faith

The New Testament Word for Faith

The New Testament word for "faith" is pistij. 

It means a belief in someone or  something confidence, faith, trust, reliance on; conviction of the truth or reality of anything.

Definition of Biblical Faith

1. Biblical definition of faith is given in Heb 11:1. 
2. Faith is a system of thinking that is         to all members  of the human race.

3. Faith is a system of             that accepts an established  criterion as the basis for reality.

4. Faith then is confidence, trust in the authority and veracity  of another or            another's                              . 

The criterion is                                            .

5. Because this established criterion is outside the capabilities of the individual,              is the only system of thinking that is non - meritorious.

6. Faith as a system of thinking stands in contrast to the two  meritorious systems of thinking:

a. Rationalism - what you think, conclusions you make is the criterion, the only basis for action or belief.  Rom 2:3; Prov. 14:12 [16:25]

b. Empiricism - what you experience through the senses is the criterion.   2 Cor 5:7 cf. 4:18
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7. Faith is the only non-meritorious mode of thinking and is  therefore chosen by God as the means of responding to His Plan. 

Rom 3:27 cf. 4:14; 1 Tim 1:4

8.  Faith is the only system of thinking that is compatible with  grace. Rom 4:16a; 5:2

9. The effectiveness of faith always resides in the                 of  faith. 

   - At salvation =                                   ;   [justification] 

   - In our life as believers -                      . 

     1 Cor 2:4-5    not based on human wisdom  [sanctification]

General uses of Faith in Scripture:

1.  The Faith: as the body of truth; the complete revelation of God in the Canon of Scripture.  

     1 Tim 4:1; Eph. 4:5;  Jude 1:3

2.  The Faith: as the content of what is believed;     

That portion of the Canon that is personally a part of our F/O/R.

The principles, promises, the truths of the WOG.  

Eph 3:17; 1 Cor 16:13; 2 Ths 3:2

3.  Saving Faith; specific; where the context and emphasis is on the object of faith for salvation, Jesus Christ.  

Christ is the only object  Jn 1:12;  20:31;    John 3:15-18; 36;   6:29; ; 5:24;  

4.  Blending of an emphasis on Hearing; believing; applying  (Heb 4:2; Gal 3:1-5;  Eph. 1:13

5. Misplaced Faith;  wrong object!  false criterion;

- Mt 3:9 Jews believed in heritage from Abraham; Jn. 8:31-45

- Jn 5:37-40 Scribes, Pharisees; thought a knowledge scripture was sufficient; reject the one who the scriptures point to.

- 1 Cor. 2:4-5 Not on the wisdom of man; the philosophy of man.

- 2 Ths. 2:11 In the tribulation they will believe the false,  The message  of the Anti-Christ. 

- 1 John 4:1 test the read out against the standard of the WOG before  believing what is heard;  

· many false teachers spewing forth the doctrine of demons, very persuasive, especially true in last days 1 Tim. 4:1
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Biblical Faith is Non-Meritorious

Biblical faith is not a work, it is the one thing you can do without doing anything 

(cf. John 6:27-29; His commandment   1 Jn. 3:23; Rom. 4:4-5).

Faith is the only way that is consistent with grace!  (Rom 4:16a)

(1) Faith is an admission of one's spiritual inability and helplessness to merit or work for salvation or as a believer to handle our own life apart from God's grace provision as revealed in the New Testament  (Rom. 4:1-5;  Eph. 2:8,9;  Titus 3:5;  Gal. 2:20).

(2) Faith is a rejection or repudiation of any confidence in  the flesh (Phil. 3:1-9; see also Jer. 17:5-9; Rom. 3:9-24).

(3) Therefore, recognizing one's helplessness and the sufficiency of Christ, biblical faith rests in God's  complete and finished work and provision in Jesus Christ or  Christ's merit (Rom. 4:4-5, 16; 11:6; Heb. 4:10).

Faith is Not Necessarily Demonstrated by What You are Doing for God.

The issue is what is the motivation.

Phil. 2:12-13;  4:13
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Faith then must always have a valid object

Three things a valid object of faith must be or have:

(1)  It must be ABLE and FREE to save and provide for the one believing:

Heb. 7:25; James 4:12; James 1:21

(2)  (2) It must be AVAILABLE to save and provide for the one believing:

Acts 17:26-27;  Romans 8:34;  Hebrews 7:25; 9:24; 13:5-6;   

(3)  (3) It must be WILLING to save and to provide for the one believing:

John 3:16; Heb. 10:9-10; Phil. 2:6-8; 1 Tim. 2:4;  2 Pet. 3:9;   Luke 19:10 

Faith, like the human mind, does not operate in a vacuum.

For faith to be effective,  it must consistently have a valid object which includes the right content. 

The Holy Spirit never contradicts the Word which He Himself inspired. 

Conclusions: 

Faith is personal with each individual   

Biblical faith is not irrational, it is never blind faith
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Conclusions: 

Faith is personal with each individual   

Biblical faith is not irrational, it is never blind faith

Faith must be progressive, always advancing

How, then, does one's faith grow?

(1)  Faith grows by hearing and learning the Word.           Rom. 10:17;  1 Thes. 2:13 

(2)  Faith grows by the ministry of the teaching, verifying work of the Spirit of God.

-  basis indwelling of H/S,  1 John 2:27;  1 John 3:24;  Rom. 8:16; Eph. 3:16-20  

(3)  Faith grows by the variegated trials of life which cause people to look to the Lord and His provisions for life.     James 1:2-4;  1 Pet. 1:6-9

(4)  Faith grows through the teaching, encouraging, and supporting ministries of other believers.

       Ephesians 4:11-16 11;  1 Thes. 3:2, 10; 5:11-14 

Lesson  28  August 11, 2002
3:18  Dichotomy between the Promise and the Law

For if the inheritance is based on law, it is no longer based on a promise;

If somehow the inheritance could be based on law and therefore on merit/works there is no way it is based on promise.

but God has granted it to Abraham by means of a promise.

Paul summarizes God's plan,  He has granted justification by means of His promise and therefore by grace.

Summary of  3:18

1.  The Mosaic Law and the Abrahamic Covenant are mutually  exclusive concerning title to the inheritance.

2.  Paul restates the fact that God gave the promise, the inheritance to Abraham on the basis of a promise therefore on the basis of grace.

3.  The key to understanding the difference between Law and promise, why they  are antithetical,  is the verb to give as a gift, cari,zomai .

4.  The specific areas of the Promise to Abraham, the clauses of the Covenant.

a.  Real estate -  the Land  Gen. 12:7; 13:14; 15:18

Includes what is referred to as Great nation status also protection Gen. 12:3; 15:13-16

b.  An heir  Gen. 15:4-5

Includes the promise of becoming a father of many nations. Gen. 17:4

c.  Line of the Messiah  

And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed. Gen. 12:3; Gal. 3:8

Things to think about! 

Intro:

First, those of us who are dispensational in our theology must be careful not to miss or distort Paul’s point. 

Second, there is great danger whenever Christians fail to distinguish between the Abrahamic Covenant and the Mosaic Covenant. 

Third, the Judaizer’s view of the Christian walk does not honor the Law of Moses; it dishonors it in addition to setting aside the blessings of the Abrahamic Covenant.

Fourth, we need to understand that legalism is rooted in man’s rebellion and unbelief. 
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3:19-22   The Purpose of the Law

If the M/L was never given as a means of salvation, then why was it given?                    And for what Purpose?

3:19  Why the Law then?    It was added because of transgressions,  
Paul's method of teaching in this context builds around 3 comparisons.

1.  The Law was added,  the Promise was the original.

2.  The Law was temporary, while the Promise was Permanent.

-   That the law had a defined term, is pointed out by the phrase "until the seed should come."  

3.  The Law was given indirectly, the Promise was given directly.

-   this brings in the phrase having been ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, 
Summary 3:19

1.  Paul begins here to give an answer to the question why the Law?  

2.  The law was given to show sin in its true light, that is from God's perspective, as an overstepping of what He has established as  right and wrong.

3.  It defines personal sins and expands the possibilities.      Rom. 3:20; 4:15; 5:13,20

4.  The Law made it obvious that all of us were sinners.       Dt 27:26

5.  Every sin that could ever possibly be incompatible with God's righteousness had to be paid for to guarantee  salvation, and hence had to be defined.  Rom. 4:15; 5:13

7.  So the Law demonstrates the magnitude of God's grace, and that man is absolutely lost without Him.

8.  The seed of Abraham blessed all the nations by bearing their penalty for sin.  Gal 3:13

9.  The sin and trespasses of mankind had to be imputed to someone who was qualified to pay the redemption price.

10.  Only the Promised seed, Jesus Christ was qualified to become the redemption price for us.

11.  The manor of the giving of the law through a mediator, points to the inferior and subordinate position of the Mosaic law in comparison to the promises made to Abraham directly by God. 

12.  Paul also demonstrated that the Law had only a temporary significance, that is until the promised seed, Christ, had come, in contrast to the promise which has eternal value and meaning.
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3:20  Superiority of God's promise

Now a mediator is not for one party only; whereas God is only one.

Literal Translation

Now a mediator is not a mediator of one party only,  where as God is one party.

Summary 3:20

1.  When a mediator is necessary it implies that the covenant or agreement between the parties indicates that both parties have responsibilities  to fulfill related to that agreement.

2.  On the other hand the Promise made to Abe which includes justification by faith, is unilateral, unconditional given to man directly without a mediator.

3.  God alone than has the responsibility to fulfill all the aspects of the Promise!

4.  This also brings out something else, the inferiority of the Law to that  of the Promise.

3:21 Is there a conflict between Law and Promise?

1st the question

Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God?

The Answer!
May it never be!

The Logic!      [contrary to fact - 2cc]  

For if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law.  (and it never was)

Observations 3:21

1.  The law is not antagonistic to the Promise of the Abrahamic covenant.

2.  Since God is the source, the author of both therefore properly understood there is no conflict at all.

3.  Unfortunately they (Promise & Law)  have been interpreted  as different systems of salvation. 

4.  Even the legalists see the need for  righteousness but it cannot be obtained by man's doing, his own righteousness, that is law performance living, no matter  how great the intentions are.

5.  If  law keeping could produce or impart life, then what purpose is the Cross?  

6.  Paul's big point here:  The righteousness which God requires (His Holiness demands) could never be produced by man through any type of law performance system.

7.  In giving the Law to Israel God never intended it to produce righteousness in the sense of justification,  or to impart life in the sense of regeneration.

8.  The Law, for the believers of the dispensation of Israel, provided them with guidelines for rule of life (divine viewpoint of life) for them as individuals as well as a people which when obeyed provided them with blessing.  Deut. 8; 28

9.  For the unbeliever the M/L pointed out very clearly their inability to fulfill the whole law and therefore before God they stood condemned and in need of salvation that only God could provide.  
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Summary of 3:21 continued

10.  That man cannot solve his problem is seen in that the Wages of sin is death, spiritual death, separation from God.  Rom. 6:23

a.  Therefore man is under the a death penalty as an unbeliever.

b.  God does not accept the good works of man, man's righteousness as payment for this death penalty.

c.  Only the Work of Christ on the Cross can satisfy the righteous demands of God's holiness.

d.  So He took our place on the cross, satisfied the holiness of God and offers to everyone a salvation totally on the basis of Grace. 

e.  This accrues to us by faith, faith alone in Christ alone!

11.  Need to REM: the principle: The Law kills, but the Spirit gives life.  2 Co 3:5-6
12.  Nothing from the source of the flesh can impart life.  John 6:63
3:22  Why  the Law could not give life!

But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.

What has the Scripture done? 

has shut up everyone under sin,     how many?

Where is man shut up/confined?

Purpose for confining all under sin. 

so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.

Summary 3:22

1.  Rightly dividing the Scripture, especially the Law, demonstrates clearly that all mankind are under the authority of sin, born into the slave market.

2.  The reality of our slave status is obvious as we commit personal sins, the fruit of the sin nature ruling our life as UB's.

3.  Since  mankind is totally helpless to provide his own solution to his dilemma, that he is under the penalty of death, he must look to the only solution and that is in Jesus Christ.

4.  Only those who believe will receive the promise, their  new creation status, being regenerated and having Eternal life, and righteousness credited to their account.

3:23 Expands his thought related to the Purpose of the Law.

Note:  Paul  is speaking specifically of his time frame, his and the Galatians' experience  related to Salvation;  it was unique in that they were a part of 2 dispensations.

But before faith came, 

So what is Paul saying,  that prior to the 1st advent and the cross;

we were kept in custody under the law, 

being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed. 
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Summary 3:23

1.  Before the coming of the Messiah and the Cross,  individuals during the age of Israel lived under the authority of the Law. 

Rem: the law was only given to Israel and that they were a redeemed people. 

Rem: If you examine the whole realm of the Law you discover its wide ranging impact on the people and their lives.  Whole life!  every aspect!

Usually find the Law broken down into 3 sections.

a.  The Commandments -  dealt with moral issues - decalogue   Exodus 20:1-26

b.  Ceremonial regulations -  regulated their relationship with God -  feasts, sacrifices;  worship ; what this amounted to was a shadow Christology                     Ex. 24:12 - 31:18;  Lev.   [pointed to the solution, the prophesied Messiah]

-  was a shadow pointing to the Messiah; when the faith came now had the reality.

c.  The Judgements - mishphatim - application of the moral law to social and civic life;  Ex.  21:1- 24:11                                       [ordinances in KJV]

2.  Under the Law they were held in custody, in the sense that were unable to escape the consciousness of their sin, their transgression (overstepping) and their liability to punishment.

3.  For the UB'r  it was designed to bring him to the realization of their need of salvation by faith in the Messiah who was depicted clearly in the sacrifices and feasts.

4.  For the believer in Israel who responded to the truth and lived it out, that is, was obedient to it,  being motivated by their relationship with God was recipient of great blessing.   Deut. 8;  10:11-12

5.  The M/L  was  designed by God to be a restrainer of man with an sin nature as  protection and preservation in time.  

6.  All were shut up, confined under the law with the result they were condemned by the law so that the only way of escape from sin and its penalty is by faith in the Messiah.

7.  The picture Paul paints in the context of redemption history (salvation history)  of Israel before the coming of "the faith" is one of a child  in need of external discipline.

8.  Now after the cross, as new creations in Christ we are no longer children but are blessed by being adult sons of God, with infinite resources that are ours in Christ.

9.   Before and after the cross the issue in salvation, or the means of salvation has always been by faith, we're justified by faith not by works of any kind.

Rabbit trail to Rom 3:24-25

What is taught here in vs:25 is propitiation.

Definition:  Propitiation is the accomplishment of Christ [His death] whereby the demands of God's righteousness are satisfied.

What's inside the ark?  Just under the mercy seat.
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3:24  Nature of the confinement under the Law

Therefore the Law has become our tutor  (to lead us)  to Christ,

The ultimate purpose of the confining, being kept in custody, the paidagogos function of the law is that of making clear ones absolute need of salvation.

so that we may be justified by faith.

Summary of 3:24

1.  The guardian - slave, the paidagogos,  was appointed custodian of the potential heir from 6-16.

2.  Just as the paidagogos could not effect the child's heirship  neither could the Law  cause justification.

3.  Like the paidagogos, the  Law kept watch over those committed to its care (Israel) detailing for them with its commands, prohibitions, keeping them in a condition of dependence and restraint continually revealing to them their true condition through their transgressions.   

4.  Use of paidagogos once again points out the inferiority of the Law over against the promise. 

5.  "Until Christ" indicates the temporal  aspect of the Law. 

6.  Paul is leading up to a major change after the cross.  Just as the child who came of age  and received the full rights  as an heir, the church age believer is a son, an heir from birth, no longer in bondage to the sin nature.

7.  In pointing out the inferior status under the law to what we now have in Christ, Paul is forcing the Galatians to think through their status in Christ and to consider why they would want to put themselves back under such a system that kept them in custody. 

8.  Believe that Paul has made his point very strongly to the Galatians. [and to Judaizers]

a.  Justification (salvation) is by faith in Christ,  that is His work on the Cross for the sinner.  [7 times he made the point since 2:16]

b.  Man's works of righteousness cannot gain or acquire the perfect righteousness needed for Justification.  [all from the  source of the sin nature]

c.  God in giving to Israel the Law never intended it to replace the Abrahamic covenant, the blessing by faith.

d.  Paul's point here is that the Law's purpose was to confine, or keep in custody  all under authority of the Law  to prove or demonstrate the reality that man cannot look to themselves  for salvation and must look to God's  grace provision through Christ our Savior.

3:25-4:7   

From here to 4:7 Paul is going to give a doctrinal  argument drawing a contrast between the blessings that are ours in Christ and the status under the Law.

3:25  The change, The First Advent - The Cross

But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.
-   The B.L. is that the relationship that Israel had with the Law is no longer in effect.

Summary 3:25

1.  Now that the Faith, the Messiah has come, fulfilled the will of God and become the redemption price for each one who would believe in Him, we are freed from the curse of the law, no longer under the authority of the law.

2.  Because of this, we no longer need the paidagogos, as the restrainer. We now as believers have the indwelling Holy Spirit illuminating His Word as our restrainer.

3.   Paul's argument:  If we are no longer under the authority of the law, why should you Galatians'  (mostly Gentile) be intimidated by the Judaizers into putting yourselves under its authority, its confinement. 

4.  The Judaizers' contention of the need to  integrate the Law, totally violated the true purpose and intent of the Law.  

3:26 - 27  Benefits of the Promise, that is being Sons of God

We find here the first of a number of distinctions made relative to the believers status before God in the present dispensation, after the coming of the seed, that begun after the Cross.  

For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.

Contrast here in context is between status before the Cross as children needing  a guardian, needing the protection of the Law; now after the cross we're adult sons in union with Christ!

3:27 continues the thrust the blessing that flows from faith

For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
-   being clothed with Christ here is speaking of our current position in Christ;
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Summary 3:26-27

1.  In Israel an individual was never referred to as a "son of God" but as a "servant" of God.

2.  Even those who were on intimate terms with God were not called "sons" but servants.  Josh 1:2 = Moses, My servant is dead. I Kg 11:38 = David My servant.

3.  Jesus was the first one that He called His Son. Mt 3:16-17

4.  It is only through faith in Jesus Christ that one becomes an adult son of God and therefore an heir of the promise.  

5.  The baptism referred to here is clearly by the Holy Spirit, a real one and a dry one.

6.  This, the Baptism of the Holy Spirit,  is one of the salvation ministries of the Holy Spirit whereby He enters each one who believes into union with the Lord Jesus Christ.

7.  The Baptism of the Holy Spirit (BHS)  is unique to the Church age and no believer before the  Church began was entered into union with the Lord Jesus Christ.  Col. 1:25-28

8.  Reason that it is unique to the Church age is that the formation of the body of Christ did not begin until the day of Pentecost.

9.  This change of the ministry of the Holy Spirit which includes the indwelling of the Holy Spirit was prophesied by Jesus Christ in John 14:16-17 and in Acts 1:5.  

10.  The mechanics of the BHS are found in 1 Cor 12:13.

11.  The BHS is related to our position in Christ.  Rom 6:2-4;  Col. 2:12

12.  Since the BHS occurs at the moment of salvation, is the work of God on our behalf, (passive voice)  therefore it is important to understand that it is not an emotional experience, not repeated, not commanded, and its not limited to a select group of believers. 

13.  In the Roman society when a youth came of age (16) he passed from the need of a pedagogue to a son with all the rights and privileges of that status.  At that point he was given a special toga, toga virilis, to indicate this new status as an adult son.

14.  Paul uses this analogy here when referring to being clothed with Christ, to indicate our new status as believers in the Church age, with new rights and privileges because of our new position in Christ as a result of the BHS.

15.  So what's Paul's point here?  His argument to the Galatians is this, you've laid aside the old garments  of the Law and are now clothed with the righteousness of Christ, and are now in Him which gives to  you full rights and acceptance before God.

16.  The question to them, Why would you want to put on the old clothing, the law?

3:28  True equality in Christ  

Verse 28 is the climax of this section. It demands that the very distinctions which the Judaizers and others emphasized must be set aside as inconsistent with the equality which all of us have in their standing before God in Christ.

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for (explanatory)  you are all one in Christ Jesus.

Summary 3:28

1.  Paul spells out here the implications of being in Christ. The oneness that is to be the reality of that position in Him. 
2.  Three groups are detailed of which man goes to great lengths to stress the importance of.

3.  The distinctions emphasized.

Jew nor Greek,   =  racial 

slave nor free   =  social

male nor female  =  sexual

4.  What's the point?

The distinctions which men make, based upon ethnic origin, gender, and cultural, social or economic status, do not in any way determine one’s standing in Christ. 

5.  Because this is true is another thing that undermines the viewpoint of the Judaizers since Jewishness is not superior.  What matters?  Are you justified and in Christ?

6.  Must also remember that experientially, in life, these differences do remain but they are not an issue in our relationship with God.

7.  This is not in any way at odds with or  rule out the establishment of authority in the local church or  in the home.

-  even in the Godhead there is a change of command   1 Cor 11:3

-  authority and chain of command deal with function, doing things in orderly manner.

-  role and function distinctions are a part of the giving of spiritual gifts by God  1 Cor 12

-  role of women in the church seen in 1 Tim. 2:12; 1 Cor 14:34

8.  The point Paul is making is that  as far as our standing before God is concerned, all human distinctions are done away with in Christ. 

9.  This frees the Christian from seeking a superior spiritual status by striving to change his social, economic, ethnic, or sexual status. 

3:29  Another blessing that results from our position in Christ

And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's descendants, heirs according to promise.

Summary 3:29

1.  This verse really sums up what Paul has been pulling together ever since 3:7.

2.  Paul has made the point that all of the spiritual blessing and privileges that Abraham enjoyed were his by faith therefore by grace not by a system of works.

3.  In the Abrahamic Covenant there was a promise to bless all the nations through him, that is through a descendent, a seed.  

4.  Paul in this context has  identified the seed (3:16) as Christ.  

5.  Your tie or link to Abe is through Christ.  Are you in Christ? Do you belong to Him?

6.  If you are, then you are a part of Abraham's seed, his descendents and heirs according to the promise, ie. the covenant. 

7.  The promise is backed by the essence and character of God and therefore is inviolable and cannot be broken.

8.  If you think about it this phrase "the seed of Abraham" is a very inclusive, very important and encompassing a great deal.
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Galatians   Chapter 4

4:1-7  From a slave to a son

Intro:

4:1-2   An heir yet a minor child;  an illustration from family life familiar at the time.
Now I say, as long as the heir is a child, he does not differ at all from a slave although he is owner of everything,

4:2   but (avlla.  contrast is between having a vast inheritance)  he is under guardians and managers until the date set by the father.

Summary 4:1-2

1.  When the child was a minor in the eyes of the law--it is this word that Paul actually uses--his status was no different from that of a slave, even though he was the future owner of a vast estate. 

2.  Positionally he was like a slave, in that he  could make no decisions; he had no freedom. 

3.  Functionally in his life he was under the daily guardianship and protective care of his managers.  

4.  On the other hand, at the time set by his father the child entered into his inheritance with its responsibility and freedom. 

5.  The application of the illustration is obvious as Paul applies it to the inferior condition of a person under law, both a "minor" and a "slave," and to the new freedom and responsibility that come to him in Christ.

4:3-7 The Spiritual application of the illustration explained

4:3  Their past condition

4:4-6  Their present status as adult sons

4:7  Conclusion

4:3 So also we, while we were children, were held in bondage under the elemental things of the world.

under the elemental things of the world.

Would take this here to refer to their pre-salvation system of belief whether Jew or Gentile.

Summary 4:3
1.  Paul uses the term children here (napios)  to refer to individuals before the Cross, the Faith coming on the scene.

2.  They were under the curse of the Law and were enslaved to their elemental beliefs.

3.  The statutes, the commandments of the Law were designed to teach them authority orientation, responsibility in its role as guardian and stewards/messengers. 

4.  By the application this also describes  the individual's  pre-salvation state enslaved to the OSN with its trends toward human good and its lust patterns.
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4:4-6   Their present status as adult sons
4:4  First a timing marker

But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,

What God did!

God sent forth His Son

born of a woman born under the Law,

Summary 4:4

1.  One thing that we can count on is that God's timing is never wrong!  There are many historic factors that make this time a unique time. The fullness of time. Convergence!

a.  Roman empire essentially ruled the world, had brought about a comparative  timeframe of peace. 

b.  A  road system  had been  developed which facilitated travel.

c.   Grecian  civilization  provided (via Alexander the Great)  a language which was adopted as the lingua of the Empire.  koinh Greek 

d.  Historically the stage was set of the greatest event in all of human history.

Short Rabbit trail Eph 1:9-10

Human history is moving toward an objective, it is going somewhere!

2.  It was  then that God sent His Son, the pre-existent One, out from  heaven and to the earth on a mission.   John 1:1-3,14

3.  Jesus Christ as the future heir, humbled Himself becoming a slave in becoming humanity putting Himself under the Law.  Phil. 2:5-8

4.  Although Christ is heir of all things  (Heb. 1:2)  He was willing to condescend to an inferior position in becoming a man.  Did so to meet man's need in justification.

5.  Often an heir was tested before receiving the inheritance.

6.  Jesus Christ was tested by being under the law and then bore the curse of the law for us.

4:5   Two fold purpose of God sending His Son

1st Purpose clause

so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, 

His point here is Galatians think, Christ redeemed you from the curse of the law and he redeemed you from bondage to the law.  Your free!  Why would you now want to place yourself back under bondage to the law.
2nd [more of a result clause]

that we might receive the adoption as sons.

Summary 4:5 

1.  Jesus Christ's obedience to God the Father's will, secured for us in the Church age the potential of being adopted as sons. 

2.  Believers become adopted sons, not real sons.  

3.  There are two principle points to be made by adoption: 

a.  adoption stresses the release from slavery, where the former slave is granted all the rights and privileges as a son in the family; and 

b.  adoption is used to stress heirship -- that as a son, one is fully qualified to share in the inheritance of the father.

Col 1:12-13

4.  Since we as believers are adopted sons in Christ we share in an inheritance secured by Jesus Christ.   Rom 8:17

5.  The badge or seal of our adoption is the indwelling of the Holy Spirit  Gal. 4:6.

6.  The full benefits of our adoption will be realized at the time of the rapture Rom. 8:23.

7.  As an adopted son we are not under the slavery of the Law or any other law performance system with its purpose to acquire salvation/justification or to maintain ones spiritual status by keeping it.

8.  Paul's argument here for the Galatians is this: Since Christ redeemed you and set you free from enslavement to the Law,   why would you Gentile believers want to put yourself under its bondage. 

9.  Jesus Christ as the heir of all things (Heb. 1:2) and  will distribute a portion of our inheritance at the judgement seat of Christ.  1 Cor. 3:10-15;  2 Cor. 5:10

10.  There is a eternal aspect also to the inheritance promised in 1 Pet. 1:4.

11.  Our sharing in all this inheritance is based on Positional truth.
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What about this adoption, &  being an heir

Galatians 4:4-7;  Romans 8:15-17

The adoption of sons

Contrast between the spirit of slavery and the spirit of adoption!

We're not brought into the family of God, as His sons in order to live in a state of servitude or slavery.

-   The concept of adoption , as Paul uses it here, is derived from Roman law.
-  Definition of ui`oqesi,a  its a forensic legal term and it speaks of an objective standing, or position that we as believer's have with God.
Observations on Adoption  

1.   The practice of adoption in Rome:  it was all within the family; not so involved as today, quite common.

2.   Another procedure for adoption, this one is for the one who had no heir or was not satisfied that one of his own progeny was qualified to be his heir.

3.   Consequences of this adoption under Roman law.

a.   The adoptee was taken out of a relationship and put into a new one with a new patria potestas, a new father, a new authority;

All previous relationships were severed;

b.   Under the law, the old life of the adopted person was wiped out; all debts and obligations were canceled.

He was considered a new person, entering into a new life with    which the past had nothing to do.

c.   The adoptee became heir of his new father's estate.

d.   In the eyes of the law he was absolutely the son of his new father.

e.   The new father was owner of all the adoptee's possessions.

f.    New father had the right and authority to control the adoptee's behavior and relationships.

Stages of Adoption 

     #1  destruction of the old paternal power, patria potestas

     #2  establishment of the new authority, new potestas

Spiritual Application of the Truth of Adoption

1.  Adoption is the act of God placing "His born ones" into an adult   standing in the family.

2.   Since we are now adult sons we are able to draw on the Fathers wealth, the spiritual blessings in Christ, and are able to exercise all the privileges of sonship.

3.   There is also a future aspect to our adoption; related to the return of Christ and our receiving our resurrection bodies. Rom 8:22-23

In both passages Gal. 4:6 and in Rom. 8:15b  we have an indication of the intimacy of this relationship as sons.
Rom 8:15       "by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!"

Gal. 4:6   God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"
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Review:

We have confidence/assurance of sons and its related to the Holy Spirit and His ministry to us.   Rom 8:16 

-   The witness of the Holy Spirit to this reality that we're  children/sons of God is not a subjective one based on emotion;    feelings; Its based on objective truth.

Our heirship as sons

-   As a believer, as a son,  you are an heir of God, not only that, you are also fellow heirs with Christ! 

Basic Elements involved with Heirship!
1.  Heirship is determined by relationship!

2.   Heirship is initiated by death.   Heb 9:16-17

3.   Heirship is also defined as a partnership.   Rom. 8:17

4.   Heirship, future aspect, is described by Peter in 1 Pet 1:3-4.

5.   Heirship is characterized by suffering,  Rom 8:17b

6.   Heirship culminates in glorification - :17c
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4:6-7  The Result of Adoption  - intimate relationship

Because you are sons,  God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"

What about this  into our hearts   what's in view here?

-   The more of the DVPT  of life (BD) that you know and understand; the greater the power and influence of the Holy Spirit in your life resulting in a greater capacity for life.

Summary 4:6

1.  As a result of our being placed as adult sons, having been adopted  God gives to each believer the Holy Spirit as a badge or sign of the  transaction.  [Sons and heirs]

2.  This places each of us as Church age believers in a new and different relationship with God than was possible before.

3.  Because we are adopted sons with the indwelling Holy Spirit we have access and we are able to come to Him with boldness and confidence.  Eph 2:18; 3:12 

4.  Know that as a believer, an adopted son, having the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, being plus DVPT - doctrine  we have the provision and are able to orient within  our niche and have the impact in time that we ought to have for Him. 

5.   All of this flows to us because of our position in Christ,  our relationship with Him in whom we are complete.

4:7  Summary  of this exhortation and Doctrine to the Galatians

Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.

you are no longer a slave   no longer under bondage,  enslaved

Summary 4:7

1.  This is Paul's exhortation to point out the  contrast between their previous status during the time of their being a minor child under the Law and the reality of their new status as adult sons and heirs in Christ.  

2.  It establishes the foolishness of contemplating a return for any reason to their previous status of slavery under the Law.

3.  Paul has also made it crystal clear that this new position we have as sons and heirs is NOT  secured by keeping the M/L or any other system of law devised by man.

4.  Summary of the Theological Argument against Salvation by Works.

a.  Justification is not possible from law keeping   2:16-21.

b.  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is not from law keeping  3:1-5.  [Rom 8:9b]

c.  Redemption is from the curse of the Law as well as the enslavement to it 3:10-14; 4:5.

d.  The Promises flowing from the Abrahamic Covenant are greater than the law. 

-  promises are unconditional while the law is conditional.

e.  The law's purpose was to define sin so that mankind could clearly see their need of a Savior  3:22-28.

f.  That we are sons and heirs is not from law keeping  3:29-47.  

5.  The Argument against Salvation by works from the standpoint of God's Essence (intertwined throughout)

a.  Sovereignty  (kingship):  Seen in the decision to send forth the Son and the Spirit  4:4,6.

b.  Holiness,  (+R/J):  His holiness is satisfied by the work of Christ believed not on the basis of man's works.  2:16

c.  Eternal life:  share in His life by faith  3:11

d.  Love:  4:4  His motivation for sending His Son (  John 3:16  

e.  Omniscience:  3:8  God's plan was established in Eternity past.

f.   Omnipotence 3:5  miracles demonstrate His power as does His giving of the Holy Spirit to each one who believes in Christ.

g.  Omnipresence:  Salvation and the relationship that flows from it are the same every where no matter who you are. 3:28

h.  Immutability:  The promise stands because of God's immutability, doesn't change.  3:18

i.   Veracity:  Throughout the context every time it says that justification is by faith and therefore is not by works of any kind God's word is on the line.

  6. There's even a thread of most of the great foundational doctrines seen in the context playing a role in our understanding of justification by faith not by works.

a.  The Trinity   (  Paterology,   Christology,  Pneumatology

b.  Canonicity   (  inspiration and harmony of Scripture;  Paul used Old Testament

c.  Anthropology  (  Seen man's need of salvation; fact of the sin nature and barrier

d.  Hamartiology  (  problem of sin, the transgression of God's will

e.  Soteriology  (  brings into focus all that God has done in removing of the barrier; redemption, justification, faith, imputation of righteousness.  All man can do, believe!!

f.   Ecclesiology (   In the Church which is the body of Christ we are all One in Christ

g.  Eschatology  (   Things to come, prophecy,  Jesus Christ is the promised seed of the Abrahamic Covenant.

h.  Hodology  (  living our lives in the will of God not enslaved to the law but as heirs.

7.  Conclusions:

a.  Salvation by works attacks the very essence of God and demonstrates ignorance of the major doctrines of Scripture.

b.  Because people abuse the truth, does not in any way negate it.

c.  True legalism whether directed towards salvation or living the Christian life rejects grace and freedom and always enslaves.

4:8-11  Paul makes a personal appeal to not turn to legalism

First appeal in 4:8 is that legalism is bondage.

Summary 4:8  

1.  Paul takes them back in their thinking to the time before they believed in Christ, back to their pagan idolatry. 

2.  They like the Thessalonians had turned from idols to serve the living and true God.        1 Ths. 1:9

3.  Paul does not deny that the false gods worshipped in paganism existed, but recognized that these  are the creation of their own imagination to which they become enslaved. 

4.  Point Paul is making is that as an unbeliever  your not free,  your enslaved to self and the religious ideas of man.   Eph. 2:2-3 

5.  Mankind inherently serves someone or something but we must choose who or what we will serve.  Josh 24:15

4:9  Now,  on the other side of the Cross even Believers can return to Slavery

1st speaks of salvation from man's perspective, coming to know God.

2nd Paul speaks of salvation from God's perspective. His coming to know us as a result of our faith in Christ.

Key word here is know and known:  same word in both phrases,   ginw,skw 

Now that you have this new relationship Paul asks a question.

how is it that you turn back again to the weak and worthless elemental things, to which you desire to be enslaved all over again?










Toward God, spiritual advance

         Return to slavery


Where they are headed!  4:9b   to the weak and worthless elemental things
-  weak   avsqenh,j  without strength, impotent,  weak   
-  worthless   ptwco,j   lit.  poor as beggars; of little value, worthless, powerless

-  elemental things  same as we saw in 4:3  the basic principles, system of belief/practice

The last phrase  to which you desire to be enslaved all over again?  

Summary of 4:9  

 1.  Paul expresses his amazement at their turn from truth to law with this rhetorical question designed to get them to think, How is it that your turning back again.

2.  Since most of the Galatian believers were Gentiles and had come out of slavery to a demonically influenced pagan religious system and were now in the process of turning to another system of bondage as presented by the Judaizers.

3.  As a result they are failing to exploit their new position as sons and heirs and the consequence is loss of freedom they have in Christ.

4.  What they need to realize is that what they're turning to is characterized  first as weak and powerless, unable to set them free provide the resources for life,  and secondly as worthless and bankrupt, that is has nothing, no wealth from which it can produce an inheritance.

5.  Instead of enjoying their heirship and freedom in Christ they are moving back under a pedagogue and to do so is legalism.

6.  As we have already noted and Paul is trying to convince them of the fact that not only is justification by faith not law keeping (re: legalism) nor is living the Christian life done on the basis of law keeping (re: legalism).

7.  Where is much of Christendom today re: this type of religious legalism?
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4:10  Second part of Paul's exhortation to them

You observe days and months and seasons and years.

Summary 4:10   

1.  From this verse we must conclude that Paul had info that at least some of the Galatians were indeed already fallen into the trap of the Judaizers and observing the Jewish calendar.

2.  But obviously the Judaizers didn't consider themselves to be in bondage neither did the Galatian believers regard their drift into legalism as a return to slavery.

3.  Days would refer to Sabbath days including those feasts that were one day only.

4.  Months refers to the new moon Sabbaths which were observed monthly.

5.  Seasons refers to the events that last several days like Passover and Tabernacles.

6.  Years brings into focus the  Sabbatical (every 7th year)  and Jubilee (every 7 sabbaticals therefore 49 years). 

7.  All of these  were done away with when the M/Law ceased when the seed  came in the fullness of time.

8.  In addition to what was authorized and commanded under the M/Law, they had added many special events.  

-  Feast of Tammuz, Fast of Tishah Be-ab, Fast of Gedeliah, Hoshana Raba, Shemini Azeret, Simhat Torah, Hanukkah, Shushan Purim, Fast of 10th of Tebet)

9.  Keeping these special days was supposed to contribute to their spirituality, that is somehow add to being sons and heirs in Christ.

10.  What they must understand is that their new position in Christ, as sons and heirs frees them from the rituals of the Law.

11.  Legalists like the Judaizers are always meticulous nit-pickers.  They major in minors and minor in majors.

4:11 Paul's  strong concern for the Galatians expressed.

I fear for you, that perhaps I have labored over you in vain.

Summary of 4:11

1.  Don't believe Paul's strong concern here is not for his own efforts but for their spiritual momentum, the fact they were being sidetracked from the objective by the legalism of the Judaizers.

2.  In many ways this verse expresses the mental attitude of the P-T when he observes  lack of orientation to truth, no application of truth and its linked to legalism.

3.  Paul knows that if they maintain the direction their headed they will be disciplined by God.  Heb.  12:5-11

                                                                                                   Application of truth






 

            Return to slavery

Legalism therefore become casualties

4.  One of the responsibilities of the P-T is to point out error when it crops up in the congregation to protect the sheep.
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Review:

4:12  Paul intensifies his appeal but makes it very personal

I beg of you, brethren, become as I am, for I also have become as you are. You have done me no wrong;

SUMMARY  4:12:

1.  Paul being a Jew and a Pharisee at that knew what it was like being a slave to the law.

2.  Paul's objective here is to  encourage them to leave it behind, to drop their legalism.

3.  Paul did not take the matter as a personal attack on him or his teaching.

4.  Instead he sees legalism as acting self-righteously before God.

5.  Paul's  exhortation comes out of his love for them.

4:13-14  Some of the circumstances surrounding his first visit.

but you know that it was because of a bodily illness that I preached the gospel to you the first time; and that which was a trial to you in my bodily condition you did not despise or loathe, but you received me as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus Himself.

-  Any test will be beneficial if we respond to it by seeking the will of God and applying it.

-  That  same test if we react negatively, oh woe is me,  then the situation can quickly become a hindrance in our life.

Rebel against the Word and your rebelling against God therefore the wide ranging impact of that rebelling in one's life.

4:15  Asks a pointed question to help them assess the change of relationship.

Where then is that sense of blessing you had?  

They were so appreciative of Paul, their response so positive to him and his ministry at that time to the point they  were  said to be willing even to sacrifice their own eyes for him.

What Paul is saying is that you Galatians demonstrated great respect and esteem for me,  have you wondered what happened?

4:16  Their present mental attitude.

So have I become your enemy by telling you the truth?

What's the progression?  Paul has gone from a place of esteem to being an enemy!

The real test of our love of the truth is this;  What is our response to truth when it clearly points out a wrong attitude or belief or wrong conduct?

Summary 4:16  

1.  Paul's first visit to these Galatians left them in a state of spiritual prosperity as they began to realize their new position in Christ.

2.  During that time they demonstrated a strong willingness to do what ever was necessary to benefit Paul.

3.   Verses 15 and 16 explain the reason for the strain in the relationship between Paul and the Galatian saints—Paul persisted in pursuing the Galatians with the truth, while the Galatians foolishly followed the Judaizers who denied the truth. 

4.  Paul would later write about the importance of "speaking the truth in love."  Eph 4:15

5.  True friendship is based on truth.

6.  Need to recognize that legalists and idolaters become enemies of the cross of Christ.  Php 3:18-21

7.  Those who befriend the world become enemies of God.     Jas. 4:4

8.  God's grace flowing from His love provided the way out for us from being His enemy. Rom. 5:10

9.  Why would we as believers ever want to move back into an adversarial relationship with Him via legalism and idolatry, now that we are His adopted children?

10.  Paul wants the Galatians to come to grips with the reality of the inconsistencies,  between  what he taught and what the Judaizers taught and to realize where they are headed. 
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4:17-20  Expose' of the False Teachers' motive in contrast to Paul's 

4:17 They eagerly seek you  that is the Judaizers, the legalists.
but they wish to shut you out so that you will seek them.

False teachers, as the Judaizers are, actively seek to be the total focus of their followers,  since they are motivated by  ego, power and approbation lust.

Paul continues in 4:18 

But it is good   [kalo,j   honorable]  always to be eagerly sought in a commendable [honorable]  manner,  [that is as you are by me in our dealings]   and not only when I am present with you.  [always the same]  

Summary 

1.  The Judaizers were actively seeking  to influence the Galatians, their methods and motivation Paul says was not honorable.

2.  Paul only seeks a relationship with the Galatians on the basis of truth, which he will not compromise in order to gain a following.

3.  Paul's zeal for them has not changed since he was with them, has been consistent.

4:19 Paul's goal stated

My children, with whom I am again in labor until Christ is formed in you--

with whom I am again in labor   wvdi,nw  is used for the pain of child birth, birth pangs or labor pains;   but is also used of great pain or travail

until Christ is formed in you  

Summary 4:19 

1.  The Galatian believers are Paul's children 2 ways:

#1  Sense of spiritual fatherhood have communicated  the Gospel to them which they believed.   1 Cor. 4:15;   [Phile. 10]

#2  As an apostle Paul has the responsibility for their spiritual growth.

-  takes it seriously

2.  Great pain an anguish was experienced by Paul as they moved away truth towards the legalism of the Judaizers.

3.  As a believer we are to have a pregnant soul, that is impregnated with doctrine.          Jas. 1:21;  

4.  The point Paul is making here is that they as well as each of us need to present a true representation of Christ in our life as we live day by day.

5.  It is one thing to see grace in the cross and to receive eternal life apart from law.

6.  It is another thing to see grace in the cross so as to motivate us to become spiritually mature apart from law.

7.  Paul does not seek that they simply "look" or "act" like Christ but to be like Christ from the inside-out.

8.  While being justified before God (salvation) involves only one decision (which is the single most important one for any member of the human race), maturity involves many decisions.

9.  The practice of legalism indicates a lack of the indwelling of Christ and as a result no application of doctrine. 

10.  Paul's exhortation related to his desire for them that Christ be formed in them indicates (documents) that this indwelling of Christ is not positional, therefore not simultaneous with salvation as is indwelling of Holy Spirit.

11.  The point is that this indwelling of Christ is related to one's knowledge of the truth, doctrine in you, and your application of it in life.

Lesson 44 Sept 18, 2002

Review:

4:20  Paul perplexed

but I could wish to be present with you now and to change my tone, for I am perplexed about you.

Summary 4:20

1.  Ever since Paul became aware of their drift towards legalism, responding to the Judaizers,  it was his desire to be there with them and to communicate the truth once again to them so that they might sense again the blessing that was theirs in Christ.

2.  Notice that Paul senses the need for a difference in tone of voice depending on the circumstances. 

3.  We also find here that Paul was not at all exempt from the trials and tribulations that attend a prolonged ministry to a local assembly of believers.

-  he was perplexed at their inconsistency

-  their lack of spiritual advance grieved him -  [still teknon]

-  their positive response to those who taught false doctrine and attacked his authority agonized him.

4.  When people choose to leave the freedom that is in Christ and return to the slavery of law performance living it can and will perplex the communicator of God's Word.

4:21-31  Scriptural illustration to teach the contrast between law and grace;  works and faith.

Outline

1.  4:21  The challenge

2.  4:22-23  Historical background, the basic facts of the incident.

3.  4:24-27  Paul's allegory presented; the data with emphasis on the meaning of the mothers.

4.  4:28-31  Application to the circumstances in the Galatian churches.

4:21  The Challenge

Basic theme:  if you want divine approval, a right standing before God? 

#1   is it the law - works - merit principle? 

#2   or is it the grace - faith - promise method?

In vs:21 Paul is addressing those who are moving in the direction of the Judaizers.

Tell me, you who want to be under   u`po.  law, do you not listen to the law?

Paul is saying here that I am going to prove to you  that the first way, the law - works - merit way will never gain you a standing before God and I'm going to do it from the same source documents that the Judaizers are using and abusing.  

4:22-23  Historical background, the basic facts of the incident.

For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the bondwoman and one by the free woman.

For it is written  lit. for it stands written;

Overview of the events:

Promise of

Child of

Miracle Child

Weaning of Isaac

A seed


flesh scheme
of Promise


Casting out Ishmael

Gen 12:1-3

Gen 16

Gen 17; 18,  21

Gen 21:8-14

Abe   75


   86


    100



     103

Facts of history;

that Abraham had two sons, one by the bondwoman and one by the free woman.

Summary

1.  In view here is operation Hagar verses the promise through Sarah.

2.  From operation Hagar came Ishmael   Gen 16; then Isaac in Gen 21. 

3.  Because of the Jewish pride in their physical lineage from Abraham, Paul's use of this illustration of the 2 sons of Abe to point out their error becomes more important.

4.  In operation Hagar Abe was attempting to gain blessing in time apart from the will of God, it was an attempt in his impatience to help God out. 

5.  His challenge to the Galatians and to us in the Church age is which of these two sons are  you  emulating, the freeborn son or the son of the slave.

6.  So the first major contrast made is of the mothers of the 2 sons of Abe with one being a slave and the other free.
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4:23  Now the Progeny and the circumstances of their birth

But the son by the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and the son by the free woman through the promise.

Contrast is set by 2 prepositions:

-  according to the flesh   kata.  speaks of according to a standard, here the flesh;  normal conception; human effort/work;   since it was out of the will of God it was also sinful.

-  through the promise   dia,  by means of the promise that God had made;  this was a miracle baby, totally the provision of God.

Summary 4:23

1.  Ishmael's birth not only was an ordinary  one, born according to the flesh, it was also the result of legalism, human works outside the will of God.

2.  Isaac's birth was a miracle birth the result of the promise of God therefore of grace.

3.  The contrast between the 2 births (point here)  perfectly fits the contrast between where the Galatians are headed and where they should be going as a result of they're being justified by faith.

                                                                                                      Application of truth
Spirit led - empowered life

            Return to slavery

Law performance works

4:24 - 27  Now the allegory 
This is allegorically speaking,

Hermeneutics 101: 

Webster Dict.:  allegory  =  a literary, dramatic, or pictorial device in which each character, object, event symbolically illustrates an idea or moral or religious principle.  Also a symbolic representation.

 (1) There is the allegorical method of interpretation.  (totally different)

(2) While the allegorical method of interpreting Scripture is unacceptable, the use of allegory as a teaching method is frequently found in the Bible. 

My conclusion is that the Judaizers were using the OT in their teaching and were doing so wrongly, distorting the message of the text and making wrong application of it to make their points.

for these women are two covenants:  diaqh,kh   covenant, contract, even a will    

one proceeding from Mount Sinai bearing children who are to be slaves; she is Hagar.

Summary 4:24

1.  Paul being a Pharisee who had studied under Gamalliel  was thoroughly familiar with the Jewish use and application of the allegorical method of interpretation.

2.  The allegorical method as was practiced by them [not by Paul] interprets the text apart from its historical - grammatical meaning. 

3.  What their doing by allegorizing Scripture is to ignore what the writer of Scripture [via inspiration of H/S] is trying to say is then ignored. 

4.  The Jews  and many of the early Church leaders fell into this system of hermeneutics referred  to  as allegorizing in order to handle passages that offended them.

5.  The Judaizers were very adept at using allegorical method to promote their legalism.

6.   Paul is using this allegory (illustration) to demonstrate to the Galatians that the arbitrary way the Judaizers were using the  text of OT was not leading to truth.

7.  Types and symbols must also  be based on the text itself and are not to be arbitrary.

8.  Illustrations and applications from a passage must be subject to or controlled by the literal interpretation of the text.

9.  Paul here likens Hagar the slave to the Mosaic Law.

10.  Being a slave in the ancient world she could only produce a slave.

11.  Those who seek to be justified by law keeping remain slaves forever.

12.  If these Galatians, and some are, are seeking to follow as system of works, human merit system, to maintain their relationship with God they are failing to exploit the awesome freedom that they have as a result of their position in Christ as sons and heirs.
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4:25  He continues with the allegory

Now this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present Jerusalem,
for she is in slavery with her children.   (She refers to Jerusalem)

Summary 4:25

1.  Hagar represents all that mankind can and will do in their self effort to be accepted by God.

2.  Jerusalem at the time  was the center of the apostate observance of Judaism.  

3.  Paul I believe shocks the Galatians here by comparing the Judaizers  who either came from Jerusalem or had ties there because they were Jews  when he ties Jerusalem to Hagar and the pattern of bondage.

a.  Ishmael and his descendents were on the wrong side of the Abrahamic covenant by virtue of their unbelief.  

b.  This is true even though Ishmael was circumcised  Gen. 17:23  

c.  Most all of the Arabic peoples follow the lead of Mohammed and claim descent to Abe through Ishmael.

4.  The Judaizers may  have taught that the Galatians needed to be circumcised  just as Ishmael and even as the Gentiles who worshiped with Israel were.  Ex. 12:48  

5.  The principle that Paul is teaching here is that those under the law are slaves just like Hagar and her descendents.

4:26  Paul now shifts to the Other relationship pictured by Sarah 

But the Jerusalem above is free; she is our mother.

Summary 4:26

1.  Paul Speaks here of the New Jerusalem now located in heaven.  Rev. 21:10-27

2.  This is the city that Abraham sought.  Heb 11:10

3.  Heavenly citizenship is based on the free promise of faith in Jesus Christ. 

4.  That is the place of our citizenship. Phil. 3:20

5.  It is the spiritual line through Sarah where freedom exists.

4:27  Documentation from the OT

For it is written:  lit.  it stands written;   here Paul introduces a quote from Isa. 54:1 

REJOICE, BARREN WOMAN WHO DOES NOT BEAR;
BREAK FORTH AND SHOUT, YOU WHO ARE NOT IN LABOR

FOR MORE NUMEROUS ARE THE CHILDREN OF THE DESOLATE (one without child - Sarah) THAN OF THE ONE WHO HAS A HUSBAND. (and has a child- Hagar)

Summary 4:27

1.  Isaiah prophesied  of the changing fortunes of Israel, before her captivity she was likened to a woman with a husband.  The barren woman was likened to Israel in captivity while the woman having more children pictured Israel restored after the exile but more to the point being blessed during the Millennial reign of Christ.

2.  Paul applies the picture drawn by Isaiah to Sarah, but he is not saying that is being fulfilled by Sarah.

3.  There would come a time when Sarah the "desolate" would have a son to rejoice over just as the promise said.

4.  Since the prophecy in Isaiah follows the Messiah's death and resurrection in ch. 53 Paul understood the fulfillment of that would also include all who believe and are justified by faith.

5.  Therefore Sarah would ultimately enjoy a greater progeny than Hagar.

4:28  Where do the Galatians fit in all this?  Paul begins the application of the doctrinal principles.

Paul makes 3 comparisons in applying the Biblical truth: 

4:28   The birth of Isaac to that of believers.

4:29   Related to the opposition of the false teachers, the Judaizers.

4:30   The Galatians own obligation.

4:28  The birth of Isaac to that of believers.

And you brethren, like Isaac, are children of promise.

Summary 4:28

1.  Just as Isaac experienced a supernatural birth and was a child of promise so each of the Galatians who believed were justified by faith and had a supernatural birth, regeneration.

2.  Since they as believers are children of promise and heirs then they should no longer live as children of bondage.  Gal 3:29  

4:29  Comparison  related to the opposition of the false teachers, the Judaizers.

But as at that time he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so it is now also.

persecuted   diw,kw   to hunt, pursue for the purpose of persecuting;  used  of himself earlier in 1:13; 23

Object of persecution:   him who was born according to the Spirit,   that is Isaac.

With the last phrase so it is now also.  Paul brings into the focus  the present situation in the Galatian churches with the Judaizers.

Summary  4:29

1.  The pattern of persecution of the believer, especially the grace oriented type, by the legalist, the religious unbeliever was established long ago.

2.  Paul likened the Judaizers to Ishmael as those born of legalistic self effort.

3.  In the allegory  Paul says the situation is the same now with the Judaizers, the present day legalists, (Ishmaelites in the allegory) who will persecute anyone born according to the power of the Spirit.

4.  With few exceptions throughout  Paul's ministry he was persecuted by Jews, the people in bondage to the Law. 

5.  So also today grace oriented believers living out the truths of Scripture will be persecuted for their application of truth, that is for righteousness sake.

-  Phil.  1:29;  2 Tim. 3:12;  1 Pet. 4:12-13

4:30   The Galatians own obligation

But what does the Scripture say? "CAST OUT THE BONDWOMAN AND HER SON, FOR THE SON OF THE BONDWOMAN SHALL NOT BE AN HEIR WITH THE SON OF THE FREE WOMAN."

Summary 4:30

1.  Sarah having observed the persecution of Isaac by Ishmael correctly discerned what was needed.  

2.  She did the right thing, she went to Abe and laid out the solution to the situation.   Gen. 21:9-10  

3.  Abe being greatly distressed, went to God seeking wisdom as to the course of action to take.  He loved Ishmael and didn't want to expel him.

4.  The instruction from God was clear, listen to Sarah, she gave you good solid advice.  Gen. 21:12

5.  Principle:  legalism and all works systems for salvation cannot coexist with grace.

6.  Application to Galatians:  Separate from the Judaizers who are the present day descendant of Ishmael, son of slavery.

7.  Application to Local Church:  Discernment must be used continually to ensure that those who might be legalists, pedaling this type of false doctrine whether for salvation or for living the Christian life. 
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4:31  Conclusion

So then  (dio indicates conclusion of paragraph)   brethren,   (Galatian believers)   we are not children of a bondwoman, but  (alla)  of the free woman.

Summary 4:30   

1.  Note the comparisons we've seen in the allegory:

Bond woman



Free woman

Hagar



            Sarah

Son from legalism      
            Son from promise

Mosaic Covenant
            
Abrahamic Covenant

Physical Jerusalem

            Spiritual Jerusalem

2.  Sons of the bondwoman are slaves to legalism.

3.  Sons of the free woman are heirs of the promise by faith.

4.  Sons of the free woman can become like sons of the bond- woman in their life if they fall into the trap legalism.   

5.  But notice, even though the Galatians had gotten involved  in legalism, they are still classed as "sons of the free-woman."

Galatians   Chapter 5

Intro:  

5:1  Transition to the last major section of Galatians  [theme and focus]
4:31   So then, brethren, we are not children of a bondwoman, but of the free woman.

  5:1   It was for freedom that Christ set us free;  
freedom   evleuqeri,a  release from slavery

This  gift of freedom is bound to the giver or source of this freedom, that Christ set us free     evleuqero,w  verb, to make free or set free

Summary 

1.  Jesus Christ's work on the cross was designed to set us free!

2.  This statement totally rejects the possibility that the means of this freedom that we have in Christ lies within the realm of our own ability or capacity therefore it is not by works.

3.  As freed slaves we must develop the capacity for freedom. 

4.  Doctrine resident in you is the basis for the capacity to enjoy and appreciate this freedom.  John 8:31-32, 36;  James 1:25;  2:12

5.  This freedom becomes a reality experientially in our lives,  f2,   only when the Holy Spirit is empowering the life.   2 Cor. 3:17;   Rom. 8:2-4

6.  Functionally what does this freedom say to us?  That we as believers are no longer a slave to our sin nature with its lust patterns and human good. It no longer has to rule or dominate our life.  Rom 6:16, 18

7.  This freedom can be a reality regardless of the political, or economic  system in which one lives.

8.  The Galatians need to remember that they were delivered from slavery to idolatry and paganism when they believed in Christ and now some have and others are on the verge of reverting to another form of slavery to live their lives.

9.  What should their lives (and ours) be characterized by?   Dependence on the indwelling of the Holy Spirit who illuminates the truth, fills us with it so that we can be occupied with Christ and His thinking.  Heb. 12:1-2
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5:1b  therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.

First the positive: keep standing firm   sth,kw   stand firm or steadfast

And the negative: and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery  

yoke of slavery    This is one of the statements that was often made at the time by the Jews of Paul's day:    "taking the yoke of the law upon oneself."

Paul's exhortation to them!

1.  Having cast off the yoke of slavery to the ritualistic paganism and idolatry once practiced,  stop being entangled, enmeshed, held in bondage by the legalistic spiritual slavery of the Judaizers. 

2.  Only standing firm in the Word of God, knowing and applying its truths, will keep you from becoming enmeshed in this yoke of slavery, that is, becoming enslaved to the sin nature which has ramifications in every aspect of life.

5:2-12  We see that legalism short circuits Grace

Behold I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to you.

Pursuing legalism, makes Christ of no value, no profit in your life,  negates the awesome provision you have in Christ.

Summary 5:2

1.  In this context as well as those that follow where Paul indicates the consequences of legalism he is in no way  implying that they were or could loose their salvation.

2.  For them what is in view is the method of living out their relationship with God and their spiritual growth that is his concern.  

3.  The method in view is circumcision which represents a life characterized by works to gain acceptability before God. 

4.  There is no profit in ritualism of any kind that seeks blessing from  God.

5.  Ritualism in fact without the reality cuts the believer off from the attitude of grace.

6.  What Paul is warning them about here is that they are on the verge of substituting ritual (circ.) for the reality of a relationship with Christ with all the benefits of that relationship.

7.  Their rejection of truth, what Paul taught, and responding to the Judaizers false message shuts off their spiritual advance and actually sets them up for discipline while in this state.










+ to truth; spir empowered life 

                     ritual works                                                                   grace

                        legalism

5:3   The Obligation of the ritual legalist

And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision, that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law.

Here Paul is attempting to lay out for the Galatians that if they bought into the message of the Judaizers, and were circumcised,  here's the fine print, here's how it will obligate you!

What they need to learn is a very important point of Doctrine.

that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law.

Summary 5:3

1.  Paul is attempting to get the Galatians to face up to the logical conclusion of falling into the trap of observing this ritual.  

2.  To place themselves under one part of the law is to place themselves under obligation to do all of it.

3.  This would include all the ritual sacrifices, the feast days, the dietary code, even the hygienic codes with all the ritual washings.

4.  Legalism wastes  time and robs of blessing in time!

5.  Those who place themselves under the law are always losers or debtors, while those under grace, living by faith are freed ones.
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5:4   Result of legalism - Christ becomes inoperative in life

You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.  

Severed   katarge,w  [aor.pass.ind.]  "to render useless, powerless,  ineffective, to nullify,  inoperative," hence, idea  "to be un​employed" or "to be severed from some beneficial thing":  in today's  vernacular  "to be out of business.”

By their choice to pursue legalism, the Galatians are in the process of putting themselves under the law for acceptance before God.  And it has a negative result. 

you who are seeking to be justified by law
Summary 5:4

1.  The believer who adopts a system of law performance, that is merit works, (legalism) either for salvation, or for living the Christian life is rejecting the very basis of both, grace/faith.

2.  What Paul says here in no way implies that anyone can loose their salvation, their position in Christ. 

3.  What Paul is emphasizing is that as believers we can drift off of the course of grace  in our life.

4.  What Paul is describing with the phrase "seeking to be justified by law" is a desire to be righteous before God to be just before God but not on the basis of His provision in Christ but through our own self efforts, works.
5.  By doing this we have moved away experientially from our anchor for life. 

6.  Grace sets a straight course for  us in life, and  when we choose to wrap our life in law performance merit works, we have chosen to drift off the course of grace and go our own direction.   Titus 2:12

7.  Believe Paul has concluded that the Galatians had really  not understood or realized the implications of moving to law performance living.

-  its total devastation of the spiritual life.

8.  How is it possible for the believer to drift off the course of grace?  What motivates this kind of action?

9.  I believe that the  main ingredient for most believers is indifference or apathy towards the Word of God, that is negative volition towards the word of truth.

10.  It begins with either no intake of truth or failure to concentrate while assembled with the result that we are ignorant of Word of truth, God's grace provision for life.

11.  It can also occur when we choose to not apply the truth we know, no application or as is often referred to as disobedience. 

12.  Negative volition is often tied to failing to deal with the pressures and tests of life and seeking  to solve them with our own solutions.  

13.  Paul's objective is to make perfectly clear to them the total incompatibility between the grace/faith way of life and the law/works merit way of life of the legalist.

5:5  Our hope and the means of realizing it

 For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness.

What's the focus of the faith here?      are waiting for the hope of righteousness.  
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Summary 5:5  

1.  The "we" here in this verse refers to those  believers, Paul, Barnabas, and the Galatian believers who have not succumbed to the legalism of the Judaizers.

2.  Through the ministry of the Holy Spirit illuminating the word we have the basis of understanding what is the hope of righteousness, and the capacity to eagerly wait for it.

3.  We have this confidence because we are occupied with Christ and know that He is our hope.  

4.  Our Hope is also linked  to the Rapture. 1 Pet 1:13

5.  Anyone who holds to either salvation by works or to living the Christian life by law performance works has no confidence no hope and live in fear,  never sure that they have done enough! 

6.  For us who are on course with grace, occupied with Christ and filled with Him by the Holy Spirit as we grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ;  we have a confident expectation of the future  as well as each day.

7.   Ramification of this "hope of righteousness" realized in one's life is that our motivation will be to live out our new life in Christ, to walk worthy or our calling in Christ.

8.  Everything that we have in Christ, being justified, being sons, heirs all of this Paul has said flows out from faith. 

5:6  What is Important? 

For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, 
Point:  Neither situation, being circumcised or not circumcised has any significance in the life of one who is in Christ.  

faith working through love.

Together this phrase, faith working through love  describes vividly the Word of truth believed and being applied in the believer's life lived day by day under the various pressures of life.

5:6  For in Christ Jesus (in our position as new creations in Christ)  neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith  (BD - truth)  working  (operational - effective) through love (ministry of the Spirit).

Summary 5:6

1.   Any ritual, just like emotion has no spiritual dynamic apart from word of God and therefore has  no part, is meaningless.

2.  Notice that in Vs:5-6 that Paul gives three important virtues that should be manifest in each  Christian's  life,  ones by which  churches and individuals are measured. 

3.  Legalism is based on works not faith and thus establishes a false hope and works through a self centered "love."

4.  The legalist, like the Judaizers, always place the emphasis on the external, the outward, not on who we are in Christ. 

5.  Everything we are involved with as believers should flow from faith illuminated by the Holy Spirit.  

6.  Faith possesses the power of the object of faith.

7.  In these last few verses ( 2-6)  we have seen the cost of legalism:

All of these are linked to the Holy Spirit's ministry in our life.

a.  Christ becomes no profit experientially.  V2

b.  Become entangled in ritualism.  V3

c.  Appreciation of grace therefore drift off the course of grace.  V4

d.  Minus true Hope. V5

e.  Without the strength that comes from faith.  V6
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5:7    Indictment of the source of legalism

You were running well; 

who hindered you from obeying the truth?

Summary 5:7  

1.  Paul first commends them for the spiritual momentum that they exhibited in the past.

2.  To run well or honorably reflects this spiritual advance as believers. 

3.  The race that Paul talks about running begins when we believe in Christ and continues until we're face to face.

4.  Since Paul uses tenses that indicate continuous ongoing action in all the verbs, it reminds us that these issues  related to running the race must be dealt with through out our lives. 1 Cor. 9:24-27; 2 Tim. 4:6-8

5.  Being persuaded by the truth so that we we're  obedient  to that truth is crucial to running the race with honor. 

6.  What Paul is challenging them with here with his question is to once again motivate them to think things through, who and what has impacted your thinking so that you are now disobedient to the truth.

7.  He also wants them to see that they are attempting to run the race by legalistic self effort and not by faith. 

5:8   Where this  persuasion is not from! 

This persuasion did not come from Him who calls you.

What we find here the means of putting an obstruction in the path, a hindrance that  he mentioned in the previous verse;   that is through persuasive argumentation.

SUMMARY:  5:8

1.  Legalism is not part of the race that God has called us to run.

2.  Grace never calls or motivates one by legalism.

3.  Some of what God called us for:

a.  Fellowship with His Son. 1 Cor 1:9

b.  To peace in relationships. 1 Cor 7:15

c.  Realization of His grace. Gal 1:6

d.  To freedom. Gal 5:13

e.  Walk in a worthy manner. 1Thes 2:12

f.  Sanctification. 1Thes 4:7

g.  Holiness. 1 Pet 1:15

h.  To get out of darkness into light.1 Pet 2:9

i.  To suffer. 1 Pet 2:21 

j.  To inherit a blessing. 

4.  The One who called us is Faithful. 1Thes 5:24

5.  He called us from His own glory and excellence. II Pet 1:3

6.  We have been called to dinner. Rev 19:9
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5:9  A Common Proverb  used as a strong warning!

The use of this proverb conveys the same principle: what seems to be a little thing can do a lot of damage if not dealt with.
A little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough.

Paul uses this proverb of leaven in 1 Cor. 5:6-8; also a strong warning there. 

> DANGER DESCRIBED 5:6-8  Why the  church needs to take this action.

>   The illustration  vs:6  = uses leaven

Leaven - two concepts in scripture; sin/evil and extent of penetration or spreading of the sin.

-  ever mix yeast with dough and only have 1/2 of it rise??

DEF:  Leaven is any evil that tends to permeate and to eventually dominate.  

What in this context is referred to as the leaven??

-  So the leaven includes both the moral sin of the man and the mental attitude sin of the assembly.

>   That illustration, the leaven, has an application in vs:7

Paul's challenge to the Corinthians!

The lamb has already been slain and there is still leaven in the house!!   

 HOW COME CORINTHIANS!!   

Background is the Passover  Exodus 12

From the Passover:  When the lamb was slain, there was to be no leaven in the house.

Cleansing deals with their experiential relationship w/God and Paul says right now experientially you need to be clean;

Now the reason: "for" = gar; explanatory!  

 -  "Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed."

>  5:8   The Celebration!

"Let us therefore celebrate the feast";  feast = unleavened bread

-   The continual celebrating indicates what is to be the pattern in the CWOL, our lives day by day,  to be with out the old leaven,  sin and rejection of truth.

Summary 5:9  
1.  This proverb about leaven teaches how evil spreads,  a small amount permeates the  whole lump of dough.

2.  Therefore it is a very apt symbol of how moral and spiritual corruption not dealt with spreads and infects the church.

3.  Paul sees very clearly that if the false teaching of the Judaizers was not dealt with quickly that  this leaven would corrupt the whole church taking it off the course of grace.

4.  Leaven and its pervasive penetrating  power  also clearly depicts how false doctrine infects and contaminates ones thinking, taking them off the course of grace.

5.  The leaven in view in Galatian churches is the legalism of works to gain acceptance before God. 

6.  Paul's strong exhortation to the Galatians is to deal with the issue of the false doctrine of the Judaizers, before it permeates and contaminates all the congregations.

-  Holy Spirit gives us enabling power when He is not quenched or grieved so that we have a clear readout of Scripture/truth to apply correctly in our life all with the result that everything we do,  whether the routine mundane things related to our jobs or cooking meals, doing the laundry or worship,  what ever, we are able to do them as unto the Lord with the right mental attitude and we glorify God in the doing!!
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5:10  Paul's attitude towards them 

Here we find a strong affirmation of Paul’s confidence in the midst of these distressing circumstances. We need to understand the nature and the basis of Paul’s confidence. 

First, Paul is confident concerning the final decision of the Galatian Christians. 

Second, Paul is confident that God will deal justly with those Judaizers who had caused so much trouble in the Galatian churches.

I have confidence in you in the Lord,
that you will adopt no other view;

What about the false teacher?

but the one who is disturbing you shall bear his judgment, whoever he is.

God will deal with him, in his time, in an appropriate manor for teaching false doctrine.

Summary 5:10

1.  Paul expresses his confidence that they will rid themselves of the leaven of the Judaizers.

2.   We should not  be troubled by those who wish to harm us for doing what is right.         1 Pet 3:14

3.  Paul is also convinced that the ones spreading the false doctrine, the legalism among the churches will be disciplined by the Lord for it.  

5:11  An Accusation against Paul and His observation.

But I, brethren, if I still preach circumcision, why am I still persecuted?
His conclusion:

Then the stumbling block of the cross has been abolished.

To the Jews the cross always was a stumbling block,  ska,ndalon  a cause for stumbling. 

Mentioned also in 1 Cor 1:23.   [rabbit trail]

"To the Jews a stumbling block"
If we look at it purely from the standpoint of human nature, human wisdom there are several things that make it offensive!

#1 - Cross underscores the gravity of man's problem in relation to God, his sin and all that separates man in unbelief form God.  [barrier]

#2 - It underscores mans helplessness, total inability to save himself.

#3 - Since our salvation is in the cross work of Christ it is offensive because the cross leaves no room for the pride of human accomplishment.

*** The enemy of the Cross for the Jew was His religious pride but for the non-Jewish world, the Gentiles it was intellectual pride.

Summary 5:11

1.  Paul was obviously charged with compromising the truth by the Judaizers in that he was still  teaching the necessity of circumcision for salvation.

2.  Actually,  since the Judaizers were persecuting Paul it indicates that he had not compromised the truth, the message of grace.

3.  Subscribing to salvation by works, or legalism (product of sin nature domination) or works to maintain our relationship with God as believers renders the work of Christ on the Cross ineffective.

4.  The offense of the cross is the fact that Christ's work is totally sufficient.

5.  Man's pride and arrogance causes him to be offended when he discovers that his own works are worthless. 

a.  Rem. we as believers have 2 potential rulers of life,  they dominate by impacting our thinking and therefore our actions.

 1. The indwelling Holy Spirit along with the mind of Christ, the Word. (producing the character of Christ.)   DGP

 2. The indwelling SIN NATURE which is programmed with a knowledge of good (human) and evil (Rom 6:12). HuGP

b.  Know that at any time that one of the 2 rulers of life is ruling,  and you determine through your choices which one is!

6.  Not only are man's works rejected by God as sufficient to satisfy His holiness, but these works become the basis of his eternal condemnation.              Rom 4:4; cf.                     Rev. 20:11-14          

7.   When works are added to the grace message of the Cross, it neutralizes the offense of the cross and it prevents the unbeliever from seeing Christ.
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Summary of 5:11 continued:

5.  Man's pride and arrogance causes him to be offended when he discovers that his own works are worthless. 

a.  Rem. we as believers have 2 potential rulers of life,  they dominate by impacting our thinking and therefore our actions.

 1. The indwelling Holy Spirit along with the mind of Christ, the Word. (producing the character of Christ.)   DGP

 2. The indwelling SIN NATURE which is programmed with a knowledge of good (human) and evil (Rom 6:12). HuGP

b.  Know that at any time that one of the 2 rulers of life is ruling,  and you determine through your choices which one is!

6.  Not only are man's works rejected by God as sufficient to satisfy His holiness, but these works become the basis of his eternal condemnation.              Rom 4:4; cf.                     Rev. 20:11-14          

7.   When works are added to the grace message of the Cross, it neutralizes the offense of the cross and it prevents the unbeliever from seeing Christ.

5:12   Why stop at Circumcision

Would that those who are troubling you would even mutilate themselves.

Summary 5:12

1.  Need to understand just how extremely strong this statement is!

2.  The Logical progression of Paul's argument.   If circumcision is somehow a spiritual benefit to you, then why not go all the way and cut it off.

3.  Paul's statement is designed to wake them up to the reality that legalism has no spiritual benefit,  legalism makes them impotent spiritual.

Introduction to this next very important section.

It begins here in 5:13 and runs through 6:10 and there are 4 major parts to it.

#1   5:13-15  

First he takes the emphasis on freedom, specifically freedom from slavery to the law, or law performance systems.  (5:1)

Secondly he takes from 5:6 the fact that faith works or is operational through love!  

He will then make the point that it is through love that the whole law is fulfilled.

#2  5:16-23 

This section really deals with and points out for us the mechanics of how what he just said in 5:13-15   is actually accomplished.

We will discover that "walking by the Spirit" is God's provision for dealing with the flesh.

#3  6:1-6

This section follows up on the exhortation of 5:26.

Have here in these verses expressed how all this is worked out in practical ways, that is  being slaves to one another through love.  

#4  6:7-10  

Here Paul brings his argument full circle with the metaphor of sowing and reaping!

5:13 Liberty verses license

The choice is to enjoy your freedom in Christ, utilizing the resources that are yours, or lapse back into slavery to the sin nature and its desires. 

For you were called to freedom,  

What's all this telling us?   That God called us through the Gospel and that one of His motivations for that was for the purpose or on the basis of the  freedom/liberty that the believer would experience and enjoy in Christ.   
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The Warning!

First the negative!

only  (do)  not  (turn)  your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh,
but through love serve one another.

What is Paul saying, what's the exhortation here?  

True liberty/freedom in Christ expresses itself in loving service of other believers, the body of Christ, and not in license.

Summary 5:13

1.  Paul begins with what is ours as a result of faith in Christ and flowing from our position in Christ, freedom, liberty.

2.  There is a sense that this freedom is a trust to be guarded and enjoyed and not abused.

3.  Ultimately this freedom is not an end in itself but a means to an end that is, the benefit of the body of Christ, the good of the believers in your periphery, mainly the local assembly.

4.  This freedom is always linked to the ministry of the Spirit. 2 Cor 3:17

5.   Paul warns the Galatians against the distortion and false application of this freedom in Christ that they have.

6.  His point is that this freedom is not a license to pursue the sin natures' desires. 

7.  For some when they come to understand that law performance living is an invalid way of life for the Believer,  overreact and swing the pendulum to the other extreme, that of antinomianism. 

8.  This freedom is not to become in our life an opportunity, a base of operation, a pretext to pursue the lusts of our sin nature .

9.  This freedom is designed for us to love God and to serve one another. 

10.  Therefore this freedom in Christ is a license to serve not to sin.

11.  Freedom always demands responsibility and authority orientation (to the word of God) or it will quickly degenerate into anarchy (doing our own thing). 

12.  God has established and laid out in the Word of God His righteous requirement    (Rom. 8:4) which is the acceptable means to live out this freedom by His standard and therefore to love God and to serve others.   

13.  True freedom for the believer is God's enablement to live out His will in your life!

14.  The body of Christ is not designed to function where the tyranny of legalism or the anarchy of antinomianism exists. 

15.  Both of them, legalism and antinomianism, pervert freedom and enslave the Believer and therefore negates any spiritual growth an nullifies the experience of freedom.

5:14  Fulfillment of the Law

With verse 14 Paul further destroys the argumentation of the Judaizers. 
For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word,
"You shall love your neighbor as yourself."

Summary 5:14

1.  The one word in view that Paul is focused on is love, love expressed for one's neighbor. 

2.  This is not an isolated exhortation, to love others, it appears 50+ times in the epistles alone.

3.  By Paul's use here and other places of this quote from the heart of the M/L, (must acknowledge that it is) it says that there is a proper link between the law and the grace message that the Church age saint is to function within.

4.  The Law since it came from God is holy righteous and good, (Rom. 7:12).

5.  We're separated from the law as a system or rule of life as was the pattern for Israel. Rom 7:6

6.  Within the revelation of the law there was and is a righteous purpose and intent directed towards the one who loves God and walked in fellowship with Him.

- How did Jesus understand the purpose and intent of the law in relation to the individual?  Matt 22:34-40

7.  While the Law is a valid standard of righteousness it cannot be and never was  to be a source of righteousness.

- man wants to use it as a merit system to gain acceptance before God, won't work!

8.  The Law’s righteous standard will be fulfilled by those who walk by the Spirit as Paul makes clear in Romans 8:2,4.

9.  We fulfill the Law, not by submitting to it as the Judaizers advocated but rather by walking by means of the Spirit, Rom 8:4  being led by the Spirit Gal. 5:18.

10.  Paul does not discard the Law. Instead he views it as God intended it— to be a part of the standard of righteousness.
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Romans 13:8-10    Debt of Love we owe has no limits!

Where do we find this obligation first given to us??  Applicable to Church age?

Jn. 13:34-35
Just how encompassing is this love to be?  1 Cor 16:14;

Eph 5:1-2 

Since we are children of God, we are to imitate our Father;

The motivation for "continually walking in love" is the example of Christ's self-giving love, His self-sacrificing love on the Cross.

Gal. 2:20
Rom 8:4  Puts this in perspective.

Verse 2 speaks of the provision of freedom for the believer; and  it is linked to His having condemned the sin nature;  in Christ no longer does it have to rule!

      Verse 3  Basis is the work of Christ 

Vs:4   "in order that      this gives the  reason/purpose that He condemned the sin nature 

the requirement of the Law   to. dikai,wma    the ground or basis of something,  here the righteous requirement of the law.

Paul is affirming what Jesus taught in Mt. 22:37-40

Rem: the ultimate aim and purpose of God  is for each of us to be conformed to the image of Christ!

· What Paul is describing here is the believer who is empowered by the Spirit is one who is not fulfilling the desires of the flesh but is fulfilling the righteous requirement of the will of God.   Normal Christian life!  

What Paul is saying here is that the Spirit produces in the believer a love to which the law can offer no objection, since this love fulfills what the law requires, something that the law itself cannot produce.

Rom. 13:9   “For this”  i.e. the  obligation to love our neighbor,  this on going debt of love is never fulfilled by these 4 sins Paul enumerates here from the Decalogue.

To discover what sin is we must always go to the Word, one of the functions of the righteous precepts of the law, the reason there still is a purpose for the whole of the Word of truth.

Rom. 13:10  Summarizes paragraph
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Back to Gal.  5:15   The Result of a lack of Love

But if you bite and devour one another, take care lest you be consumed by one another.

If   since this is a 1cc  Paul assumes the reality of the condition he details here.

Then a Strong Warning!

take care lest you be consumed by one another.

Summary  5:15

1.  A church which tolerates or promotes legalism or even the opposite extreme of antinomianism, (no standards at all) will deteriorate into veritable jungle.  

2.  One "animal" attacks another verbally for not living up to their particular false system of legalistic standards.

3.  Legalism like the law does nothing to restrain sin, here the sins of the tongue, and gives rise often to illegitimate boasting.

4.  The gossiper and maligner operating under a cloak of human good and self-righteousness will destroy a local church if they go unchecked. 

5.  What was occurring in these churches was a far cry from what Paul has been teaching to this point that should characterize the relationships within the local assembly.

-  vs:6  faith working through love

-  vs:13  through love keep serving one another

-  vs:14  you shall love your neighbor as  yourself.

6.  The solution to their situation is found only through  true spirituality.  That is making order out of chaos by living life according to the Spirit. 

Gal 5:16 - 26    Since we are in the Spirit as believers we are to walk by the Spirit

Intro:

Here we find once again the central importance of the Holy Spirit in our life as believers.

5:16   But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.
Here is the antidote to the rulership of the Sin nature!

Focus of the phrase is the normal Christian life,  being empowered by the Holy Spirit

Then Paul makes a most profound statement:
and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.

Point is Paul has drawn absolutes here, your either walking by the Spirit or your dominated by your OSN.
Note:  some passages that give us a handle on the sin nature, the lust of the flesh,  and its impact on the life of the believer if not dealt with by walking by the Spirit!

-  1 Pet. 1:14   

-  1 Pet. 4:1-3   

-  2 Pet 2:18   

-  Eph. 4:22 

-  Rom. 6:12 

-  Titus 3:3  

-  2 Tim 3:6
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1.  Paul's strong statement here is the answer to the Judaizers  contention that by not observing the law that an unrestrained life of sin would be the result, i.e. antinomianism. 

2.  Walking by the Spirit describes what is to characterize our life as believers.

3.  The walk of the believer has some identifiable characteristics:

A.  Jesus called us to walk in the light which means to be obedient to His will and therefore reflect His character in our lives. John 12:35;  Eph 5:8;  

B.  Because we have new life in Christ Jesus, we can walk in that newness of life.   Rom 6:4 

C.  When we walk according to Spirit, the requirement of the Law which is fulfilled in us because of the freedom we now have.  Rom 8:1-4

D.  This freedom in the Spirit lets us walk honestly which excludes deeds of the flesh. Rom 13:13 

E.  Abusing your freedom that hurts one's brother is not part of this walk. Rom 14:15 

F.  This walk excludes strife and jealousy which makes us appear just as an unbeliever. 1 Cor 3:3

G.  God has designed your life so as to make the best of the circumstances in which you find yourself in. 1 Cor 7:17

H.  Our walk should not be characterized by hidden agendas  that distort the Word of God. 2 Cor 4:2 

I.   Our walk is by faith, not by sight. 2 Cor 5:7; Col.  2:6

J.   Those that distort God's Word accuse the maturing Christian of walking according to the flesh.  2 Cor 10:2 

K.  The Christian walk, while resident in this earthly tent is not to do battle on worldly terms. 2 Cor 10:3-5

L.   Our walk is now to be based on the good works that God designed for us to do. Eph 2:2 ;  2:10

M.  We are to walk in a manner worthy of our calling.  Eph 4:1;  Col. 1:10; 1Thes 2:12

N.  This walk is not characterized by Scar Tissue to sin. Eph 4:17-20

O.  This walk is characterized by love. Eph 5:2; 2 Jn 1:6

P.  This walk is characterized by wisdom. Eph 5:15 

Q.  Paul exhorted the Philippians to  follow the example,  to imitate his walk and others  whose pattern of life reflected the same characteristics. Phil 3:17 

R.  The walk of the believer who is consistently out of fellowship is an enemy of the  cross of Christ. Phil 3:18-19 

S.  Our conduct towards others, that is unbelievers, is to be characterized by wisdom  walk wisely "seizes the moment" to evangelize. Col. 4:5 

T.  This walk does not reach a plateau  in the life  of the Believer, a point where we have arrived, we always will need further instruction. 1Thes 4:1 

U.  What we say must be reflected in our walk.  I Jn 2:6 

V.  Our walk in truth is observable and therefore has impact!   3 Jn 1:3-4

W.  Those who "live" the Christian Life, will walk with our Lord Jesus Christ.  Rev 3:4 

Lesson  64 November 6,  2002
Review:

4.  With this verse Paul documents for us the fact that spirituality is an absolute in that walking by the Spirit and walking by the flesh are mutually exclusive.

5.  We know that if and when we operate under the flesh/sin nature rulership we can not please God. 

6.   We must recognize that it is the volition of the soul that decides which rules, that is whether we are walking by the Spirit or the flesh/sin nature.

7.  Paul by his use of the imperative, command to walk by the Spirit, and saying "you" Paul indicates that the responsibility to ensure that this occurs is directed towards the believer.

8.  It is only believers with a frame of reference of truth/doctrine that possess the capacity to habitually conquer the lusts of the sin nature in their life.

9.  What about the term lusts of the flesh, what does it refer to? 

-   Lust patterns of the flesh  include (this list is not exhaus​tive)

A.  ego lust,  -  an  inordinate desire to be the focal point of human or Divine interest

B.  power lust,  -  a strong passion to dominate and control others, even God

C. approbation lust,  -  the craving for the approval and applause of others

D.  sexual lust,  -  the consuming desire for sexual conquest and domination of others

E.  material lust, -  the passionate-longing for security and/or happiness based upon possessions

F.  pleasure lust (hedonism)  - the inextinguishable desire for pleasure by whatever means;  frantic search for happiness 

10.  Implications of walking by the Spirit.

A.  It means to be obedient to the truth that the Spirit has revealed. 

-  He is the Spirit of truth, who will guide us into all truth, John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13

B.  More to the point it means to allow God's Word to permeate our lives so that the Holy Spirit is able to lead and guide us.

C.  Therefore it is the Holy Spirit who aids us in understanding of Scripture, illuminating and appropriating its truth so that we can apply it as it is appropriate.

D.  Must remember that the Holy Spirit never contradicts the written word of God; it is not only wrong but dangerous to follow any "internal leading" (emotion) if it is not tested against what the Scripture teaching.

E.  The bottom line we must understand is that we cannot in any way live the Christian life apart from the active ministry of the Holy Spirit.

Gal. 5:17   Conflict of Interest

Here we discover the reason that our life must be energized by the Spirit because of the ongoing battle within;  battle between the 2 resident rulers.

For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh;
Subject here is the flesh   h` sa.rx  how is it used?

The objectives of the sin nature are: 

against the Spirit   kata

and the Spirit against the flesh;

-   the objectives of the Holy Spirit, dvpt, is always in opposition to the cravings of the sin nature

The result of the inner struggle/war   

so that you do not do the things that you wish.

Summary 5:17

1.  All individuals  have a sin nature (flesh) and do so through out their life. 

2.  The flesh is not a part of the soul but can influence all input to the soul for thinking when it rules.

3.  The flesh/sin nature is not eradicated or altered at the point of salvation;  but since we died to it, we are separated from its power and it no longer has to rule or dominate our life. 

4.  Need to remember that both are resident in that they dwell in the body.

5.  This opposition is continual and fixed in that the flesh's desires are set and the Holy Spirits desires and purposes are set.

6.  Neither will impact or change the other.

7.  The Spirit is not seeking to change the flesh/sin nature, we're separated from its power but the Spirit does seek to influence the thinking, the mind  of the believer with the truth of the Word of God so that wise choices will be made.

8.  The sin nature seeks to return to its dominate, rulership role so that its lust patterns can be realized through the body and therefore through the life of the believer.

9.  As we grow and mature in the Christian life we're not changing the sin nature, its not diminishing it in any way,  the flesh will always be the flesh seeking to express itself through the body in which it  resides.

10.  The issue in life goes back to some of the basic issues we noted in our study of volition, and that is, which are you going to choose to respond to, the Word and the Spirit or the desires of the flesh?  Which one influences your thinking and therefore the choices you make?   
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Rabbit trail:  James on the Subject of  Temptation 1:13-16  

In 1:13-14 we see the source of man's temptation.

God is not responsible for our failures!

Let no one say when he is tempted
Tests - are for our advantage; regardless of the source - CHP'S, CIRCUMSTANCES OF LIFE, FROM DEALING WITH OTHERS OR DIRECTLY FROM GOD. (ALL EXTERNAL) growth  1 Pet. 1:6-7

TEMPTATION - Source is First INTERNAL - from the flesh - OSN with all its trends,   lust patterns - strengths - weakness; all in opposition to the will of God.

Prin: TO BE TEMPTED IS NOT A SIN - MUST ACT ON THAT TEMPTATION.

DIFFERENCE between tests and temptation is that a temptation is a solicitation to commit sin while testing is not a solicitation to sin but is a challenge, how are you to react to some situation.

I am being tempted by God

*  The tendency of the sin nature is to blame others for one's own failures - its much easier.

Proverbs 19:3 also sheds light on this

Prin:  No test or temptation is inherently stronger than our spiritual resources. People fail and sin because they willingly sin, fail to use the resources available to them in grace.

NOW James GIVES TWO REASONS WHY YOU CAN'T BLAME GOD FOR OUR FAILURES.

First

 For God cannot be tempted to evil  

What James is saying very strongly here is that God with emphasis on His integrity is unsusceptible to evil, evil in any form never has an appeal for Him, it is always repugnant and abhorrent to Him.

This characteristic of God stands in sharp contrast to the character of the pagan gods that were worshipped by many of the day.

The Second Reason 

 And He himself does not tempt anyone  

Never will God solicit anyone to violate His expressed +R standards.

1:14 The Reality of the Human Source of temptation!!

But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust

when he is carried away and enticed
Must remember that when we choose to operate under its rulership and therefore its distorted perception you see something very alluring - very desirable to you at that point; but its only a façade.

Your blinded to the consequences of your actions.   

 By his own lust

TEMPTATION IS A REALITY - BUT KNOW, IT'S A TRAP, it's BAIT, AN ENTICEMENT AND THE OSN WILL seek to motivate you to INITIATE TOWARDS IT.
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1.  TO BE TEMPTED IS NOT TO SIN.

2.  It is true that Satan is a tempter and with his operatives (fallen   angels - demons; false teachers) who seek to influence and sidetrack believers - get them off the straight and narrow path of the will of God.  1 Pet. 5:8; 2 Cor. 11:13-15;   2 COR 10:4-5

3.  Satan is able to tempt because of believers lack of self control - self discipline and therefore no application of truth. 1 Cor 7:5

4.  The greatest example for us which should bring us great comfort in   time is Jesus Christ. Set the pattern!!  Heb 2:18; 4:15

5.  Within each resides the capacity to respond to any situation with evil or human good from the source of the sin nature.  Eph 4:20-24

6.  James lays the responsibility for any and all attitudes / actions   contrary to the expressed +R std squarely on our shoulders.

7.  Only BDRS will desensitize you to the drawing and enticement of your particular problem lust pattern.

8.  The OSN has a natural trend toward the acceptance and application of human good (human righteousness) as well as sin and evil.  

a. Everything from the OSN God rejects. [sin - human good]

b. As the individual grows up he manifests his trends and begins to make decisions that are compatible with his/her OSN (liberalism, legalism, religion, etc.) 

c. The only solution to the manifestation of the OSN is the continual building up of the wisdom and understanding of the Word (inculcation) and the and application of that wisdom/truth which dismantles the deceitful appeal of the OSN.

· PRIN: PART OF THE DECEIT OF THE OSN IS THAT IT PROMISES MUCH AND  DELIVERS NOTHING WORTHWHILE.

9. Characteristics of the OSN - its lust patterns:

a. Pride/arrogance - excessive desire to gratify self 

b. Approbation - doing things to gain personal praise/flattery.

c. Power lust - desire to always be the top dog - the one running the show.   (Distortion of true authority)

d. Materialism - desire for things / money  (symbols of status). 

e. Sexual lust - seeking to satisfy yourself sexually outside of the boundaries of divine design - marriage.

f. Pleasure lust - the inextinguishable desire for pleasure by whatever means; frantic search for happiness

10. The combination of these characteristics in a particular person's sin nature will also manifest itself through various trends:

a. Asceticism - extreme denial - usually oblivious to reality - Mahatma Ghandi type

b. Lasciviousness - overt sinning; if it feels good do it; totally hedonistic trend.   avse,lgeia

11. Effects of the sin nature: 

a. leads man to personal sins by feeding false, twisted and distorted  info into analysis center of the soul. (deceit aspect)

b. tends to program our norms and standards with human viewpoint and evil as a system of thought - reflects your volitional decisions. 

c. It seeks to dominate the volition - the influence is there but can't without you - because you still control the Volition. 

d. When the sin nature is in control of the thought process of the soul it is analogous to impact of drunkenness Eph 5:18. 

1. under drunkenness - alcohol takes over the function of cells to the point that normal body functions are distorted, thinking is unclear, coordination and stability are impacted.   

2. It illustrates how the saturation of the thought process with evil and human vpt distorts all input/output of the soul. 

3. To those that are spiritually drunk - in state of carnality, under the sin nature's rule; the Holy Spirit quenched or grieved;  cleansing of applying 1 John 1:9 and the resultant fellowship sobers them up instantly.

e. being spiritually drunk manifests itself in human good and evil which begins with the thought process, thinking evil - and results then in personal sin. 

12. The production of the sin nature, personal sins, were judged at the cross when Christ was made judicially guilty for those sins and paid the penalty required by the perfect righteousness of God/F. Col. 2:14; 1 Pet 2:24; 3:18

13. The Sin nature is neutralized in the believer in a two-fold fashion: 

a. Positional victory  - (RAPT) Positional Truth 

This is implemented by the ministry of God/H-S at the point of salvation; being identified with Christ, entered into union with Christ, by the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

-   the penalty for sin is dealt with; we stand justified before God 

-   we're transferred from being in Adam, to being in Christ, we're now new creations in Christ and this change of position provides the foundation, the basis for all changes in life.

-   we're dead to the sin nature and we are freed from it's power Rom. 6:2, 7

b. Experiential victory f2- daily living out our new identity in Christ. It is here that the power over sin is realized.

-   this flows from our positional state; or what accrues to us because of identification with Christ.

-   abiding in Christ, walking worthy of the Lord/our calling 

-   this is daily counting as true and presenting the members of your body as instruments of righteousness not unrighteousness. 

-   facing the issues of life with the wisdom and understanding  developed from the truth of the Word illumined by the Holy Spirit

-   It is the Holy Spirit + BD which gives us the spiritual moxy, discernment to correctly evaluate and deal with any situation we might face.

14. The carnal believer chooses the sin nature to be the ruler of life responding to its enticement and influence on the thinking and the choices made, Rom 6:15-19. 

15. The Grace resources available to us are sufficient to ensure we have the DVPT necessary to stop the distorting tendency of the sin nature. 

16. Doctrine enables us to become smart to its deception and tactically defeats it on the battlefield of the soul through application of DVPT. 
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1:15 Consequences of yielding to temptation is death!!

Then when lust has conceived it gives birth to sin;

CONCEPTION RESULTS FROM THE UNION OF the desire of the OSN and Volition then IT GIVES BIRTH TO A PROGENY - SIN and death.

and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.

What is the death here?  

OBSERVATIONS:  

 1.  As believers we are cmd'd to love God with all our heart - soul - mind and strength (Mk 12:30).

2.  Sequence:

a.  temptation -  something stimulates your osn's lust pattern.

b.  temptation + volition (choose to respond to it) = conception

c.  Sin is complete (everything in order - all the parts in place)  its ready to fulfill its objective.   OSN is now in rulership of the real you

d. The result is temporal death - separation from God, no fellowship.

          -> to turn it around - takes acknowledgement of that sin to God  1John 1:9.

3.  What should happen!!

a. temptation - something stimulates your osn's lust pattern.

b. evaluate the circumstance, based on your frame of reference of truth 

c. count as true your provision in Christ, that your separated from that desire, it does not have to rule your thinking, 

d. and present yourself to God by choosing to think consistently in terms of divine viewpoint, the will of God

4. Like all things practiced it will become the natural response, not automatically moving towards the desires of the sin nature.     Heb. 5:14

1:16 Occupational hazard for those with no application

 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren!

To combat deception so that we are not deceived: 

1.  Need to be stay spiritually awake - alert. 1 Pet 1:13-15

2.   Examine your time committed to studying the Word of Truth, both face to face teaching and at home 

3.  Failure to separate from those who either teach false doctrine or live out side the will of God that is, no application of truth leads to corruption of one's life.

2 Tim 3:13-17 also 3:5; 1 Cor 15:33-34

4.  Failure to assemble consistently - Heb. 10:25; 

5.  Must rely on G/H-S, ensure consistent fellowship and empowerment, to ensure clear readouts, discernment, in the Analysis center of the soul then with its application will result in straight paths - no wandering.       Prov 3:5-7; 4:11-15.
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5:18  The Walk by the Spirit related to the Law.

Intro:

5:18   But if you are aled by the Spirit, byou are not under the Law.

This compliments what he said in vs:16

The present tense says that this leading is to be the habitual pattern of the Believers life.

The passive voice says that this leading is the result of the Holy Spirit's ministry in the life of the believer. 

The indicative mood  points to the reality of what Paul is saying here; along with 1cc if.

-  The guidance is realized through the renewed mind/norms and standards which makes up the new man's frame of reference, the capacity for discernment. 

Summary 5:18

1.  There are 2 patterns of life indicated here and they are diametrically opposed to one another.

#1.  Normal Christian life being led by the Spirit.

#2.  Living under a system of law, legalism as the Judaizers were attempting to get them to do. 

2.   In the context Paul has linked the flesh and the law together.

3.  We have been freed from both and they both lead to slavery not to the freedom that is ours in Christ.

4.  There is no law system that is able to handle the problem of the sin nature and its desires.

5.   Since all believers are indwelt by the Holy Spirit from the point of salvation, being led by the Spirit is to be the normal pattern of life for the believer.

6.   The normal Christian life is not lived by conformity to a set of external rules, it is a supernatural life, a relationship with God empowered by the Holy Spirit.

7.  This verse is consistent with what Paul said in vs:16;  If your walking by means of the Spirit,  your walking in the counsel of the Word of God, that is by faith, His will and so your being led by the Spirit in your life.

8.  Some implications that flow from being led by the Spirit.

a.  Since He is the Spirit of Truth (John 14:17; 15:26)  then His leading is tied to being obedient to the truth revealed to us.

.

b.  His leading means to allow God's word to so permeate our lives, our thinking so that the Holy Spirit is able to lead us and to guide us so that we are able to live in the sphere of God's will.

c.  It is the Holy Spirit who aids us through His ministry of illumination of the message of Scripture to understand that message and to appropriate its truth into our lives.

d.  One thing we must always remember, that the Holy Spirit never at anytime leads us in contradiction to the revealed written Word of God.
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5:19-23  Contrast between the production of the flesh and the Spirit

Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: 1aimmorality, impurity, sensuality,

The "of the flesh"   clearly marks out the source of the deeds, the sins in view.

When you look carefully at the list that runs down through verse 21 there are 4 categories of sin, that is, deeds of the flesh emphasized.

1.   3   dealing with sexual immorality    [KJV adds one at the beginning adultery;] 

2.   2   religious sins -  therefore toward God directly.

3.   8   social sins  -  very destructive in dealing with others  [KJV adds murder fo,noi(]
4.   2   hedonistic sins that were a common problem of the day, nothing new, have come full circle.

First Group

#1  immorality   pornei,a(  this is a general term for illicit sexual behavior 

a.  In view in this word is "normal" sexual sins and it involves sex between people who are not married to each other. 

b.  This word porneia includes adultery. Matt 5:32 Matt 19:9 

c.  This sin, like the others, originates in the heart of man dominated by the sin nature. Mark 7:18-23; also Matt 15:19

d.  The Jerusalem council, the first pastors conference of the Church, viewed this sin as important enough to list it in their letter to the churches detailing their conclusions. Acts 15:20

e.  A church is not to permit flagrant immorality. 1 Cor 5:1

f.  God did not make our bodies for immoral purposes. 1 Cor 6:13

g.  We are to flee from this sin.  1 Cor 6:18 

h.  Part of our walk in love is that this sin of sexual immorality not be cited by unbeliever's against the saints. Eph 5:3

i.  When temptations occur, we are to respond to the temptation as though our earthly body was already dead. Col 3:5

 j.  Abstinence from this sin is a part of our sanctification.     1Thes 4:3 

#2  impurity    avkaqarsi,a  Lit. of uncleanness, defilement;  Paul uses it often of moral uncleanness, impurity especially in the area of sexual impurity

a.  It is part of exchanging the truth of God for a lie.    Rom 1:18-25   

b.  Instead of serving ourselves through impurity, we are now to serve righteously.      Rom 6:19 

c.  This is a sin that if not handled quickly will become more intense/ingrained in the life as one becomes "callused" to it.   Eph 4:19 

d.  This sin is not a part of the Christian's walk in love.      Eph 5:3 

e.  Consider yourself as "dead" when confronted with the temptation.  Col. 3:5 

f.   This impurity  stands in contradiction to our sanctification. 1Thes 4:7

#3 sensuality    avse,lgeia  as living without any moral restraint licentiousness, sensuality, lustful indulgence (2C 12.21);  especially as indecent and outrageous sexual behavior debauchery, indecency, flagrant immorality (RO 13.13)

a.  It is used to describe a pattern of life that is unrestrained and pursues the desires of the sin nature to the fullest extent possible;  so engrossed with the sin that they are blinded to the consequences of their actions.

b. This sin is not part of the our walk in Christ. Rom 13:13

c.  It too can become ingrained in our lifestyle because of Scar Tissue being callused to the truth. Eph 4:19

d.  False teachers will often  exploit people with an attitude that lasciviousness is permitted.  2 Pet 2:1-19

e.  Often the lascivious type will deny  the Lord Jesus Christ Jude 1:4

List continues in 5:20;  begins with the 2 religious sins; 

#1 idolatry    eivdwlolatri,a( this denotes the worship of an idol or the god represented by it;  

a.  Idolatry is something that man has pursued throughout history and will continue to do so until the second advent.  Micah 5:12-14

b.  Idolatry also refers to anything that the believer puts ahead of God as a priority in life;  therefore whatever activity or object that one becomes obsessed with to the exclusion of Word of Truth and its application in life and therefore one's relationship with the living Word, Jesus Christ.

c.  Any form of idolatry puts the believer in violation of the greatest command.    Mark 12:30;  Deut. 6:5

d.  Idolatry is expressly forbidden by the Word of God.

-  Ex:20:3, (MA)  4, (overt)  23;   1 Cor 10:7 says flee idolaters; 1 John 5:21 Little children, guard yourselves from idols.  

e.  Idolatry is one of the counterfeits of Satan and as such are referred to as the devil's communion table.  1 Cor 10:19-21
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#2  sorcery,    farmakei,a(   includes the use of drugs potions, spells,
-   sorcery, magical arts, often found in connection with idolatry and fostered by it

Summary of socery. 

a.  Drug abuse is specifically banned by the Word of God.

-  this does not forbid the use of properly prescribed drugs by the Doctor to deal with physical organic illness.

b.  It is a work of the flesh, sin nature, which seeks an escape from reality.

c.  It deceives the individual into thinking that he doesn't need anything outside himself, especially God.

d.  Often becomes an idol in that it is more important than anything else  in life and they will do anything to acquire the drugs.

e.  The greatest impact drugs will have on the individual is to render their ability to think and to reason clearly marginal to inoperative.

f.   Perpetual use of drugs in ever increased dosages can destroy the proper function of the brain.

g.  The people of Israel were warned against this practice of sorcery and drugs before they went into the land.  Deut. 18:9-12

h.  Anyone who sells illicit drugs is in violation of the 2nd greatest commandment;  there is no way we can love another and be selling them something that is destroying their ability to function in life.

i.   Any escape mechanism (from reality) whether drugs, or cultic religion is one of Satan's counterfeits for happiness which is anything but happiness. 

The next series of the fruit of the sin nature are social sins, committed primarily in dealing with one another.

#1  enmities   e;cqra  (it is plural) hostility, hatred, both as an in a mental attitude and  in objective overt opposition

a.  It involves the inherent rebellion toward God that the flesh promotes. Rom 8:7

b. It is especially manifested when one is a "friend of the world." James 4:4

#2  strife    e;rij(  strife, debate, discord;  often is the natural result of the MA of enmity

a. The word  eris  looks at verbal debates/discord where one is contending for one's viewpoint which is based on non-essentials since one's priorities are distorted because of sin nature's rulership.

b. This is typical activity of unbelievers from their depraved mind. Rom 1:29

c.  It is not to be a part of our life as believers Rom 13:13.

d.  Strife is an outgrowth of arrogance having rejected the sound doctrine. 1 Tim 6:3-4

e.  In 4 contexts Paul relates this sin to activity within the local church where it should not be found since it divides and breaks down the unity which edifies. John 17:23;    1 Cor 1:11; 3:3;  2 Cor. 12:20;  Gal. 5:20

f.  A communicator, whether a pastor or evangelist who gets involved with strife it indicates  selfish ambition, wrong motive for ministry. Phil. 1:15-17

#3  jealousy    is one of those words that can be used in a good or a bad sense;  good, zeal; bad jealousy/envy

a.  Note the Positive use:  

 1. There exists a godly jealousy, a zeal that is exhibited by the Pastor seeking to protect his congregation from error.  2 Cor 11:2

2.  Also used of God, describing Him as a jealous God, anthropopathism, used to communicate divine possessiveness, God demands exclusive loyalty.  Ex. 34:14; also in the decalogue Ex. 20:5

b.  What is in view here is the MAS of jealousy which is a very strong mental attitude sin and is manifested in selfishness. 

c.  It also appears in 2 of the lists of sins that are destructive to a congregation.              1 Cor 3:3;  2 Cor 12:20

d.  It goes hand in hand with selfish ambition which produces disorder and evil of all kinds.  James 3:13-16

e.  This jealousy will shut down the application of giving and helps within the local church,  no application of the "through love serve one another" in Gal. 5:13

f.   Ultimately it is a failure of the believer to recognize the Provider of all good gifts, and use their possessions as good stewards while producing divine good.

#4 outbursts of anger,    qumo,j
a.  There are two words used to express the nuances of anger:

-  qumo,j   thumos  which refers to a quick intense rage that  blows over just as quick.

-   ovrgh,    orge  which is a slow burning anger, takes awhile to surface.

b.  This sin does not include righteous indignation as an attitude towards evil, false doctrine, lies, dishonest gain and rejection of the Word.   Eph 4:26

c.  Paul relates both categories of anger to being selfishly ambitious and rejection of truth.  Rom. 2:8-9

d.  The church is not immune from such activity. 2 Cor 12:20

e.  We are commanded to put this away from us. Eph 4:31; Col 3:8 

#5  disputes,   evriqei,a(   an attitude of self-seeking selfish ambition, self-interest, rivalry;  also manifests itself in attempting to get ahead at other's expense.

a.  This one plus the next 2, dissensions and factions,  denote a condition where there are divisions among people and because of that feuds flourish.

b.   The word  "disputes" describes an attitude that motivates one, selfish ambition, and often leads to disputes, contention, strife, and rivalries.

c.  Selfish ambition leads one to not obeying the truth.   Rom 2:8

d.  Unfortunately this attitude that leads to disputes can be manifested within a local church. 2 Cor 12:20

e.  Selfish ambition is not to be our modus operendi as believers.  Phil 2:3

f.   This selfish ambition that leads to disputes is a rejection or rebellion against truth.  James 3:14-16

g.  When you do your job as unto the Lord,  some may accuse you of this, but the real politics comes into play when you back off to gain their approval.
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#6  dissensions   dicostasi,ai(  means a standing apart and is translated as dissension, division, or sedition.

a.  In view here are divisions and therefore dissentions caused by the rejection of truth.

b.  We are warned to be on guard for this type as they can quickly destroy a congregation's focus on truth.  Rom. 16:17-18

c.  The thrust of the context of Rom. 12-16, application section of Romans,  is to motivate the believer to live in an unselfish manner with others in the body of Christ or as we noted in Gal. 5:13 through love serve one another.

d.  The idea is that personal agendas in the local church which will limit our freedom in Christ are out and what needs to be the focus is what leads to edification of the body. 

#7  factions    ai[resij   hairesis  

a.  The word hairesis looks at false doctrines that are actually self-willed opinions that frequently arise as the outcome of personal preference or the prospect of advantage.

b.  These self derived opinions are substituted for submission to the power of Word and the Spirit and leads to division and the formation of sects within the local church.

c.  Christianity was called the "sect of the Nazarenes," as  a term of derision. Acts 24:5; Acts 24:14

d.  A local church that comes together when factions and cliques exist has  missed the objective of the church.  1 Cor 11:17-22

e.  The last days will be loaded with false prophets who introduce destructive heresies.      2 Pet 2:1 

#8  envying,   fqo,noi(  indicates the intense desire to deprive someone else of what they have 

-  this is always used in the negative sense.

This brings us to the 4th and last group of the deeds of the flesh   2   hedonistic sins that were a common problem of the day, nothing new, have come full circle.

#1  drunkenness   me,qh  intoxication
-   this is clearly forbidden by Scripture Rom. 13:13;  Eph 5:18 

#2  carousing   kw/moj   

-   by the time Paul writes here it was commonly used for  drinking parties and general debauchery that went with it, with more emphasis on the unrestrained partying.

and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you,
that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

-    two important words here, practice and inherit 

The consequences for not dealing with sin   will not inherit the kingdom of God

-  inheritance does not speak of entrance into a relationship, that is salvation, but of enjoying the benefits and blessings associated with being sons of God.

Summary 5:19-21

1.  Paul's point in the context is what?   If we walk by the Spirit then none of these sins will not be committed by you let alone be the normal practice of one's life.

2.  What about the term inheritance?  Inheritance is based on sonship.

3.  Our status as sons cannot be changed or  revoked  regardless of the believers subsequent lifestyle.  

4.  Your eternal security is guaranteed, sealed by the Spirit the moment you believed in Christ. 

5.  Common conclusions made about the statement, will not inherit the kingdom of God ; 
a.  Paul is not saying that those who practice these sins loose their salvation.

b.  He is not saying the real Christian will never do these things so therefore one who practices these things must be unbelievers.

6.  We must remember that a believer does have a sin nature and even though we've been positionally separated/freed from its ruling power we can choose to put it back in rulership and  live under its domination producing these deeds of the flesh.

7.  Failure to inherit is tantamount to earning rewards, one of the blessings from living in the sphere of the will of God in our life. 

-  reward is associated with 2 phases:  

#1  experiential in time, day by day living in the will of God;  goes to ones attitude towards the Word of God and its application

#2  Future at JSC that has eternal implications.

-  Note: every passage where the verb inherit is used but one there is an implication that some work of obedience is necessary for that inheritance to be realized.

-   Col. 3:23-24;  2 Cor 5:10;  Eph. 6:8  recompense middle voice; benefit 

8.  Paul has essentially said the same thing in another way back in 5:4.
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5:22-23   The fruit of the Spirit

Intro:

Here is the positive aspect of the Christian life that is the character of Christ being reproduced in and through our lives as we live it day by day completing the routines of life.

But the Question here in this context is How is this spirituality manifested?  [absolute]

Several factors are involved in producing this fruit.

1. Walking by the Spirit, therefore by faith.

2.  If faith is a factor and it is, the extent or degree to which these characteristics are realized is also related to the knowledge of the Word.   Holy Spirit must have something to work with. 

But the fruit  draws a contrast with the deeds of the flesh/sin nature just covered

Fruit is singular which indicates that they are a unity.
of the Spirit    tou/ pneu,mato,j   genitive of source/resource;  

These characteristics as well as our whole spiritual life Paul  has related to the ministry of the Spirit.

The focus of these characteristics, the fruit, is not the Holy Spirit but Christ!

Maybe we might look at this in a different way to help all this gel in our thinking.  

We as believers  are created in Christ Jesus for good works.  Eph. 2:10;  Col. 1:10
If our "works" in life are to satisfy God then they must originate in the inner life, the spiritual life, that is from our state as new creations in Christ.

G/H-S  indwells each believer from the point of salvation.

It is G/H-S  who fills us with Christ as He illumines the Word we are taking in.

When we think "fruit" we often think of John 15, the Vine and the branches. It illustrates to a point what is here.

-  it is the branch which produces the fruit (vs:2) 

-  it is the branch which is trimmed to increase fruit production  (vs:2) 

-  but know that there is no bonafide production apart from the connection with the vine. (vs:5)   

-  The grapes on the branch, the fruit take on the flavor of the essence communicated to the branch from the vine.

-  The flavor of our life in fellowship is manifested by the fruit of the Spirit.

Now the list of characteristics/attitudes/virtues that make up the fruit in view here.

#1.  love,   avga,ph   whatever love is it always is associated with the ministry of the Holy Spirit for its manifestation

Summary

1.  Working definition:  It is an attitude that motivates us to do what is right and best for someone in the light of the Word, no matter what the cost.

2.  How do we know what love is?  1 Jn 3:16;  4:7-11

3.   The test of love is not in one's verbal profession but by one's actions.  1 John 3:18

4.   Since it is first in the list points to love's importance from God's viewpoint.

5.   God's love was manifested in Jesus Christ, who is now absent, but is to be manifested in the world through His people living and functioning in life reflecting all of these characteristics but especially love.  

6.  God's love achieves it's goal and reaches its full measure in us when that love is reproduced in us and reflected through us as we love one another.  1 Jn 4:12

7.  The reality of our salvation and subsequent relationship with Christ, with God,  His abiding in us and we in Him is confirmed to us by the causal statement because He has given to us of His Spirit. How we know.  1 John 4:13

8.  This love is to be manifested in several directions or towards several different objects.

a.  towards God; 

b.  towards one's spouse; 

c.   Parents for  children;

d.   towards friends; 

e.   towards fellow believers;   

f.    love your enemies;       

9.  When love is applied in one's life then certain virtues will be manifested. 1 Cor 13:4-7

10.  The last days will be characterized by people's love growing cold and lawlessness being increased. Matt 24:12 

#2.  joy    cara.    a state or condition of inner happiness or contentment that flows from the BDRS; is also translated as rejoice.

Summary

1.  This joy or rejoicing is a result of our  appreciation of grace.  It is not an emotion per se but is an attitude that flows from gratitude.  

2.  This joy or appreciation of grace is directly tied to our Hope.  Rom 15:13

3.  This joy is not dependant on the external circumstances of life faced. So that even in a time of pressure/testing one can have this joy. 1 Ths 1:6;  James 1:2-4 

4.  True joy and inner happiness is from the source of God, His provision, promised to those who abide in His love.  John 15:10-12
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Review:

5.  When one handles the tests of life, orients within his niche, the resultant joy, inner happiness, is manifested and becomes a means of witness to others.

6.  The teaching of the Word responded to brings progress and joy for the congregation.  Phil 1:25 

7.   Application of doctrine by the flock enhances the joy of the Pastor-Teacher.              Phil. 2:2; 4:1;  1 Ths. 2:19-20;   3 John 1:4

#3. peace,   eivrh,nh  a state of tranquility; absence of hostility; 

Summary   

1.   Definition:  Refers to a disposition characterized by inner rest, harmony and freedom from anxiety based on the realization of our position in Christ.

2.   The foundation for this peace is first and foremost because of reconciliation with God through faith in Christ.  Rom 5:1 

3.  This peace is related to the knowledge of God.  2 Pet. 1:2

4.  Jesus promised this inner peace to the disciples and said it was associated with no fear and resulted from understanding what He taught.  John 14:27;  16:33

5.  Prayer plays an important and active roll in realizing this peace.  Phil 4:6-7

6.  We are commanded to experience this inner peace.  Col. 3:15

7.  This peace can be a reality regardless of the pressures and tests of life.  2 Ths 3:16.

8.  This inner peace is stimulated by believing the Word of truth and the more truth you have the greater your capacity for this inner peace.  Rom 15:13;  

9.  The distortion, misuse,  of the spiritual gifts will destroy the peace within a local church. 1 Cor 14:33 

#4. patience,   makroqumi,a   this is patience towards people, dealing with others;  especially patient endurance while being wronged; being the object of ill treatment without reacting with anger and revenge.

Summary

1.  This patience towards others is a part of our fulfilling the command of Eph. 5:1 which says, "become imitators of God."  

-   Rom 2:4 describes how God deals with man.  Also in Rom 9:22;  1 Tim. 1:16
2.  God's patience is so that man might be saved. 1 Pet 3:20; 2 Pet 3:9
3.  Paul describes this patience as being a part of our worthy walk as believers.  Eph. 4:2

4.  It takes His power, His provision  to accomplish this patience.  Col. 1:11

5.  We are commanded to exercise patience toward all.  1 Ths. 5:14

6.  
Patience or longsuffering characterizes all labor that has love for its motive,                   1 Cor. 13:4a.
7.  Paul set the example for the Pastor of patience while under severe persecution and harassment,    2 Tim. 3:10 

8.   This patience is to characterize the Pastor as he teaches the sheep.  2 Tim. 4:2

9.  We are to be patient until the Lord comes. James 5:7-8
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#5. kindness,   crhsto,thj   as moral integrity uprightness, honesty;  it refers to one's disposition towards others
Summary

1.  This word basically denotes usefulness and came to refer to the capacity to show kindness to others; as a noun it indicates a generosity towards others  that is upright and righteous.

2.  When this word is used in the plural it refers to the expression of this character or virtue, i.e. kind actions, thoughtfulness,  a friendly considerate attitude or respectful.

3.  Man does not inherently possess this quality.  Rom 3:12

4.  If we reject or ignore  God's kindness  we are in for His severity, judgement.            Rom. 11:22

5.  This is a characteristic that God demonstrates in His dealing with man Rom 2:4; Titus 3:4.

6.  This kindness is part of being a bondservant of God  2 Cor. 6:6

7.  Since we are His people as believers, and are separated unto Him we are to exhibit this attitude of kindness  Col. 3:12.

8.  God  is displaying the surpassing riches of His grace  by  His kindness to us in the ages to come, eternity  Eph 2:7.

#6. goodness,   avgaqwsu,nh(  ending says that this speaks of the quality of goodness

Summary 

1.  Definition

(1) as a quality of moral excellence being good, goodness, uprightness 

(2) as a quality of relationship with others willingness to give or share, generosity, goodness
2.  Paul views this characteristic as necessary if we are to admonish another believer from the right motivation and it is always related to knowledge of truth  Rom 15:14 

3.  Paul relates this characteristic as one of the fruits of the light  Eph. 5:9 

- When the light of Christ shines through the life of the believer it produces 3 characteristics:

     #1  goodness;  avgaqwsu,nh  speaks of moral excellence; w/generosity

     #2  righteousness;  dikaiosu,nh    quality of "rightness" from God's vpt; knowing what is right and doing it consistently

     #3  truth;   avlhqei,a   here we have the quality of honesty and genuineness; not just something to be said but to be done! [4:15]

4.  We are to desire this goodness which Paul relates to a work produced by faith             2 Ths. 1:11

#7. faithfulness  pi,stij  a word we've seen a dealt with considerably, primarily in reference to what is believed, the object being the revelation of God to us through the Word.

Summary

1.  The Word of God is reliable/faithful therefore anyone who lives their life on that standard will also be exhibit faithfulness.

2.  God's faithfulness is not nullified by our lack of it.  Rom. 3:3

3.  This faith or faithfulness has production in our life  1 Ths. 1:3; 2 Ths. 1:4, 11.

4.  This faith or faithfulness is to be demonstrated or  revealed in our life Titus 2:10.

5.  Living or walking by faith (always linked to the Holy Spirit) produces stability and dependability the opposite of vacillation and double-mindedness.

#8.  gentleness,   prau<thj   often translated meekness; it expresses gentleness with considerateness towards others;   has a close association with humility and so is often translated as humility

1.  The meekness of Jesus in His humanity has as its basis love 2 Cor 4:21; 10:1.

2.   This is a characteristic that is to be a part of our walking worthy of our calling in Christ  Eph 4:2.

3.   This gentleness like the others is not innate and is developed through knowledge of truth and our relationship with the Holy  Spirit  Col. 3:12.

4.   This characteristic is related to and an indication of authority orientation  Titus 1:1-2.

5.   This is a characteristic that is to govern our approach to the hearing of the Word  James 1:21.

6.   This virtue can be said of us when we recognize and accept that ultimately God is in control of history and therefore we are relaxed, confident as we deal with the various circumstances of life living in our niche in a sin cursed world. 
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#9.  self-control;   evgkra,teia   evg = inner   kratoj  =  strength/rule

-  it is a general term to describe self-control and is evidence of Spirit empowerment, that one is walking by the Spirit and the desires of the flesh do not dominate.

Summary 

1.  This word literally means "strength inside."

2.  This quality speaks then of a virtue that relates to continually making the decisions to walk by the  Spirit which maintains the isolation of the sin nature so that no works  of the flesh are manifested. 

3.  This self-control flows from knowledge of truth and leads to patient endurance in the midst of the pressures of life  2 Peter 1:6.

4.   Paul compares this spiritual self-control to an athlete who makes the decisions to train himself physically to compete in the games  1 Cor 9:25.  

Rabbit trail - 1 Cor.  9:25-27

9:25        "competes in the games";  avgwni,zomai

And he says its going to take some self discipline if your to realize the goal and receive the prize.

- "exercises self control in all things";    evgkrateu,omai
For the Greek athlete, he went through 10 months of strenuous, rigorous training  for what?     "They then do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable."

If all this effort is put forth to gain something that will fade away, how much more should we agonize if you will for eternal reward??

· 9:26a  Paul draws a conclusion because we as believers run not for a perishable reward but for an imperishable.

"Therefore I run (keep on running) in such a way, as not without aim;"

· 9:26b   "I box in such a way, as not beating the air;"

"as not beating the air."

· 9:27  Demonstration of his own self-discipline.

"but I discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified."

"after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified."

There are four directions in which this "disqualified" points.

1. Is to Paul himself.

2. It points to many in the Corinthian church who are continually operating under sin natures'  rulership, 3:1-3 men of flesh,  babes in Christ, and therefore are limiting their spiritual growth, and impact for Jesus Christ.

3. It also points to what happened to Israel, which is described in Ch 10.  (see 10:5)

4. It reveals what can happen to any one of us when we become sidetracked from our objective as believers which can be  summarized by the phrase "whatever you do, do all to the glory of God." 10:31
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Back to Galatians 5

Paul makes an understatement to emphatically drive home his point!

against such things there is no law.

When we're walking by the Spirit therefore by faith as we've already noted,  the righteous requirements of the law are fulfilled (Rom. 8:4) and these characteristics are produced in the life.  

Rem: Paul's purpose with this epistle is to ensure that these believers are experiencing the freedom that Christ provided them and they are not being enslaved either by external law observance or sin nature rulership. Both destroy the relationship with Christ and the blessing in time that they and us also should be enjoying in life.

Summary 5:22-23

1.  Because each of these 9 characteristics are mental attitudes a crucial issue in the spiritual life of the believer  is one's mind and the resources for it.

2.  Since our thinking and attitudes precede our actions in life it is vitally important what is the basis for our thinking.

3.  God the Holy Spirit works on our thinking, what is in our mentality as He illuminates the truth of the Word so that our actions in life will be in the will of God.

4.  Since fruit is singular all of these characteristics are present in the believer who is walking by the Spirit, but every believer does not possess the same capacity for their expression.  

5.  Expression is related to one's spiritual advance or maturation.

6.  Christ during His life exhibited  all these characteristics to the maximum and He was able to do that since His thinking was always in total alignment with God the Father.

7.  It is the Holy Spirit who makes the truth real to us and enables us to exhibit these characteristics.

8.  Our responsibility as believers is to walk by the Spirit therefore in fellowship.

5:24    Provision made for victory

It’s a don't forget what the subject is, that is what our awesome provision is so that we are able to walk by the Spirit in the freedom for which He set us free so that no longer are we enslaved either from external laws or internally by the rule of the sin nature.

Now those who belong to Christ Jesus

have crucified the flesh
-   There are really two aspects being emphasized here by the active voice.

1st  aspect;  that we chose at a point of time to believe the gospel message of salvation.

2nd aspect;   after salvation the emphasis is on the decisions made to continue to walk by the Spirit, and therefore to maintain experientially the crucifixion of the flesh, its isolation from rulership in our life.

-   Positional victory  comes at the point of faith in Christ, when we were saved.

-   Experiential victory  comes as we moment by moment choose to walk by the Spirit and not to walk by the flesh,  that is to live the Christian life.

the flesh with its passions and desires.

Summary 5:24

1.  At the point of salvation, when we responded to the convicting ministry of the Holy Spirit and believed the gospel, the Holy Spirit identified each of us with Christ's work on the cross.  Rom. 6:3-4

2.  Being justified by our faith in Christ the barrier of the penalty of sin is removed.      Rom 5:1; 3:24 

3.  At this point we were also retroactively identified with Christ  so that  we were freed from the power of the sin nature.  Rom. 6:7; 8:2-3   

4.  That the flesh is "crucified" does not at all indicate that its eradicated or that its dead and no longer is able to entice or tempt you.

5.  What it does mean is that since the flesh is crucified, that the sin nature no longer has to rule our life. 

6.  So  when we believed in Christ the positional aspect was accomplished totally  by God,  part of the divine provision, and now day by day we must make the choices necessary to utilize those resources and walk by the Spirit.

5:25  Positive Exhortation:  Power for Life

First the premise: If we live by the Spirit,
Then follows with the conclusion based on the premise.   let us also walk by the Spirit.

The emphasis of  stoice,w  is to walk in a straight line, to walk in step with others; was used of soldiers marching in order/in step; the implication is that it calls for conduct consistent with, in harmony with a standard; i.e. WOG, DVPT.

What's Paul's emphasis?

That our spiritual life is related to the Spirit from the very beginning, we need to walk in step with the Spirit in harmony with Him if we're to experience the dynamic of living the Christian life day by day and have impact for Christ!

Summary 5:25  

1.  We began our Christian life by means of the Spirit,  since the Holy Spirit is the  one who regenerated us. 

2.  Paul's exhortation is to get in line, to get in step  with the Spirit therefore that He is enabling and leading them in life.

3.  This is the only way that we will be able to walk by the Spirit and manifest the fruit  of the Spirit we've just seen in vs:22-23.

4.  It is the Holy Spirit who illuminates the Word that forms the inner dynamic for this fruitful walk. 

5.  Paul's exhortation is for the believer then to walk by the Spirit living a life that is consistent with their new position/identity as sons of God in Christ.

6.  With this exhortation Paul is recognizing that we can as believers choose to walk in harmony with the Word and the therefore the Spirit.

Lesson   77  December 8,  2002
Review:  

5:26  Some unfinished business with the Galatians,  some not walking by the Spirit

Let us not become boastful, 

boastful,   keno,doxoj  speaks of groundless or baseless conceit;  a form or boastful arrogance;  it describes one who talks big but its empty hot air, nothing to support it.

challenging one another,  prokale,w  to call before;  challenge (to combat or athletic contest),  therefore to provoke, or  irritate  one another (of the same kind)

envying one another.   fqone,w   Verb that describes the action of desiring what someone else has;  [had the noun back in vs:21]

Summary 5:26

1.  These three characteristics are pertinent areas of concern in any local church where there is  a challenge to  accurately teaching the Word of truth by any form of legalism or works performance system.

2.  All three of these categories,  boastful, challenging, and envying, are driven by  self-centeredness.

3.  This focus on being self centered violates the principle of being motivated so  that all that we do is to be done for the glory of God. 1 Cor 10:31

4.  Boastfulness compares yourself with yourself instead of with God and His standard.    2 Cor 10:11-13 (principle)

5.  Envying others often happens when you have compared yourself with someone else and found yourself lacking. 

6.  Paul's point is your freedom is being hindered by the deeds of the flesh or by being enslaved to any external law system.

7.  Paul has given in the context the solution to these sins as well as those in vs:19-21;

#1   keep on walking by the Spirit  5:16

#2   being led by the Spirit   5:18

#3   to live by the Spirit walking in harmony with the Spirit   5:25                            

Galatians   Chapter 6

Putting to the test the reality of the Fruit of the Spirit 

The Examples given for fruit applied:

1.  Toward the believer who abuses his freedom in Christ   6:1

2.  Toward the fellow believer with a heavy burden  6:2-5

3.  Toward the Pastor-Teacher  6:6-9

4.  Toward all believers in general  6:10

1.  Toward the believer who abuses his freedom in Christ   6:1

Paul establishes here a hypothetical situation, this could happen and if it does here's how to deal with the individual.

Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass,
The question is this, is this statement saying that this person was overtaken or surprised by the transgression/sin [with the implication he didn't know he sinned]

Or is Paul saying that this one was surprised or detected in a transgression/sin, in other words caught in the very act, red handed.

you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness;

Who is he referring to here as the spiritual?

The command

Key word is restore   katarti,zw  basic put in order, restore to a former condition, mend, repair

And he says the manner in which we are to go about this process of restoration.

In a spirit of gentleness

-   The one who is commanded to restore the one who is abusing his freedom through continual enslavement to some sin, is to be motivated to ensure the spiritual welfare of the individual.
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A warning  Given
each one looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted.
The why of the warning!!

lest you too be tempted.
-  the thrust here is to keep your eye on your own motivation, don't become arrogant or self-righteous, thinking that you'd never do this or that, whatever is the other's sin.

Summary

1.  Have a situation where one has forsaken the walk of faith or walking by the Spirit for an extended period of time and is seeking help in being restored from their drift off the course of grace. 

2.  The first requirement for helping someone like this  is to ensure that you yourself be spiritual, which in the context would  include  a walk of faith (3:1-5), walking by the Spirit not the flesh (5:16-17) and manifesting the fruit of the Spirit  (5:22-23).

3.  Our objective is to point them in the direction that the Word takes them, back to the cross and the realization that Christ was judged for those sins and that they need to confess that sin to the Father and receive the forgiveness and cleansing that is needed to restore them to fellowship.

4.  How should we approach them?  What should our mental attitude be?

a.  with a readiness to provide what ever spiritual counsel needed to point  them in the right direction.

b.  doing so with an attitude of forgiveness,  need to learn to forgive and forget!

c.  remember we are to forgive as Christ forgives and since we are to be manifesting the character of Christ by the fruit of the Spirit  Eph. 4:32

5.   Considerations in aiding the restoration of the one who drifted of the course of grace;

a.  don't seek the gory details, you don't really need to know.

b.  be sure your in fellowship yourself so that you have a clear read out of truth, the discernment needed.

c.   don't judge the individual, (motivation) just deal with the doctrinal principles needed.

d.   make the truth clear to them that they need to apply, first is the necessity of          1 John 1:9  

e.   encourage them to pursue a consistent study of the Word of truth so that they can acquire the knowledge that they need to have.  

-  need to reestablish their MPR   2 Pet. 3:18

f.   encourage them to apply the truth as they learn it.

2.  Toward the fellow believer with a heavy burden  6:2-5

Bear one another's burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ.

-   the immediate application in Galatians is towards those believers who had succumbed to the Judaizers teaching and influence and found themselves under the weight of the consequences of the enslavement that resulted. 

-   Caution:  This exhortation is not to be used as an excuse to live the other persons life for them but to give them the encouragement and aid necessary to for them to get there thinking straight and therefore their life.

and thereby fulfill the law of Christ.    

-  fulfill    avnaplhro,w   basic to fill up completely;   here of observing the law fulfill, fulfill the requirement of; to obey, the law of Christ.

The key to this law of Christ is that it is fulfilled not by the compulsion of an external code but by the transformation of the thinking, the viewpoint by the Holy Spirit as he illuminates the Word of truth.

Rabbit trail

James 1:25  The Desired Objective for each Believer - Reality of living the CWOL

James details 4  steps that are necessary in the process of realizing this blessing.

#1 - Step   But one who looks intently  

#2 - Step in process  and abides by it
#3 - Step   not having become a forgetful hearer   - lit not a hearer marked by forgetfulness

#4  step in the process = he puts the truth into practice

but (alla)  an effectual doer   - lit a doer marked by work
THE PROMISE IS THEN STATED

 this man   (the one described as fulfilling the 4 steps in the process)  shall be blessed
in what he does.  Lit  in his doing

NET But the one who peers into the perfect law of liberty and fixes his attention there, and does not become a forgetful listener but one who lives it out—he will be blessed in what he does.

SUMMARY OBSERVATIONS:

1. Believers we  must accept the Bible as authoritative truth, the perfect and complete product of a perfect God.

2. As such it is the source of the standard's that form the thinking and framework for our lives, that is it instructs us as to the will of God for us.

3. The standard's expressed in this  perfect law of liberty are for our provision -  including blessing in time as well as for eternity.

4. We are freed from slavery to the OSN and therefore free to obey God's  will for us.       Gal 5:1; 13

5. If (3cc) we are to realize the full range of God's blessing we must become active practitioners of work - that is divine good production.
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Review:

6:2  Gave the command  -  Bear one another's burdens, and thus fulfill the law of Christ.

6:3-5  Gives us some Guidelines for those who would aid the burdened believer of vs:2

6:3  Must guard against self-righteousness

6:4  Remedy is self examination

6:5  Remember your own responsibility [balance]

6:3  Must guard against self-righteousness

For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.

For if anyone thinks   doke,w  to suppose, to form an opinion;  it refers to subjective thinking, that is without facts or substance to support the conclusions. 

- Whether one is something or not must be measured by God's  standard not man's, Question is, are we walking by the Spirit reflecting the character of Christ, that's the basis of a right evaluation not what impresses man. 

Now follows the conclusion: he deceives himself   frenapata,w

Speaks of deceiving the mind, thinking;  includes the idea which is pertinent here of deceiving by  fantasies.   This is a perfect fit with the word dokew used here.

Summary 6:3

1.  Paul cautions us here to be mindful of our mental attitude and motivation in dealing with others in general and specifically while dealing with those in need.

2.  There are several pitfalls that we might fall into if we fail to be on guard related to our mental attitude and motivation.

3.  We cannot be selfless toward others if we consider ourselves to be better than they are.

4.  We might even be tempted to start "playing god" and try and get them "indebted" to us by "restoring" them to our good graces, instead of focusing on their spiritual restoration to God.

5.  If we have subjectively concluded that our spiritual position or relationship with God has been advanced by these works we have  deceived ourselves.

6.   Yes we are commanded to do these things, but if you've noticed Paul never wanders from the correct perspective in this context or any other for that matter.

The doing of these commands must flow from our relationship, therefore from walking by the Spirit or they are nothing.

7.   The conceited or self - righteous type (legalist)  being wrongfully motivated has deluded themselves that in the doing is the cause of relationship instead of where Paul is at, the biblical viewpoint is that the doing is a result of relationship and therefore the living out of the truth known. 

8.  Those who live in a fantasy world  often think of themselves as "something" and attempt to build their experiential righteousness, who they are in life,  on another's unrighteousness.

6:4  Remedy is self examination

Instead of operating in a sphere of self-deception by maintaining a superior attitude either towards the sinning brother or the one with a heavy burden,  what needs to be done Paul says is to examine one's work, must be by the right standard.

But each one must examine his own work,   dokima,zw    speaks of making an examination put to the test, examine, prove something: requires a standard

What is to be evaluated?   his own work,    his overt production in life but specifically in context  that associated with "through love serve one another" 

When the evaluation is such that the finding measures up with Scripture, then the next phrase comes into focus; 

then he will have reason for boasting in regard to himself alone, and not in regard to another.  

then he will have reason   for what??   And on what basis??  

Paul's point here is very strong, we must ensure that we have evaluated our lives consistently on the basis of the right standard the Word of God so that the righteous requirement of that Word is being fulfilled in us as we walk by the Spirit.

Rabbit trail 

Phil. 2:16 The means of maintaining this light in the world

holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may have cause to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain.

And the focus, the emphasis:  what are we to keep holding out??

"Word of life" is a functional title because it tells us what   the word does, it brings and sustains spiritual life.

We become lights in the kosmos, in 2 ways; 

1- by living out the precepts of the Word of God; balance between word and deed  and 

2- being ready to give an account of the hope with in us, the gospel which is the word that brings life, not only eternal life but the dynamic for living each day, word and Spirit. 

What you do today has impact on the future!
"so that in the day of Christ I may have cause to glory"

"because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain."

Their obedience as ours to the will of God in this life is a sign of the reality of the Christian life, that they have indeed worked out their salvation, carried it to its goal, objective.   (2:12)
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Review 

6:5  Remember your own responsibility

For each one will bear his own load.

You are responsible before the Lord for your actions today and tomorrow and at the JSC the final evaluation will be given as to extent or  degree we lived out the truth of the Word of God.

Summary

1.  There is a contrast here  between the heavy crushing loads (6:2  barh)  and the burdens/load that we are expected to bear (6:5  fortion) that we find here.

2.  What is a crushing burden to one may only  be a load to another. The reason goes to ones spiritual growth and willingness to live out the truth known.

3.   Beware of those who seek to give you loads that they themselves will not carry.   Matt 23:4; Luke 11:46 

4.  What is in view here is the bearing of the tests, the sufferings in life in our particular niche which is a part of the maturing process that results in DGP.   2 Cor 4:16-17

3.  Toward the Pastor-Teacher  6:6-9

And let the one who is taught the word share all good things with him who teaches.

What the Congregation is commanded to do here; share     koinwne,w   basic idea is to fellowship, to have in common

Summary

1.  Isogogics,  some historical background:

a. believe from this context the implication is that Paul had left men in these congregations in Galatia with the responsibility to teach the Word.

b. Also that some of the congregations were not supporting financially the needs of the churches and the pastors.

c. Voluntary giving to support the church and the pastor was a revolutionary concept at the time Paul writes, unheard of.

-  the Jews were used to being taxed by the Sanhedrin  to support the Synagogue.

-  The  Gentiles paid fees, made vows to support their pagan gods.

2.  The teacher (P/T)  and the student are to have a reciprocal relationship that is based on the Living Word.

3.  Clear communication should be the objective of the P/T not fancy  speech.  1 Cor 14:19

4.  The one being taught must have a desire to be taught the Word and seeking to live out what he learns.  Js 1:19-25

5.  When one shares spiritual things, sharing material things is really an insignificant matter. Rom 15:27

6.  The church's attitude should be a desire to financially take care of their pastor.                1 Cor 9:1-14; 1 Tim 5:17-18

7.  The pastor's responsibility is to do his job of teaching the truth even if he is not being supported and guard against falling prey to the love of money.  Phil 4:10-14;                    1 Tim 6:8-10

8.   Giving some principles:

a.  The motivation to give:  must be a decision that is not coerced, willingly 2 Cor 9:7.

-  let each one give as he purposed (decision) not grudgingly or under compulsion.

b.  Our  attitude in giving:  we are to give with an attitude of joy, cheerfully, not grudgingly 2 Cor. 8:2 ;  2 Cor 9:7   

c.  The amount to give:  giving is to be proportionate as God blesses you. 1 Cor 16:2

Going beyond proportionate, or sacrificial giving, going beyond their ability          2 Cor 8:3.  

This must be  balanced against the logistical needs of the  family 1 Tim 5:8.

The greatest hindrance to giving is not poverty but covetousness 2 Cor. 9:5.

9.  Giving ultimately then is a response to God's gracious provision through Christ specifically the faithful teaching of the instrument or tool God has established the P/T.

Lesson   81    December 15,  2002
Gal. 6:7  Deception related to Sowing and Reaping 

Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.

To claim that one accepts the whole counsel of God as found in His Word and then to act in contradiction to what the Word com​mands so clearly is to treat God with contempt, to mock Him.

for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.

-  This a principle which relates results to causes. 

Here Paul states the basic principle of sowing and reaping to lay the groundwork for the spiritual principles to come in the next verse.

Summary

1.  We must learn that God is not going to conform His thinking or change His immutable laws to conform to or accept man's standards.

2.  Yet this is precisely what the legalist or the works oriented religious type who is just going through the motions is attempting to do,  that is fool God into accepting what he thinks.  

3.  The fruit or result of this sowing is being deceived that is producing from the flesh and therefore will not result in the contentment or what they expect. 

4.  In the context the self deception and attempts to mock God result from failure to produce divine good, manifesting the fruit of the Spirit in a number of areas:

a.   failure to forgive the one caught in a trespass who desires restoration  6:1.    

b.  failure to help another believer with a heavy burden when it was possible to do so 6:2.

c.  failure in self examination by the right standard the Word not another's works  6:4.

d.  failure to orient within one's own niche, bearing one's own load 6:5.

e.  failure to support the local assembly when able to do so.  

Gal. 6:8  Principle of Sowing and Reaping related to the Spiritual life - application.

For the one who sows to his own flesh shall from the flesh reap corruption,
This sowing to the flesh and reaping corruption is parallel to not inheriting back in 5:21.

Now the contrast

but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.

Couple of basics:  

1.  Eternal life is fundamentally a quality of life in relationship with God.  

2.  E.L. given at salvation is by faith alone; in a sense is static, your possession from the moment you believe in Him all the way through  eternity.  

3.  E.L. that is related to what we do in time is dynamic and related to faith and obedience, 

4.  This use of E.L. is not unusual at all. Of the 41 times eternal life is found in Scripture, 11 of them do not refer to a free gift as a result of faith but they refer as our passage does to something earned, earned from walking by the Spirit manifest the fruit of the Spirit.

-  Examples:  Rom. 2:7;  John 12:25-26;  1 Tim. 6:12 

Summary  6:8 
1.  Two important factors from the context give us clues as to the primary interpretation.

#1.  The immediate context down through vs:10 deals with money, giving, meeting material logistical needs. 

#2.  Paul is dealing here with the character of the believer,  that is what is the sphere of rulership of the believer's life,  the flesh or the Spirit.

Sowing from one or the other.

2.   Sowing to the flesh/sin nature indicates that the overt production in the life is always corruption, what is decaying from God's  viewpoint. 

3.  The only harvest that this kind of sowing reaps is a harvest of divine discipline, no rewards, no inheritance as we noted in 5:21.

4.  On the other hand sowing to (eivj) the Spirit, living our life empowered by the Spirit and therefore walking by the Spirit.  This results in benefits in our life now as well as an inheritance for eternity. 

5.   These rewards from the DGP in time, the 'fruit of the Spirit'  will be received at the Judgement seat of Christ, the Bema Seat.  2 Cor 5:10;  1 Cor 3:12-15;  Rom 14:10, 12

6.  What Paul is trying to get across to us is this:  The believer who takes all his assets and sets his priorities and sows to please his sin nature, that one will reap a harvest that will fade into oblivion, be worthless, have no value.

7.  On the other hand the believer who sets his priorities and values to pursue his life in Christ to the maximum will produce much DGP (divine good production) and will reap a harvest  that will not fade away and result in a reward, an eternal inheritance.

6:9  Encouragement not to loose heart

And let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we shall reap if we do not grow weary.

And let us not lose heart in doing good   evgkake,w  speaks of growing weary; to give up, become discouraged, to lose heart
for in due time we shall reap if we do not grow weary.

-  The reference to time here has to refer to God's timing, not always ours, idea is that of due or proper time.

Summary 6:9 

1.  We are never to give up and quit doing good, what is right and honorable before the Lord  even when our doing is not producing the results we would like to immediately see.  2 Ths. 3:13

2.  We should always look to the example of Jesus Christ and not become fatigued so that we stop producing DGP in our lives Heb. 12:2-3

3.  The only way to prevent this potential hazard is through the consistent consumption of spiritual nourishment, from the Word of God.

-   lack of physical food leads to physical fatigue.

-  lack of BD/RS leads to  soul fatigue - fainting due to lack of resources 

4.  This renewal of the inner man, the new man in Christ  encourages us so that we do not loose heart.  2 Cor 4:16

5.   We may never realize in life  overt material blessing that others do, but we are guaranteed surpassing blessing in eternity, our inheritance in Christ. 

6.   God will not forget your DGP   Heb. 6:10

7.   The P/T can never afford to loose his determination in his objective to communicate the truth  2 Cor 4:1-2. 

8.   The congregation should not loose heart, their determination over the various CHP's that I as the P/T  might experience. Eph 3:13  

Lesson   82    December 18,  2002
Review:  

4.  6:10  Ends the section with a general application

So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith.

Direction of application:

to all people
and especially to those who are of the household of the faith.

Summary 

1.  This verse addresses the issue of Christian social responsibility, giving aid to those in need and with that opportunity producing divine good which glorifies God.

2.  Paul's exhortation is to individual believers (we) to make this application to those outside as well as the those within the household of faith.

3.  This is an application that we are to make even to our enemies  Rom. 12:20

The result is noted, you will heap burning coals on his head!   

4.  We need to remember that divine good produced always glorifies God.

-  virtue #6 in 5:22  agathosune  to exhibit the quality or characteristic of goodness  

5.  By serving one another through love is directly related to your eternal rewards.     Heb 6:10;  10:34-35 tough application

Conclusion: Final Counsel Concerning Judaizers, 6:11-18

6:11  See with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand.

Summary 6:11

1.  Paul wanted them to be able to recognize his handwriting which would  validate his authorship and thus authority as an apostle as well as relating to the urgency of the message it contains.

2.  Paul set the example for the Galatians in doing what is right and in their best interest when he wrote them this strong  epistle  addressing the doctrinal error introduced by the Judaizers.

3.  Paul is the example in many ways for all of us but especially for the P/T.

In 6:12-13  we find Paul's last warning about and indictment of  the Judaizers

See their misdirected desire in 612a

Those who desire to make a good showing in the flesh
We next see in  6:12b  their pressure tactics.  The overt action they desire.

try to compel you to be circumcised

-  legalists always have an ax to grind and relentlessly use various forms of pressure tactics to influence others and get them to follow them.

Then in 6:12c  we find the hidden motivation

simply so that  (purpose)   they will not be persecuted for the cross of Christ.

Why persecution for the cross of Christ?  What's the issue that causes a stigma?
Now the issue for the unbelieving Jews was that this totally eliminated all the works of man, all the rituals of the mosaic law including circumcision,  totally non-essential.

Why the necessity of the cross?  Why is it such an offense to man?

1.  All are under sin and therefore separated from a holy and righteous God. Rom 3:9 

2.  Because all are under sin there is guilt before God.

3.  Where there is guilt there is condemnation, judgement which is death Eph 2:1 

4.  There is nothing that man can do to deal with the penalty of death or curse through his own efforts or works,  can not earn enough merits to solve that problem.

6:13  The second part of the indictment of the Judaizers

6:13a  the inconsistency of the Judaizers

For those who are circumcised do not even keep the Law themselves,
6:13b  What did they desire?

but they desire to have you circumcised so that they may boast in your flesh.

Prin:  Legalists always major in the minors the non-essentials and minor in the majors, the essentials.  Or circumvent the majors all together.

Lesson   83    December 22,  2002
6:14-17  Contrast: Paul's cross-centered ministry.

6:14a  The cross centered ministry

But may it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ
6:14b  The  effectiveness of the Cross

through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.

-  the viewpoint, the mentality,  the organization of life apart from God  is summed up in this word ko,smoj.

-  To be dead or crucified says that we're dead, separated from the values, attitudes of the world, they no longer have to impact or influence our thinking and therefore our actions.   

Summary 6:14

(What's in Paul's thinking here!)

1.   The Judaizers boast was in human attainment, human achievement,  or self effort.

2.   The legalist then does not appreciate the cross because it stands as an indictment against al that they stand for.

3.   Paul was very familiar with the cosmos thinking from which these  Judaizers were steeped since before the Damascus road it was his world also.

4.   But it was because of the cross, because of the finished work of Christ that first provided salvation but also through his identification with Christ (another aspect of the Cross) he was raised up enabled to walk in newness of life. 

5.   He is recognizing that he along with each of us as believers owe it all, the glory belongs to Christ not to Paul or us.

6:15  What is the basis for legitimate boasting!

For neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision,

Prin: The externals, the non-essentials don't really matter, that is from God's standpoint. Unfortunately the externals are far to  important for most people.

What is important, what is the essential. 

but a new creation.   avlla. kainh. kti,sijÅ  emphasis is not new in time but new in form, new in quality.

Summary 6:15

1.  What Paul is telling the Galatians is that God is not impressed with the externals of who we are. What we might accomplish according to the standard of the flesh and this world.

2.  
No ritual,  no none essential is really important, but what really matters is our being new creations in Christ and what can then flow from that position.

3.  God's purpose or objective for this new creation that we are in Christ is for each of us to become conformed to the image of Christ in time. 

4.  For this to become a reality we need to grow up, to mature in Christ for it is the Word of God in us, or as we have noted Christ in us through the Word that gives us the muscle of soul to deal with the issues of life.

5.  This new man, the new creation in Christ, cannot go wrong because of two essential provisions. First the word of God and second the ministry of the Holy Spirit illuminating and making that truth real and applicable. 

6:16  Promise to the believer in time

And those who will walk by this rule,  

What is it that accrues to those who walk by this rule or standard?

peace and mercy be upon them,   

peace    eivrh,nh  brings back into focus the contentment that flows from our reconcilliation with God and then as we grow in grace the peace of God.  1st Rom 5:1;    2nd Phil. 4:6-7 

mercy   e;leoj   most lexicons define as mercy, compassion, even pity

This blessing Paul says extends to the Israel of God.   Who is in view here?

Some today take this to make the church is now the Israel of God, replacement theology.   Wrong!!!

The Israel of God are Jews who have believed in Christ, the Messiah.  

6:17  Paul's last request to them

From now on let no one cause trouble for me,
The last phrase here brings into view the marks of his apostleship.

for I bear on my body the brand-marks of Jesus.

Summary 6:17

1.  Believers are to be careful not to cause the communicator, the P/T, to labor under great stress and adversity.    Heb. 13:17

2.  Paul clearly bore their burdens, the heavy weight of 6:2, as he did his own.                  2 Cor 11:28

3.   As a bond slave of Christ, in fulfilling his ministry Paul had undergone great physical pain and suffering and the marks were still there. 2 Cor 11:24-28

4.  The Judaizers, the legalists sought to impose circumcision as a sign of obedience while Paul's body, marked by scars spoke more dramatically of his loyalty and devotion to Christ and the ministry he was given.

5.   The Galatians were to take the teaching of this epistle and put to rest by its application there in the Churches of Galatia all the false teaching and the challenge to Paul's authority.

6:18  The Benediction!

The epistle ends as it began, that the grace of God would be their abiding portion.  1:3

Summary 6:18

1.  His final challenge to them in this short benediction is to grow in grace that the consciousness of God's grace would be a reality to them.  2 Pet. 3:18

2.  Paul has made it very clear, God's grace operates in Phase 1, salvation (justification), in Phase 2 living the Christian life  (sanctification) and in Phase 3 when we're face to face (glorification). 

3.  They as well as each of us needs to understand that God has made the total provision for us so that we can walk by the Spirit, producing the fruit of the Spirit in our lives all to His glory.

4.  The decision is then up to each of us as it was to them.  Will it be: 

Liberty,    License or    Legalism??

 All Believers 


     Rom 4:11


 Gal. 3:6-9; 29





Natural Israel


Gen. 17:10, 19; 22:17,18





  Christ


   Gal 3:16


Heb. 2:16-17





Spiritual Israel 


By  Faith


Rom 4:12; 9:6-8
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