Lesson   61 October 30, 2002
· Our new life "in the Spirit" produces four new dimensions in relation​ships: (1) the personal; (2) the interpersonal; (3) the revelational; and (4) the motivational.
(4)   The Motivational Dimension of Life in the Spirit

The Holy Spirit provides the motivational impetus, and the enabling  for the Christian to live the Christian life. 

How the Spirit motivates the Christian for many seems to be very mysterious and  unclear. But should it be?  

In regard to the intellect, the apostle Paul greatly stresses the need for the transformation of the Christian's mind (Rom. 12:2; Eph. 4:23). 

At the same time, the emotions must also be transformed.
The long lists of characteristics of the sin nature when it rules in Ephesians and Colossians contain many words that have an emotional component, including anger, jealousy, hatred, hu​mility, bitterness, malice, compassion, forgiveness, and kindness.

Finally, the Spirit must transform the will of the Christian. 

While the unbeliever's basic stance toward God is "I won't", the believer's disposition must be "I will";  positive responses to the directive will of God. 

The Lord's will must be​come the Christian's will. Thus the work of the Holy Spirit is to bring the will of the Christian into greater and greater submission to the will of the Lord (Col. 1:9-12).

3.  Warfare against the Flesh

Flesh is often the antithesis of Spirit in Paul's  thought. Because of this quite common negative meaning for flesh, many have  concluded that all occurrences of the word  "flesh" have a pejorative connotation. 

As we have noted in our studies that sin in the singular refers to the sin nature with its various lust patterns, power, approbation, sexual,  materialism and a propensity for human good. 

One of the things that Paul does is to set "in flesh" over against "in Spirit." He  clearly views these two locatives of sphere as spheres of existence or rela​tionship. Rom 8:9

The term flesh in many passages refers to more than a status that a person has in Adam. It also refers to the sin nature that motivates to produce sinful acts and or human good.

In Paul's mind, however, the problem that people face is not a lack of knowledge or finances or opportunity, but alienation from the true and living God, who is the source of all holiness, righteousness, and truth. 

As believers, in Christ,  we have available to us the spiritual resources to live in relationship with God. We have the indwelling Holy Spirit who illumines the truth we need to believe and apply in our life to realize this relationship in time in our life. 

If it were not for God's revelation to mankind of the offense of their sins to God and their condemnation as sinners, mankind would continue to live unconscious of their need for redemption (Rom 1-5). 

For us as believers where does this flesh/sin nature fit in the picture of our life in Christ?

The key term of ap​propriation is "consider" (logidzomai) in Romans 6:11, to count as true. 

The key term for ap​plication to life is "present" (paristhmi)  in Romans 6:13, 16, 19, and 12:1.    

What does the indicative mood verses the imperative mood tell us in the context?

Principle:

The indicative states the objective truth that the provision has been made, the reality of the transfer from in Adam to in Christ has taken place. 

The imperative states the need for believing and applying the truth, that is to appropriate the truth.  

As we live our life led by the Spirit, the Holy Spirit transforms the intellect, sensi​bility, and will so that our  orientation to sin, to every aspect of life is brought under authority of the new life in the Spirit.

· The provision is there for each of us to be able to live the Christian life, to be able to do so  in a manner that brings honor and glory to God.
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