Lesson 40 September 8, 2002

5.  The Argument against Salvation by works from the standpoint of God's Essence (intertwined throughout)

a.  Sovereignty  (kingship):  Seen in the decision to send forth the Son and the Spirit  4:4,6.

b.  Holiness,  (+R/J):  His holiness is satisfied by the work of Christ believed not on the basis of man's works.  2:16

c.  Eternal life:  share in His life by faith  3:11

d.  Love:  4:4  His motivation for sending His Son (  John 3:16  

e.  Omniscience:  3:8  God's plan was established in Eternity past.

f.   Omnipotence 3:5  miracles demonstrate His power as does His giving of the Holy Spirit to each one who believes in Christ.

g.  Omnipresence:  Salvation and the relationship that flows from it are the same every where no matter who you are. 3:28

h.  Immutability:  The promise stands because of God's immutability, doesn't change.  3:18

i.   Veracity:  Throughout the context every time it says that justification is by faith and therefore is not by works of any kind God's word is on the line.

  6. There's even a thread of most of the great foundational doctrines seen in the context playing a role in our understanding of justification by faith not by works.

a.  The Trinity   (  Paterology,   Christology,  Pneumatology

b.  Canonicity   (  inspiration and harmony of Scripture;  Paul used Old Testament

c.  Anthropology  (  Seen man's need of salvation; fact of the sin nature and barrier

d.  Hamartiology  (  problem of sin, the transgression of God's will

e.  Soteriology  (  brings into focus all that God has done in removing of the barrier; redemption, justification, faith, imputation of righteousness.  All man can do, believe!!

f.   Ecclesiology (   In the Church which is the body of Christ we are all One in Christ

g.  Eschatology  (   Things to come, prophecy,  Jesus Christ is the promised seed of the Abrahamic Covenant.

h.  Hodology  (  living our lives in the will of God not enslaved to the law but as heirs.

7.  Conclusions:

a.  Salvation by works attacks the very essence of God and demonstrates ignorance of the major doctrines of Scripture.

b.  Because people abuse the truth, does not in any way negate it.

c.  True legalism whether directed towards salvation or living the Christian life rejects grace and freedom and always enslaves.

4:8-11  Paul makes a personal appeal to not turn to legalism

First appeal in 4:8 is that legalism is bondage.

Summary 4:8  

1.  Paul takes them back in their thinking to the time before they believed in Christ, back to their pagan idolatry. 

2.  They like the Thessalonians had turned from idols to serve the living and true God.        1 Ths. 1:9

3.  Paul does not deny that the false gods worshipped in paganism existed, but recognized that these  are the creation of their own imagination to which they become enslaved. 

4.  Point Paul is making is that as an unbeliever  your not free,  your enslaved to self and the religious ideas of man.   Eph. 2:2-3 

5.  Mankind inherently serves someone or something but we must choose who or what we will serve.  Josh 24:15

4:9  Now,  on the other side of the Cross even Believers can return to Slavery

1st speaks of salvation from man's perspective, coming to know God.

2nd Paul speaks of salvation from God's perspective. His coming to know us as a result of our faith in Christ.

Key word here is know and known:  same word in both phrases,   ginw,skw 

Now that you have this new relationship Paul asks a question.

how is it that you turn back again to the weak and worthless elemental things, to which you desire to be enslaved all over again?



Toward God, spiritual  advance

         Return to slavery

Where they are headed!  4:9b   to the weak and worthless elemental things
-  weak   avsqenh,j  without strength, impotent,  weak   

-  worthless   ptwco,j   lit.  poor as beggars; of little value, worthless, powerless

-  elemental things  same as we saw in 4:3  the basic principles, system of belief/practice

The last phrase  to which you desire to be enslaved all over again?  

Summary of 4:9  

 1.  Paul expresses his amazement at their turn from truth to law with this rhetorical question designed to get them to think, How is it that your turning back again.

2.  Since most of the Galatian believers were Gentiles and had come out of slavery to a demonically influenced pagan religious system and were now in the process of turning to another system of bondage as presented by the Judaizers.

3.  As a result they are failing to exploit their new position as sons and heirs and the consequence is loss of freedom they have in Christ.

4.  What they need to realize is that what they're turning to is characterized  first as weak and powerless, unable to set them free provide the resources for life,  and secondly as worthless and bankrupt, that is has nothing, no wealth from which it can produce an inheritance.

5.  Instead of enjoying their heirship and freedom in Christ they are moving back under a pedagogue and to do so is legalism.

6.  As we have already noted and Paul is trying to convince them of the fact that not only is justification by faith not law keeping (re: legalism) nor is living the Christian life done on the basis of law keeping (re: legalism).

7.  Where is much of Christendom today re: this type of religious legalism?

